Staffordshire parochial ministers "silenced" from 1660 to 1662: 
An historical account and biographical register 


by Richard Sylvanus Williams 


Part 1 - An historical account 


This account of parochial ministers is limited to a statement of discovered facts regarding 
them. No attempt is made to impute motives to them or to analyse their precise theological beliefs. 
These matters are illustrated by Richard Baxter writing in 1696’ and Samuel Palmer in 18037: 


But though it must be confessed, That the Publick Safety and Liberty wrought very much with most, especially with the 
Nobility and Gentry, who adhered to the Parliament, yet was it principally the differences about Religious Matters that filled 
up the Parliaments Armies, and put the Resolution and Valour into their Soldiers, which carried them on in another manner 
than mercenary Soldiers are carried on. Not that the Matter of Bishops or no Bishops was the main thing, (for Thousands 
that wished for Good Bishops were on the Parliaments side) though many called it Bellum Episcopale; (And with the Scots, 
that was a greater part of the Controversie,) But the generality of the People through the Land (I say not all, or every one) 
who were then called Puritans, Precisions, Religious Persons, that used to talk of God, and Heaven, and Scripture, and 
Holiness, and to follow Sermons, and read Books of Devotion, and pray in their Families, and spend the Lord's Day in 
Religious Exercises, and plead for Mortification, and serious Devotion, and strict Obedience to God, and speak against 
Swearing, Cursing, Drunkenness, Prophaneness, &c. I say, the main Body of this sort of Men, both Preachers and People, 
adhered to the Parliament. And on the other side, the Gentry that were not so precise and strict against an Oath, or Gaming, 
or Plays, or Drinking, nor troubled themselves so much about the Matters of God and the World to come, and the Ministers 
and People that were for the King's Book, for Dancing and Recreations on the Lord's Days; and those that made not so great 
a matter of every Sin, but went to Church and heard Common Prayer, and were glad to hear a sermon which lasht the 
Puritans, and which ordinarily spoke against this strictness and preciseness in Religion, and this strict Observation of the 
Lord's Day, and following Sermons, and praying Ex tempore, and talking so much of Scripture and the Masters of Salvation, 
and those that hated and derided them that take these Courses, the main Body of these were against the Parliament. Not but 
that some such for Money, or a Landlord's Pleasure, served them; as some few of the stricter sort were against them, or not 
for them, (being Neuters): but I speak of the notable Division through the Land. 


It deserves also to be mentioned, as honourable to the cause of Nonconformity, that among those who afterwards 
conformed, there were great numbers in most parts of the kingdom who at first hesitated, and even relinquished their 
benefices, and not a few who for some years espoused the cause of the Nonconformists. Several of these were great and 
good men, who to the last retained the spirit of their Dissenting brethren, always treated them with the greatest candour 
and respect, and would gladly have promoted such alterations in the terms of conformity as would have fully satisfied 
them. But others plainly shewed, by their subsequent behaviour, that they were influenced in their conformity chiefly by 
motives of worldly interest. Even their conduct, however, gives weight to the arguments in favour of Nonconformity; and 
had not honour and emolument lain on the other side, our list would have been much larger. It is easy to conceive that 
some upright and pious men might be imperceptibly influenced, in yielding to what their impartial judgments would not 
have intirely approved, by a regard to secular advantage and the dread of suffering, as well as by the hope of some 
favourable alterations in the establishment; and it is well-known that in some cases great influence was exerted, by 
persons of power and wealth, to keep clergymen of character and ability in the church who would otherwise have left it, on 
account of the unreasonable impositions of the Uniformity-act. 
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C The cohort - membership and age in 1662 


C1 Membership 

Eligible for inclusion in this study are that cohort (or group) of ministers who were in office as 
parochial ministers in Staffordshire at any time between 1 Jun 1660 and 24 Aug 1662 but who did 
not conform to The act of uniformity. 

The cohort consists of 47 men who may be divided into four categories: (A) three men who 
voluntarily resigned, (B) four who coercively resigned, (C) six who were displaced by the Sep 1660 
legislation? and (D) 34 who were deprived by the The act of uniformity.* 

These figures are displayed in the table below which also shows whether parishes were 
vacant or occupied on both 1 Jun 1660 and 24 Aug 1662°. In the table the parochial chapelries (PC) 
are shown first as a group and (below) as independent or dependent parochial chapelries. The 
various figures are discussed later. 


1660/ 
es 2 60 | 60 | /2 1660/2 | 1660 | 62 | 62 1662 /2 
coho 
A B C D rt 
vol- coe- 
died | vac | occ | res res disp | vac | occ | deprived 
n % % 
oO. | occ all 
Rectori 12 
es 41 | 1 2 39 1 2 4 0 36 5 14% |% 12 
Vicarag 27 
es 44 | 2 8 36 1 1 2 3 29 12 | 41% |% 16 
19 
PC 90 50 40 1 1 0 33 40 17 | 43% |% 19 
17 11 10 3 19 
ALL 5 3 60 |5 3 4 6 36 |5 4 | 32% |% 47 
20 
Ind PC | 54 28 26 1 0 19 24 11 | 46% |% 12 
17 
Dep PC | 36 22 14 1 (0 14 16 6 38% |% 7 


Unsurpisingly this cohort nearly coincides with Edward Calamy's first list of silenced 
ministers published in 1702. He introduces his national lists thus: 


3 Only rectors and vicars could be displaced. Note that Josiah Lightfoot c1610-1684 was displaced but conformed. 

4 Three men who were in office after Jun 1660 but died before The act of uniformity came into effect are not included: 
Thomas Burdall (vicar of Walsall) c1608-1662, Robert Dyott (rector of Darlaston) c1593-1660 

and Edward Wyrley (vicar of Eccleshall) c1620-1661. However William Overton (?compliant minister of Audley, Staffs) 
c1615-1661 who was displaced about Sep 1660 is included. 

5 These figures have been discovered in the course of a larger study by the author on all contemporary clergy. They must 
only be considered as educated estimates. 

6 Unsuprisingly in the sense that the first contemporary mention of these men and their deprivation is in Edward 
Calamy's .... 

In two cases the names of men are only known from his work. Mr Davenport (?presbyterian minister of Newchapel) and Mr ? 
Ridwater (?presbyterian minister of Biddulph) 
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CHAP. IX. A Particular Account of the Ministers, Lecturers, Fellows of Colledges, &c. who were Silenced and 
Ejected by the Act for Uniformity: With the Characters and Works of many of them. 


THAT Posterity may be the better able to pass a Judgment on the Act for Uniformity, 'tis requisite they 
should know, who and what sort of Men were thereby cast out of the Church, and laid aside as Useless. For 
their Satisfaction, I thall hear subjoyn as compleat a List of them, as I was able to procure after near 40 
Years were expir'd since that Act took place. How I got this List, and what Care hath bin taken to make it 
exact, may be seen in the Preface: And tho' after the strictest Inspection, I can easily conceive there may be 
several Mistakes, yet this I can say, there are none that are Wilful; none but what shall be Corrected upon 
Intimation given, be it in a Friendly or in an Angry Manner. I have indeed taken in such as being turn'd out of 
Sequestred Livings, between the time of King Charles's Restauration and the Passing of this Act, had obtain'd 
no other Benefice or Preferment, 'till this Act at once shut the Church Doors upon them, and made them 
incapable of future Publick Service: And I think I have good Reason for it; in that tho' they were before 
Ejected, yet it was this Act that silenc'd them, and depriv'd the Church of their Future Labours, as much as if 
it had first ejected them. I have also added such as were at that time in the Ministry, the not yet Benefic'd, 
who were as much silenc'd by this Act, as those who were ejected by it. I have added the names of some few 
Schoolmasters, whom I could get the Knowledge of, that it may be seen how Punctually the Act was 
executed. And whereas there are some in the following List, who refusing to Conform at first, did afterwards 
comply, I have put them by themselves; and would have done so by any others who afterwards Conform'd, 
could the strictest Enquiry have help'd me to Information: But if any of this sort (or their Friends) think it an 
Injury to their Name and Memory, to be rank'd with Nonconformists, after they had comply'd with the 
National Establishment, upon Notice given, Justice shall be done them, as much as may be to their 
Satisfaction. 


He includes men "being turn'd out of Sequestred Livings" by which he most likely meant "displaced 
by the Sep 1660 legislation". 


His list of Staffordshire ministers has 63 names but one man’ is named twice. Of these four? 
"Conform'd afterwards". Thus 58 men are named as silenced. Of these one was displaced in 
Cheshire, four were deprived in other counties, two were not in office, one was a Shropshire man 
and three did subscribe in 1662. Another three entries may be spurious. So he lists 44 men who 
were certainly silenced in Staffordshire. ° 


These 44 men are all included in the cohort of 47 together with three other men - Henry 
Burford (compliant minister of Tatenhill) c1590-.... who appears to have coercively resigned at 
Tatenhill; Robert Wild D.D. (rector of Tatenhill) c1616-1679 who was deprived at Tatenhill (in fact 
mentioned by Calamy but under Northamptonshire) and William Overton (?compliant minister of 
Audley, Staffs) c1615-1661 who was displaced and died before The act of uniformity came into 
effect. 


The table below is an alphabetical list of the cohort with their parish name and type, register 
number, anglican or presbyterian ordination, and their respective categories. 


Regis | An | Pr 
Name Parish ter g e |A B C D 
vol- | coe | displa | depriv 
res | -res | ced ed 
Ashley/ P P 
Richard | Astley Stowe C {1 vol 
P | 2 P 
Thomas | Badland Willenhall C depr 
Thomas | Bakewell Rolleston R |3 ?A vol 
Thomas | Baldwin Clent V |4 P depr 
Henry Bee Hanbury v5 P depr 
Thomas | Bladon Alrewas v |6 P depr 
P P 
Thomas | Brookes Hints C |7 depr 
Noah Bryan Stafford St Mary R |8 P disp 
Henry Burford Tatenhill R |9 A coe 
John Butler Lichfield St Mary V |10 P disp 
P |11 P 
Thomas | Buxton Tettenhall C depr 


7 One man Gamaliel Tunstall (presbyterian minister of Shenstone) ?1629-1668 (a conformer) is named twice. 
8 Two of whom may be considered as spurious. 
3 Calamy's list is printed in full in appendix Y.1702 with cross references to the 47 men of the cohort 


Barton-under- P | 12 P 
Henry Byard Needwood C depr 
P P 
Richard | Chantry Weeford C | 13 depr 
Richard | Clayton Seighford vV |14 A coe 
George | Cross Clifton Campville R |15 P disp 
P ?P 
????? Davenport | Newchapel C |16 depr 
Joseph Eccleshall | Sedgley v |17 P depr 
William | Fincher Wednesbury v |18 P depr 
Timothy | Fox Drayton Bassett R |19 P depr 
William | Grace Shenstone v | 20 A depr 
Greensmit 21 P 
John Colwich V depr 
P P 
Ralph Hall Maer C |22 depr 
P |23 P 
Samuel | Hall Barlaston C depr 
P | 24 P 
Richard | Hilton West Bromwich C depr 
P P 
Richard | Hincks Tipton C |25 depr 
P |26 P 
George | Long Newcastle C depr 
P |27 P 
Thomas | Miles Lichfield St Chad C depr 
P P 
Richard | Morton Kinver C |28 depr 
P |29 P 
John Mott Kings Bromley C depr 
Sampso 30 ?P 
n Newton Weston-under-Lizard | R depr 
John Nott Sheriff Hales Vv |31 P depr 
P |32 P 
John Orford Arley C coe 
William | Overton Audley v |33 ?A disp 
P P 
Thomas | Poole Talk-on-the-Hill C |34 depr 
V |35 P 
John Reynolds Wolverhampton ? vol 
????? Ridwater Biddulph V |36 ?P depr 
William | Rock Mayfield v |37 ?P depr 
Joseph Sonde Swynnerton R |38 A depr 
P |39 P 
William Southall Baswich C depr 
Richard | Swinfen Mavesyn Ridware R | 40 P coe 
P | 41 ?P 
Edward | Toogood Bloxwich C depr 
P |42 P 
William | Turton Rowley Regis C depr 
Humphr P 
ey Waldron Broom R |43 depr 
Robert Wild Tatenhill R |44 A depr 
Thomas | Willesby Wombourn v |45 P depr 
P 7P 
William | Wilson Pelsall C |46 depr 
Richard | York Rushall V | 47 P depr 
Totals 7 40| 3 4 4 36 


C1.2 Anglican and presbyterians 


The table’? below shows the numbers of men who were ordained anglicans and thus compliant 


ministers and those who were qualified or ordained as presbyterians and thus presbyterian 


ministers. 


10 In this table those men listed with a ? in the main table are taken to have been correctly identified. 


anglic | presbyte 
Type all an rian 
Rectories 10 4 6 
Vicarages 16 3 13 
Parochial curacies 21 0 21 
Total 47 7 40 


C2 Age in 1662 
In 1662 the average age of the cohort was 38.7 years. Since all the anglicans were ordained 
before 1644 they are a much older group (56.0 years) than the presbyterians (35.6 years). 


Age in 1662 

Type No | Range Average 
Anglicans 7 43 | 72 | 56.0 
Presbyterians 40 23 | 59 | 35.6 

All 47 23 | 72 | 38.7 


The four anglican "rectors" were on average very marginally older (56.3 years) then the 
"vicars" (55.7 years). 


Age of anglicans in 1662 
[Type [No [Range | Average | 
| Rectories J4 43 |72 [|563 | 


|Curacies |o |o ļo ļo | 


The six presbyterian "rectors" were on average three years older (38.8) than the 12 "vicars" 
(35.7) who were in turn on average one year older than the "parochial curates" (35.6) 


Age of presbyterians in 1662 

Type No Range Average 
Rectories 6 27 59 38.8 
Vicarages 12 29 44 35.7 
Curacies 22 23 58 34.7 

All 40 23 |59 | 35.6 


D The cohort - birth and education 


D1 Birth place - country 
The birth place of 37 of the cohort of 47 has been discovered. All these men were born in 
England. There is no evidence to suggest that any of the other ten men were born outside England. 


D2 Birth place - county 

The birth place! in England of 37 men has been discovered. The greater number (27) were 
unsurprisingly born within Staffordshire (7) and the five neighbouring counties of Warwickshire (3), 
Shropshire (3), Derbyshire (6), Cheshire (1) and Worcestershire (7). The remaining 10 men were 
born in: Gloucestershire (1), Huntingdonshire (1), Lancashire (1), Leicestershire (1), Lincolnshire 
(1), London (2), Oxfordshire (2) and Wiltshire (1). 


D3 Birth - father's style or occupation 
Of the cohort the style or occupation of the fathers of 24 men has been discovered’*. These 
are noticed below under the general headings of: gentleman (2), "gentleman" (3), clergyman (4), 


11 In this work it has been assumed, short of any other evidence, that the place of christening was also the birth place. 
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and tradesman (15). Where possible the style or occupation of the father is chosen to reflect his 
position at the birth of his cohort son. Naturally in the course of any man's life his style or 
occupation might vary. 

The cost of generally educating men for the ministry and the additional costs of paying for 
attendance at university (see §D6) meant that nearly all the fathers were relatively wealthy. A few 
men may of course have received financial assistance from family members or other interested 
parties. The relatively low numbers of clergymen fathers is perhaps more of a surprise 


Father's style or occupation 
Type 

Gentleman 
Gentleman 
Clergyman 
Tradesman 
Total 


Gentleman (2). The highest ranks of society - two attested”? gentlemen. They were: Richard Swinfen 
of Swinfen in Weeford gentleman 1596-1659 and William Willesby of Spalding, Lincs gentleman 
1576-1631. 


"Gentleman" (3). The style "gentleman" is particularly vague but is here taken to mean a man with 
an income that was (probably) generated from property, investments or annuities - and was 
generally styled gentleman but not known to be attested". 


Clergyman (4). All these clergy were anglican and include 2 rectors, 1 vicars, and 1 parochial 
curate: 


Noah Bryan M.A. (presbyterian minister of Stafford St Mary) c1635-c1672 was 4th son of John Bryan M.A. 
(rector of Barford, Warwicks) c1606-1676. 

Henry Burford (compliant minister of Tatenhill) c1590-.... was a son of Francis Burford B.A. (vicar of Cliffe 
Pypard, Wilts) c1558-1614. 

Richard Morton M.D. (presbyterian minister of Kinver) 1637-1698 was a son of Robert Morton (parochial 
curate of Bewdley in Ribbesford, Worcs) 

John Nott M.A. (presbyterian minister of Sheriff Hales) 1625-1702 was only son of Charles Nott M.A. (rector of 
Shelsley Beauchamp, Worcs) c1594-1664 


Tradesman (15). These were: glover (1), innkeeper (1), ironmonger (1), mercer (1), merchant (1), 
shoemaker (1), and skinner (1) together with yeoman (5) and husbandman (3). 


D4 School education 

Record of the schools that 11 of the cohort attended has been discovered. Richard Swinfen 
attended three schools - Tamworth; Sutton Coldfied, Warwicks and London Charterhouse. Timothy 
Fox attended Aston, Warwicks and Birmingham. The 9 other men attended at Coventry, Warwicks; 
Kings Norton, Worcs; Manchester, Lancs; Repton, Derbys (2); Shrewsbury (2) and Wirksworth, 
Derbys. 


D5 Literates 

For all the cohort the education they received at school (or possibly in some cases privately) 
must have been sufficient for them to be considered literate which was necessary for them to be 
ordained anglican (and probably to be qualified presbyterian) and was likely an entry requirement 
for university. 

Of the cohort 14 men (29.8%) did not attend university (see table below). Unsurprisingly most 
(11) of these men were in office in parochial chapelries whilst three were in vicarages and none ina 
rectory. 


D6 University education - introduction” 
Most of the the cohort (33 men) did attend a university. The cost of a university education is 
suggested in a bequest made in 1692 by George Roades B.A. (vicar of Leek) c1627-1695 to his 


12 The style or occupation is frequently taken from university records so that the fathers of men who did not study at 
university are not well represented. 

13 "Attested" only in the sense that they were probably accepted as armorial by the College of Arms. 

14 "Attested" see footnote above 

15 See §V for general information about the universities, students, degrees and fellows 
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grandson Michael Ward of £100 being "£20 yearly for five years maintaining of him at the 
University". 

The chart and table below show the numbers of the the cohort who graduated with a degree, 
those who attended a university without (apparently) graduating and those who did not attend 
university and might be styled literate. Numbers and percentages are also shown for the three 
groups of clergymen in office in rectoriess, vicarages and parochial chapelries. 


University education 


m Degree University W Literate 
a i N 
9 9 9 
3 3 
2 
sk 
i o l = l 
Rectories Vicarages Curacies 
Rector Vicara Chapel AL 
ies ges ries L 
No % No % No % No |% 
33.3 33.3 33.3 57.4 
Degree 9 % 9 % 9 % 27 % 
16.7 50.0 33.3 12.8 
University 1 % 3 % 2 % 6 % 
Degree & 30.3 36.4 33.3 70.2 
Uni 10 % 12 % 11 % 33 % 
0.0 21.4 78.6 29.8 
Literate (0) % 3 % 11 % 14 % 
21,3 31.9 46.8 100.0 
Total 10 % 15 % 22 % 47 % 


D7 University - age on entry 
The age at entry’® of the 33 cohort men who attended university has been discovered and is 
displayed in the chart below. Most entrances were between the ages of 15 and 21 with 17 the most 


common. The overall average age was 18.5 years. The two youngest men, at 15, were Noah Bryan 
and Richard Morton whilst the oldest, at 27, was Thomas Baldwin. 


University - age on entry 


8 
6 
5 
3 3 

2 2 
i Ñ 1 1 1 1 
15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 27 
D8 University - student type 


Of the 33 men who attended university their student type (§V2) has been discovered in the 
majority of cases.The table below displays the details. 


16 This the age of entry to a college rather than to a university. Since some years of birth are estimated the figures presented 
must only be taken as a general guide. 
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University - student type 
Payments Cambridge Oxford 
n n 
type o | type o 
fees, commons, fellow gentleman 
extras commoner 6 | commoner 
fees, commons pensioner commoner 8 
commons only scholar scholar 
1 
none sizar 3 | batteler 1 
none servitor 2 
not known student 1 | student 2 
2 1 
Total (33) 0 3 


D9 University - graduates 

Of the 33 men who attended university 6 are not known to have graduated. So that the 
number of known graduates is 27. Twenty seven men first graduated B.A. - 13 from Oxford, and 14 
from Cambridge. Fifteen men proceeded to an honorary M.A. so were not further examined - 8 at 
Oxford and 7 at Cambridge. Additionally Noah Bryan’s M.A. from Cambridge was later incorporated 
at Oxford. 

Robert Wild (then M.A., Cambridge) was created B.D. at Oxford in Nov 1642 and D.D., Jit. 
reg.” in 1660 or 1661 at either Oxford and/or Cambridge. 

Two men obtained degrees in medicine - George Long graduated M.D. at Leyden in 1668 and 
Richard Morton was created M.D. at Oxford in 1670 (incorporated at Cambridge in 1680). 


D10 University - fellows 

Three cohort men were elected (or intruded!®’) as fellows at Oxford and Cambridge. Fellows 
were not permitted to be married. All these men did later marry and were required to resign before 
their marriage. 


John Nott M.A. (presbyterian minister of Sheriff Hales) 1625-1702 
In 1647 he was elected a fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge. He married in 1650. 


George Long M.D. (parochial curate of Newcastle) c1629-1712 
In 1650 he was elected a fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge and served until 1660 when "He was turn'd out 
of Trinity upon Dr Fern's coming in Master, at the Restauration." He married perhaps about 1663. 


Richard Morton M.D. (presbyterian minister of Kinver) 1637-1698 
In 1658 he was a fellow of New College, Oxford and also served as chaplain. He married about 1668. 


E The cohort - ordination and qualification 


E11 The cohort - ordination and qualification 

Of the cohort seven men were (or probably were) anglicanly ordained before the intrusion. 
The remaining 40 men qualified (or probably qualified) to become presbyterian ministers after Feb 
1643.4. Ten of these men are known to have been classically ordained (below). Fox, Mott and 
Waldron may have been classically ordained before taking a ministerial office. Two of the men who 
were qualified as prebyterian ministers were subsequently anglicanly ordained. 


E12 The cohort - anglican ordinations 

Of the cohort seven men were (or probably were) anglicanly ordained before the intrusion. 
Burford was ordained deacon and priest on 22 Apr 1614 by Oxford. Clayton was ordained deacon 
on 21 Dec 1623 and priest on (the next day) 22 Dec (both) by Peterborough. Sonde was probably 
ordained in 1633, Grace probably in 1635 and Bakewell probably in 1638. Wild was ordained 
deacon on 18 Feb 1637.8 and priest on 22 Dec 1639 (both) by Peterborough; Overton was probably 
ordained in 1639. 


be lit.reg. (litterae regiae). A royal mandate directing the conferring of a degree. 
18 Intruded presumably means NOT elected but otherwise appointed. 
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The remaining 40 men qualified (or probably qualified) to become presbyterian ministers after 
Feb 1643.4. Ten of these men are known to have been classically ordained (below). Fox, Mott and 
Waldron may have been classically ordained before taking a ministerial office. 

Two of the men who were qualified as prebyterian ministers were subsequently anglicanly 
ordained. Byard was ordained deacon and priest by Ardfert pro York on 14 Aug 1660 and Bryan 
was ordained deacon and priest by Exeter on 13 Feb 1662.3. 


Main data file needs to be checked some data lost ffrom this section 


Cohort anglican ordinations 
bor dcn/ 
Name Parish n deacon priest pri 
ag | bish ag | bish 
date e op date e op gap 
Burfor 159 | 161404 161404 
Henry | d R | Tatenhill 0 22 24 OX 22 24 OX D&P 
Richar | Clayto 159 | 162312 162312 
d n V_| Seighford 5 21 28 PT 22 28 PT 1d 
Josep 159 
h Sonde R_| Swynnerton 8 21633 21633 
Willia 160 
m Grace V_| Shenstone 9 ?1635 21635 
Thom | Bakew 161 
as ell R | Rolleston 9 ?1638 ?1638 
Rober 161 | 163802 163912 
t Wild R | Tatenhill 6 18 22 PT 22 23 PT 22m 
Willia Overto 161 
m n V_| Audley 5 ?1639 ?1639 
P Barton-under- 161 | 166008 166008 
Henry | Byard C | Needwood 6 14 44 | A(YK) 14 44 | A(YK) D&P 
163 | 166302 166302 
Noah Bryan R | Stafford St Mary 5 13 28 EX 13 28 EX D&P 


E13 The cohort - classically ordained ministers 

The regulations governing classical ordination are set out in An ordinance for the ordination 
of ministers by the classical presbyteries ... (28 Aug 1646) '’. This ordinance consists of a preface 
and 13 other sections which stipulate regulations for ordination. They are outlined in §R13 where a 
full account is given of the ordination of Richard Chantry. 

Some record has been found of the classical ordination of 14 Staffordshire ministers between 
1646 and 1658 of whom ten are members of the cohort (tagged 4 below). Eight men were ordained 
by the Wirksworth Classis, two in Shropshire, three in London and one probably in Surrey. 
Doubtless there were many other men classically ordained but as noted above very few records 
survive.”° 

Their records are displayed in the table and list (below). In the table Parish & type is that of 
the Staffordshire parish which they served. Four men - Fox, Shilton, Mott and Kelsall - served in 
other places at ordination as recorded in the list. 

Ordinands were required to present proof of their degree(s) but Fox who did attend university 
may not have graduated whilst Shilton, Mott and Kelsall may not have attended university. 

Ordinands were also required to be aged "foure and twenty yeares at least". Fox, Ford and 
Waldron were all (apparently) only aged 22. Of Fox, Calamy writes "He was earlier than ordinary in 
piety, in learning, and in preaching, upon which work he entered at the age of 21, with the full 
approbation of judicious divines and understanding christians.". 


Staffordshire classically ordained ministers 
Coho Li) U Ag 
rt Name t | ni Date e Classis Parish & type 
George Cross 164600 | 36 | London Clifton R 
1 00 Campville 
Thomas | Willesby 164704 | 29 | London 4 Wombourn V 
1 20 


19 Printed in full in SPC1665.5. 


20 Three other non-cohort men may be added: Samuel Beresford and Abraham Smith at Wirksworth and John Price at 
London 1st. 
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Timothy | Fox uni | 165000 | 22 | Shropshire 4 | Drayton R 
1 00 Bassett 
Joseph Shilton lit 165404 | 29 | DBY Burton-upon- IP 
06 Wirksworth Trent C 
John Mott lit 165405 | 31 | London 4 Kings Bromley PC 
1 24 
Richard Chantry 165502 | 24 | DBY Weeford PC 
1 21 Wirksworth 
Thomas | Ford 165502 | 22 | DBY 
21 Wirksworth 
Humphr | Waldron 165502 | 22 | DBY Broom R 
1 ey 21 Wirksworth 
John Greensm 165508 | 26 | DBY Colwich V 
1 ith 22 Wirksworth 
Ralph Murhall 165510 | 29 | Surrey ? Barlaston IP 
06 C 
Richard Swinfen 165603 | 26 | DBY Mavesyn R 
1 18 Wirksworth Ridware 
Thomas | Badland 165705 | 24 | DBY Willenhall PC 
1 20 Wirksworth 
1 Samuel Hall 165709 | 24 | Shropshire 4 | Barlaston PC 
16 
John Kelsall lit 165801 | 24 | DBY Mayfield V 
12 Wirksworth 


{| George Cross M.A. (presbyterian minister of Clifton Campville) c1610-1665 

He was perhaps qualified to be a presbyterian clergyman about 1637 for he is said to have "preached for 9 years without 
ordination". About 1646 he was classically ordained as a presbyterian clergyman by a London classis. Earlier he was 
chaplain to "Lady Scudamore" at Sutton Coldfield, Warwicks where he became a friend of Anthony Burgess c1606-1664 
[ODNB] who had been instituted as rector there on 3 Nov 1635. "Lady Scudamore" was Ruth Hampden 1575-1649 sister of 
William Hampden of Great Hampden, Bucks 1570-1597 whose wife Elizabeth Cromwell was aunt of Oliver Cromwell the 
Protector 1599-1658. On 7 Aug 1646 the Committee for plundered ministers recommended the Westminster assembly of 
divines to appoint him as presbyterian minister of Clifton Campville rectory. 


1 Thomas Willesby M.A. (presbyterian minister of Wombourn) 1618-1682 

He was presumably qualified to be a presbyterian clergyman by 4 Aug 1646 when he was appointed presbyterian minister 
of Bigby-cum-Somerby rectory, Lincs. On 20 Apr 1647 he was classically ordained as a presbyterian clergyman by the 
London 4th Classis. On 18 May 1652 he was appointed presbyterian minister of Wombourn vicarage (probably also serving 
Trysull parochial chapelry). 


41 Timothy Fox (presbyterian minister of Drayton Bassett) 1628-1710 

About 1650 (although not aged 24) he was (apparently) classically ordained as a presbyterian minister by the Shropshire 4th 
(or Bradford North) Classis at Whitchurch. On 6 Jul 1650 he was presented by the Commissioners of the great seal as 
presbyterian minister of Drayton Bassett rectory ... 


Joseph Shilton (parochial curate of Burton-upon-Trent) c1625-1670 

On 6 Apr 1654 he was (apparently) classically ordained as a presbyterian clergyman by the Derbyshire Wirksworth Classis 
at Shustoke, Warwicks to serve as presbyterian minister of Shustoke vicarage. In early Jun 1660 he may have continued 
here as de jure vicar but probably left office before 9 Jan 1661.2 when after probable presentation by William Paget 6th 
Baron Paget of Beaudesert K.B. 1609-1678 he was in office as parochial curate of Burton-upon-Trent. On 12 Jul 1662 he 
subscribed to The act of uniformity and was ordained deacon and priest by Lichfield on (the next day) 13 Jul 1662. 


q John Mott (presbyterian minister of Kings Bromley) e1623-1671 
On 24 May 1654 he was classically ordained as a presbyterian clergyman by the London 4th Classis likely just prior to his 
appointment as presbyterian minister of Kings Bromley parochial curacy. 


q Richard Chantry B.A. (presbyterian minister of Weeford) c1631-1694 

He was presumably qualified to be a presbyterian clergyman before 30 Oct 1654 when after nomination by the Trustees for 
the maintenance of preaching ministers (at the request of the parishioners) he was established as presbyterian minister of 
Weeford parochial curacy and on 6 Nov 1654 approved by the Commission for approbation of public preachers. On 21 Feb 
1654.5 he was classically ordained as a presbyterian clergyman by the Derbyshire Wirksworth Classis at Wirksworth. His 
thesis was entitled "An in hac vita homo possit esse certus de salutae suae eternae certitudine fidei". 


Thomas Ford B.A. (presbyterian assistant minister of Clifton Campville) c1633-c1677 

Calamy writes "He was earlier than ordinary in piety, in learning, and in preaching, upon which work he entered at the age 
of 21, with the full approbation of judicious divines and understanding christians.". On 21 Feb 1654.5 (although not aged 24) 
he was classically ordained as a presbyterian clergyman by the Derbyshire Wirksworth Classis at Wirksworth. 


1 Humphrey Waldron B.A. (presbyterian minister of Broom) 1633-1668 

On 21 Feb 1654.5 (although not aged 24) he was classically ordained as a presbyterian clergyman by the Derbyshire 
Wirksworth Classis at Wirksworth to the title of Broom rectory and on 15 May ?1655 he was appointed presbyterian minister 
of Broom. 


q John Greensmith M.A. (presbyterian minister of Colwich) ?1629-1666 

On 31 May 1654 after presentation by Oliver Cromwell (? qua the Protector) he was approved by the Commission for 
approbation of public preachers as presbyterian minister of Colwich vicarage. Apparently the same day the Trustees for the 
maintenance of preaching ministers granted him an augmentation of £80 to his annual salary of £20 which was paid for 
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about five years. On 28 Aug 1654 he was appointed an assistant commissioner for the ejection of scandalous ministers in 
Staffordshire. On 22 Aug 1655 it was ordered that he be classically ordained as a presbyterian clergyman by the Derbyshire 
Wirksworth Classis at Kniveton. (The previous day he had preached a sermon and defended his thesis "An detur peccatum 
regnans in eternatis".) 


Ralph Murhall M.A. (parochial curate of Barlaston) c1626-1696 

He was presumably qualified to be a presbyterian clergyman by 4 Jul 1655 when he was approved by the Commission for 
approbation of public preachers as presbyterian minister of Talk-on-the-Hill. On 4 Jul 1655 he was classically ordained as a 
presbyterian clergyman by a ?Surrey classis at Bermondsey St Mary Magdalene. At Talk he was replaced in office by 1659. 
In early Jun 1660 he may not have been in an office. By 1661 - then presumably anglicanly ordained deacon - he had been 
licensed parochial curate of Acton Trussell. He subscribed to The act of uniformity on 21 Aug 1662 ... 


q1 Richard Swinfen B.A. (presbyterian minister of Mavesyn Ridware) 1630-1691 

He was presumably qualified to be a presbyterian clergyman by 4 Jan 1655.6 when he was appointed presbyterian minister 
of Sandiacre parochial curacy, Derbys. On 18 Mar 1655.6 he was classically ordained as a presbyterian minister by the 
Derbyshire Wirksworth Classis at Wirksworth. His thesis was entitled "Utrum Paulina contradicat Jacobo in articulo 
Justificationis ?". 


q1 Thomas Badland B.A. (presbyterian minister of Willenhall) c1633-1698 

He was presumably qualified to be a presbyterian clergyman when he was appointed presbyterian minister of Willenhall 
parochial curacy (perhaps on 4 Feb 1656.7). On 20 May 1657 he was classically ordained as a presbyterian clergyman by the 
Derbyshire Wirksworth Classis at Wirksworth. 


q1 Samuel Hall B.A. (presbyterian minister of Barlaston) c1633-1665 

He was presumably qualified to be a presbyterian clergyman by 19 Sep 1656 when he was nominated by the Trustees for the 
maintenance of preaching ministers as presbyterian minister of Barlaston parochial curacy and admitted on 25 Sep. On 16 
Sep 1657 he was classically ordained as a presbyterian minister by Shropshire 4th (or Bradford North) Classis at Prees 
together with Philip Henry (presbyterian minister of Worthenbury, Flints) c1630-1696. 


John Kelsall (vicar of Mayfield) c1634-1698 

[He is probably the man of this name who on 12 Jan 1657.8 was classically ordained as a presbyterian clergyman by the 
Derbyshire Wirksworth Classis and appointed presybyterian minister of Hathersage vicarage, Derbys then, in early Jun 1660 
may have resigned.] 


F The cohort - appointments 


F7 Presbyterian parochial clergy - appointments 
The exact process involved in the appointment of parochial clergy during the intrusion is 
unclear (see §R7) but the six elements below were sometimes involved: 


F7.1 Acquisition of a certificate of fitness for the ministry (or certificates) 

F7.2 Presentation (or nomination)/recommendation by a patron 

F7.3 Parishioner request 

F7.4 Appointment by a person or organisation such as the Committee for plundered 
ministers 

F7.5 Approval often by the Commission for approbation of public preachers 

F7.6 Physical installation of a man in office and his possession of the parish income. 


Of the 47 cohort men three were appointed as anglican clergy - William Grace in 1635, 
Robert Wild in 1660 and George Long in 1662 - so that 44 men were appointed during the 
presbyterian intrusion. 

Of the group of 44 Richard Clayton obtained four appointments and seven other men obtained 
two - so there were a total of 54 appointments (five of which were of assistants) - all shown in the 
table below. As = assistant. 


Presbyterian parochial clergy appointments 


Ty Patron A No n | App 
Name Parish pe Date 1644 s | Patron m. Appointee | k | r. 
Ashley/ 165902 Cromwell 
Richard Astley Stowe IPC | 28 nk R 
165702 n 
Thomas | Badland Willenhall IPC | 04 D Wton/lay k 
165705 Cromwell 
Thomas | Bakewell Rolleston R 13 nk (0) 
165706 Cromwell CAP 
Thomas | Baldwin Clent V 10 nk (0) P 
Henry Bee Hanbury V 165405 | Bp Cromwell CAP 
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10 Lichfield O P 
Barton- DP 165603 
Thomas | Bladon Needwood C 02 R Tatenhill R Tatenhill 
165805 CAP 
Thomas | Bladon Alrewas V 20 Pb Alrewas TFM P 
165809 | Pb CAP 
Thomas | Brookes Hints IPC | 29 Hansacre TFM P 
165702 Cromwell CAP 
Noah Bryan Stafford St Mary R 22 Crown O P 
164703 
Henry Burford Tatenhill R 01 Crown Parliament 
165108 n 
John Butler Lichfield St Mary | V 06 D Lichfield k 
165507 Cromwell CAP 
Thomas | Buxton Tettenhall IPC | 25 nk (0) P 
Barton-u- DP 165808 
Henry Byard Needwood C 23 R Tatenhill R Tatenhill 
165410 | Pb CAP 
Richard Chantry Weeford IPC | 30 Weeford TFM P 
164800 
Richard Clayton Lichfield St Mary | V 00 D Lichfield CPM 
165100 n 
Richard Clayton Weston-u-Lizard R 00 lay k 
165206 A 
Richard | Clayton Wolverhampton Vv? 16 Crown S 
165508 n | CAP 
Richard Clayton Seighford V 29 Crown k |P 
164704 CPM/West 
George Cross Clifton Campville | R 22 lay Ass 
DP 16????? | V n 
????? Davenport | Newchapel C ? Wolstanton k 
165400 A 
Joseph Eccleshall Sedgley V 00 lay S 
165705 Stone 
Joseph Eccleshall Sedgley V 22 lay Henry 
165502 Cromwell CAP 
William Fincher Wednesbury V 28 Crown O P 
165007 
Timothy | Fox Drayton Bassett R 06 Crown COTGS 
Greensmit 165405 Cromwell CAP 
John h Colwich V 31 Pb Colwich O P 
165411 | Newcastle Newcastle CAP 
Ralph Hall Newcastle IPC | 14 bc bc P 
165609 CAP 
Samuel Hall Barlaston IPC | 19 lay TFM P 
164807 n 
Richard Hilton West Bromwich IPC | 30 nk k 
165106 A 
Richard | Hincks Wolverhampton Vv? 25 Crown S 
165200 | Pb Pipa n 
Richard Hincks Tipton IPC | 00 Minor k 
DP 165608 n | CAP 
Thomas | Miles Lichfield St Chad | C 27 V Lich St M k |P 
165902 | parishioner n 
Richard Morton Kinver IPC | 09 s? k 
165405 n 
John Mott Kings Bromley IPC | 29 Pb Alrewas k 
Sampso 164610 | D&C 
n Newton Chebsey V 01 Lichfield CPM 
Sampso 165206 n 
n Newton Weston-u-Lizard R 00 lay k 
165000 A 
John Nott Wolverhampton V? 00 Crown S 
165005 
John Nott Sheriff Hales V 30 lay COTGS 
165810 
John Orford Arley IPC |28 lord otm TFM 
165000 n 
William Overton Audley V 00 nk k 
DP 165900 n 
Thomas | Poole Talk-on-the-Hill C 00 V Audley k 
165700 A 
John Reynolds Wolverhampton V? 00 Crown S 
165711 
John Reynolds Wolverhampton V? 12 Crown TFM 
16????? n 
????? Ridwater Biddulph V ? nk k 
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165200 n 
William Rock Mayfield V 00 lay k 
164903 | Newcastle Newcastle 
Joseph Sonde Newcastle IPC | 00 bc bc 
165404 Cromwell 
Joseph Sonde Swynnerton R 24 lay O 
165903 Cromwell CAP 
William Southall Baswich IPC | 04 lay O P 
Richard Swinfen Mavesyn Ridware | R 13 lay John 
DP 165900 n 
Edward Toogood Bloxwich C 00 V Walsall k 
DP 165802 n 
William Turton Rowley Regis C 26 V Clent k 
Humphr 165505 n 
ey Waldron Broom R 15 lay k 
Wombourn- 165205 n 
Thomas | Willesby Trysull V 18 lay k 
165200 n 
William Wilson Pelsall IPC | 00 D Wton k 
165700 n 
Richard York Rushall V 00 lay k 


Of the 49 appointments of ministers (in charge) some details of the process involved survive 
in 28 cases - but none known (nk) in the other 21. 

In 2 cases a certificate of fitness is mentioned (§F7.1). 

In 20 cases the patrons (14) or nominees (6) are known (§F7.2). 

In 2 cases parishioners made requests (§F7.3). 

In 8 cases the appointees (8) are known (§F7.4). 

In 14 cases men were approved by the Commission for approbation of public preachers 
(§F7.5). 

In 2 cases some record of installation has been discovered (§F7.6). 


F7.1 Acquisition of a certificate of fitness for the ministry (or certificates) 
These certificates were to be signed by local ministers who were personally acquainted with 
the applicant (see §G1654a3). In two cases they are mentioned: 


Richard Chantry B.A. (presbyterian minister of Weeford) c1631-1694 
(In 1654) His certificate of fitness had been signed by Derbyshire ministers. 


John Orford (presbyterian minister of Arley) ?1639-.... 

On 10 Nov 1658 he received certificates of fitness from Henry Osland (of Bewdley, Worcs), Richard Fincher (of 
Worcester), Thomas Badland (presbyterian minister of Willenhall) c1634-1698 QV, John Wheeler, Fr Bromwich 
(? Thomas Bromwich of Kempsey, Worcs), John Women and John Tayler. 


F7.2 Presentation (or nomination)/recommendation by a patron 

Before the intrusion patrons might have been one of seven different types: (1) the Crown; (2) 
religious corporations (e.g. a dean & chapter or religious college); (3) religious officers (e.g. a 
bishop, dean or prebendary); (4) parochial clergymen (a rector, vicar or parochial curate); (5) lay 
corporations (e.g. a borough council or university college); (6) lay groups (e.g. freeholders, joint 
lords of a manor, parishioners or trustees) and (7) lay persons (e.g. a single lord of a manor - a man, 
his widow or his heir) (see §---) 

The rights of (1-3) the Crown, the religious corporations and the religious officers may have 
passed at first to parliament and later did pass to the Commissioners of the great seal and then to 
the office of Lord Protector. 

Presentations continued but since they could not be made to the bishopric they must have 
been made to some other body. 

Nominations were made by the Trustees for maintenance probably to the Commission for 
approbation of public preachers who are often said to have approved the nominations. 

Occasionally parishioners or other parish authorities are said to have recommended men for 
office. 


F7.2.1 Patrons 
Patrons have been discovered for 14 cohort appointments. In the lists below the (probable) 
patron in 1644 is given in [..] 


Commissioners of the great seal 
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The Commissioners of the great seal presented at least four men between 14 Jan 1649.50 and 
about May 1653 of whom two were cohort members. 


(14 Jan 1649.50) Clent vicarage [not known]: Andrew Tristram 

(30 May 1650) Sheriff Hales vicarage [lay]: { John Nott 

(6 Jul 1650) Drayton Bassett rectory [Crown]: 1 Timothy Fox - paid first fruits on 24 Feb 1651 
(27 May 1653) Tettenhall independent parochial chapelry [not known]: Richard Harrison 


Lord Protector 

Oliver Cromwell (Lord Protector) 1599-1658 (in office, 16 Dec 1653-3 Sep 1658) presented 
nine men (all cohort members) between 24 Apr 1654 and 10 May 1658. Seven of these men were 
approved by by the Commission for approbation of public preachers (CAPP). 


(24 Apr 1654) Swynnerton rectory [lay]: {| Joseph Sonde 

(10 May 1654) Hanbury vicarage [Bishop of Lichfield]: 1 Henry Bee - (CAPP) 

(31 May 1654) Colwich vicarage [Lichfield Prebend of Colwich]: { John Greensmith - (CAPP) 
(28 Feb 1654.5) Wednesbury vicarage [Crown]: 1 William Fincher - (CAPP) 

(22 Feb 1656.7) Stafford St Mary rectory [Crown]: 1 Noah Bryan - (CAPP) 

(25 Jul 1655) Tettenhall independent parochial chapelry [not known]: 1 Thomas Buxton - (CAPP) 
(13 May 1657) Rolleston rectory [not known]: 1 Thomas Bakewell 

(10 Jun 1657) Clent vicarage [not known]: 1 Thomas Baldwin’! - nom. TFM ? - (CAPP) 

(10 May 1658) Bednall independent parochial chapelry [lay] : 1 William Southall - - (CAPP) 


Richard Cromwell (Lord Protector) 1626-1712 (in office, 3 Sep 1658-24 May 1659) presented 
two men (one a cohort member) between 28 Feb 1659.9 and 25 Apr 1659. 


(28 Feb 1658.9) Stowe independent parochial chapelry [unknown]: { Richard Ashley ALIAS Astley 
(25 Apr 1659) Ellastone vicarage [lay]: Abraham Smith 


Lay patrons 
Two lay patrons presented two cohort men during 1657. 


(22 May 1657) Sedgley vicarage [lay]: 1 Joseph Eccleshall - patron: Henry Stone of Walsall esquire c1605- 
1689 (a parliamentarian) 

(13 Nov 1657) Mavesyn Ridware rectory [lay]: { Richard Swinfen - patron: John Agard of Foston in Scropton, 
Derbys gentleman c1583-c1657 


F7.2.2 Nominees 

Eight men (of which 6 cohort men) were nominated by the Trustees for maintenance from about 
Oct 1654 to 22 Dec 1658. Thomas Baldwin”? may also have been nominated. Six of these men were 
approved by by the Commission for approbation of public preachers (CAPP) of whom 4 were cohort 
members. 


(c30 Oct 1654) Weeford independent parochial chapelry [Pb Weeford] : 1 Richard Chantry ... (CAPP) (also 
parishioners) 

(c19 Sep 1656) Barlaston independent parochial chapelry [lay]: { Samuel Hall ... (CAPP) 

(12 Nov 1657) Wolverhampton ?vicarage [Crown]: § John Reynolds 

(c31 Mar 1658) Uttoxeter vicarage [D&C Windsor]: Michael Edge ... (CAPP) 

(c20 May 1658) Alrewas [Lichfield Prebend of Alrewas]: 1 Thomas Bladon ... (CAPP) 

(c29 Sep 1658) Hints [Lichfield Prebend of Hansacre]: { Thomas Brookes ... (CAPP) 

(c28 Oct 1658) Arley [lord of the manor]: 4 John Orford 

(22 Dec 1658) Weston-upon-Trent (rectory) [lay]; William Bromesgrove (CAPP) 


F7.3 Parishioner request 
Parishioners made requests regarding three appointments of which two (tagged 4 below) 
were for cohort men. 


q Richard Chantry B.A. (presbyterian minister of Weeford) c1631-1694 


21 Baldwin: On 10 Jun 1657 after presentation by Oliver Cromwell (Lord Protector) (? and nomination by the Trustees for 
maintenance) he was approved by the Commission for approbation of public preachers as presbyterian minister of Clent 
vicarage. 


22 Baldwin: On 10 Jun 1657 after presentation by Oliver Cromwell (Lord Protector) (? and nomination by the Trustees for 
maintenance) he was approved by the Commission for approbation of public preachers as presbyterian minister of Clent 
vicarage. 
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He was presumably qualified to be a presbyterian clergyman before 30 Oct 1654 when after nomination by the 
Trustees for maintenance (at the request of the parishioners) he was established as presbyterian minister of 
Weeford parochial chapelry 


€q Joseph Eccleshall B.A. 1633-1692 

He was presumably qualified to be a presbyterian clergyman by 1654 when he preached a "lecture sermon" at 
Dudley which was heard by some Sedgley parishioners. They requested their compliant minister William 
Parkes c1604-1656 "who was old and weak" to appoint Eccleshall as his assistant. 


Edward Neville B.A. c1615-1672 
By 29 Apr 1644 Neville, after a request from the parishioners, had been appointed compliant minister of 
Baswich parochial chapelry. 


F7.4 Appointment by a person or organisation such as the Committee for plundered 
ministers 

Eight appointments were made. Parliament appointed Henry Burford as compliant minister of 
Tatenhill rectory. He in turn (as patron) appointed Thomas Bladon and Henry Byard as ministers of 
Barton-under-Needwood parochial chapelry. Newcastle borough council appointed Ralph Hall and 
Joseph Sonde as ministers of Newcastle parochial chapelry. The Committee for plundered ministers 
appointed Sampson Newton and recommended the appointment by the Westminster assembly of 
divines of George Cross. Ralph Hall was approved by the Commission for approbation of public 
preachers (CAPP). 


q Thomas Bladon c1631-1703 

He was presumably qualified to be a presbyterian clergyman by 2 Mar 1655.6 when, probably after 
appointment by the patron Henry Burford (compliant minister of Tatenhill rectory) c1590-...., he took office as 
presbyterian minister of Barton-under-Needwood parochial chapelry ... 


q Henry Burford (compliant minister of Tatenhill) c1590-.... 
Most likely he had already resigned before 1 Mar 1646.7 when he was "appointed" by parliament as compliant 
minister of Tatenhill rectory. 


q1 Henry Byard M.A. (presbyterian minister of Barton-under-Needwood) c1616-1677 

By 23 Aug 1658, probably after appointment by the patron Henry Burford (compliant minister of Tatenhill 
rectory) c1590-...., he was in office as presbyterian minister of Barton-under-Needwood parochial chapelry 
where his annual salary of £50 was paid for by Burford. 


4 Richard Clayton M.A. ?1595-1669 
Probably later in 1648 the Committee for plundered ministers appointed him compliant joint minister of 
Lichfield St Mary vicarage. 


{ George Cross M.A. (presbyterian minister of Clifton Campville) c1610-1665 
On 7 Aug 1646 the Committee for plundered ministers recommended the Westminster assembly of divines to 
appoint him as presbyterian minister of Clifton Campville rectory. 


q Ralph Hall e1604-1685 

On 14 Nov 1654 as "late of Knottesford in the Countie of Chester, Clerke" he was appointed presbyterian 
minister of Newcastle parochial chapelry by Newcastle borough council. ... On 26 Oct 1655 he was approved 
by the Commission for approbation of public preachers ... 


1T Sampson Newton M.A. 1603-.... 
He was presumably qualified to be a presbyterian clergyman by 1 Oct 1646 when the Committee for plundered 
ministers appointed him ?presbyterian minister of Chebsey vicarage ... 


q Joseph Sonde B.A. ?1598-1672 
About Mar 1648.9 he was appointed compliant minister of Newcastle parochial chapelry by Newcastle 
borough council. On 28 Aug 1649 their record reads " It is agreed that 


F7.5 Approval often by the Commission for approbation of public preachers 

Fourteen cohort men were approved by the Commission for approbation of public preachers. 
Seven after presentation by Oliver Cromwell (see §F7.2.1), four after nomination by the Trustees 
for maintenance (see §F7.2.1), one after appointment by Newcastle borough council (see §F7.3) and 
two men - Richard Clayton and Thomas Miles after an unknown appointment. 


F7.6 Physical installation of a man in office and his possession of the parish income. 
Record of the installation of two cohort men has been discovered: 


1 Thomas Bladon c1631-1703 
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He was presumably qualified to be a presbyterian clergyman by 2 Mar 1655.6 when, probably after 
appointment by the patron Henry Burford (compliant minister of Tatenhill rectory) c1590-...., he took office as 
presbyterian minister of Barton-under-Needwood parochial chapelry and recorded the event in the parish 
register "Thomas Bladen auspicatur apud Barton sub need=wood Martij 2do Anno Dom. 1655". 


q{ Sampson Newton M.A. 1603.-.... 

He was presumably qualified to be a presbyterian clergyman by 1 Oct 1646 when the Committee for plundered 
ministers appointed him ?presbyterian minister of Chebsey vicarage and granted him an augmentation of £40 
to his annual salary of £50 or £60. However he did not obtain possession until after 16 Jan 1646.7 when the 
Committee of parliament for Staffordshire was "to assist Mr Newton to take possession ...". 


G The cohort - religious careers 


Mt aw 


G1653 Fhe “Worcestershire asseciation_1653-214669) 
165349 


166224 Aug 1662 act of uniformity 


1663-presecutions_at Lichfield 
41665 -Hearth Fax 
G1665 Fhe five mile act {17 Charles Tf 62} G31 Oct 1665)" 


23 An act for restraining non-conformists from inhabiting in corporations (aka The five mile act) (aka The Oxford act) {17 
Charles II c2} (31 Oct 1665) 
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61660-1 Anal . | Gun-1660) 
G1660.2 An act for the-confirming-and-restering_of ministers_12-Charles-H ¢47} 43 Sep 1660) 
61662 TI (uniformity (19 May 1662) 


61672_Declarati Cindul oi tend ; (45 Mar 1674.2) 
G1672 GCehert Heenses_te teach issued ander the Declaratoen_of indulgence 


G1642b Committee for plundered ministers (31 Dec 1642-2 Sep 1654) 

The Committee for plundered ministers was set up by parliament on 31 Dec 1642 to provide 
financial support to plundered ministers - clergymen who having supported parliament had been 
removed by royalists. The committee was based in London but from 1643 various county 
committees were set up and were still operative in 1659. 

Over time the committees' duties also included appointing deserving presbyterian ministers to 
vacant livings and granting augmentations to those holding poor livings. They also investigated 
complaints against ministers in office and ejected or sequestered any found unsuitable (malignant 
or scandalous). Ministers might be considered unsuitable because of their behaviour, their political 
support for the monarchy or their religious support of anglican values. Complaints against 
ministers were often made by their parishioners who might in some cases have given false 
testimony. 

On 2 Sep 1654 (? some of) the powers of the committee were transferred to the Trustees for 
maintenance (§G1654¢c). 

In Staffordshire the following records of the committee's work have been discovered. The 
seven men tagged {1 below were cohort members. 


(c1646) Nathaniel Hinde ... appointed him presbyterian minister of Penkridge vicarage an annual salary of £24 

(1646) Thomas Mason ... sequestered him after a group of parishioners exhibited articles against him 

(25 Apr 1646) Christopher Turner ... appointed him as compliant minister of Grindon rectory 

(25 Jun 1646) John Presbury ... appointed him as compliant minister [of Hanbury vicarage] 

(1 Jul 1646) John Dolman ... granted him an augmentation of £50 to his annual salary of £20 

(7 Aug 1646) 1 George Cross ... recommended the Westminster assembly of divines to appoint him as presbyterian minister 
of Clifton Campville rectory. 

(1 Oct 1646) 1 Sampson Newton ... appointed him ?presbyterian minister of Chebsey vicarage and granted an augmentation 
of £40 to his annual salary of £50 or £60 

(Dec 1646) Deliverance Fennyhouse ... acting in the place of the delinquent Sir Harvey Bagot of Blithfield 1st Baronet 1591- 
1660, appointed him compliant minister of Leigh rectory. 

(16 Dec 1646) Charles Wynne ... appointed him as compliant minister of Penn vicarage and granted him an augmentation of 
£50 to his annual salary of £30. 

(15 Jan 1646.7) 1 Henry Byard ... ordered him to be sequestered for non-payment of fifths 

(14 Mar 1646.7) Hugh Humphreys ... sequestered him having found that he had deserted his cure and been in arms against 
parliament. 

(12 Jul 1647) Richard Buller ... granted him an augmentation of £10/10/0 

(24 Jul 1647) { Joseph Sonde ... investigated - and apparently dismissed - a claim by Sonde that he had been appointed here 
as compliant minister or "settled into this rectory". 

(c1648) {1 Richard Clayton ... appointed him compliant joint minister of Lichfield St Mary 

(30 Sep 1648) 1 Thomas Miles ... appointed him presbyterian minister of Onecote and granted an augmentation of £20 pa to 
his annual salary 

(30 Dec 1648) Ralph Astle ... granted him an augmentation of £30 to his annual salary of £26/13/4 

(4 Apr 1651) Thomas Dresser .... appointed him presbyterian minister of Newchapel parochial chapelry and granted him an 
augmentation of £50 to his annual salary of £30 

(5 Dec 1651) Humphrey Repton ... appointed him compliant minister of Weston-upon-Trent parochial chapelry 

(16 Mar 1652.3) William Greenwood ... granted him an augmentation of £22 to his annual salary of £35 

(23 Oct 1655) 1 Thomas Buxton ... withheld an augmentation to his annual salary on the petition of the former minister 
Richard Harrison c1611-1676 [but query date] 


G1643b Westminster assembly of divines (active, 12 Jun 1643-Mar 1653) 


24 Appendix W1672 Licences for buildings to be used as meeting-places gives full details. 
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The Westminster assembly of divines was active from 12 Jun 1643 to Mar 1653. It consisted of 
clergymen and members of parliament. Each county was represented by two clergymen. Francis 
Coke M.A. (minister of Yoxall) 1598-1682 and John Lightfoot D.D. (minister of Ashley) 1602-1675 
were Staffordshire representatives. Richard Clayton ?1595-1669 (later Seighford) was a 
Leicestershire representative. 

The assembly produced a number of works collectively referred to as the "Westminster 
Standards". They include: the Directory for public worship (1644), the Westminster confession of 
faith (4 Dec 1646), the Westminster shorter catechism (1647) and the Westminster longer 
catechism (1647). 

The assembly were consulted over the appointment of least two Staffordshire men. Cross was 
a cohort member. 


(7 Aug 1646) George Cross M.A. (presbyterian minister of Clifton Campville) c1610-1665 ... On 7 Aug 1646 the Committee 
for plundered ministers recommended the Westminster assembly of divines to appoint him as presbyterian minister of 
Clifton Campville rectory. 

(16 Dec 1646) Charles Wynne (vicar of Penn) c1619-1669 ... the Committee for plundered ministers (with the approval of the 
Westminster assembly of divines) appointed him as compliant minister of Penn vicarage ... 


G1645 The presbyterian intrusion (1644/60) - augmentations 

On 17 Mar 1644.5 the Committee for plundered ministers completed a report “on the 
method of augmenting poor livings” intended for presentation to the House of Commons”’. The six 
sections may be summarised: 


§1 Every poor vicarage and parsonage (with cure of souls) to have an adequate allowance from the revenue 
of deans and chapters. 

§2 All impropriators legally obliged to maintain a cure who have £100 pa shall make up the minister’s 
maintenance to £50 pa (except universities, colleges and schools). 

§3 The revenue from bishop’s impropriations to supplement §1. 

§4 Estimates to be produced of revenues of estates and impropriations of deans, chapters and bishops. 

§5 Information to be gathered from county committees and the First Fruits Office regarding the value of 
livings. 

§6 Provision for the union of poor livings. 


Perhaps from about this date the Committee were in charge of augmentations. Subsequently 
augmentations were also made from various personal sequestered estates etc. By an ordinance of 5 
Apr 1650 the Committee for the universities’ was appointed to advise on maintenance payments 
(augmentations and grants) for ministers. It reviewed and sometimes altered these payments 
between 24 Jun 1650 and 21 Apr 1652 but did not interfere (in Staffordshire) with the Committee 
for plundered ministers.” On 2 Sep 1654 the powers of both the committees were transferred to 
the Trustees for maintenance”. They were presumably disbanded in 1660. 

Twenty four cohort men are known to have received augmentations to their salaries (below). 
All these augmentations were in Staffordshire except that for Thomas Bakewell who was then at 
Derby St Werburgh. Richard Clayton recieved augmentations at both Lichfield St Mary and 
Seighford. 

The parishes where augmentations were made included only one rectory - the others were 
vicarages (12), independent parochial curacies (10) and dependent parochial curacies (2). 
Augmentations varied in value from £10 (3 men) to £150 pa (1 man) with an (approximate) average 
of £42. 


Augmentations granted to cohort men 


Ty Sala 
pe | Parish Name £TOE | ry 
IPC | Willenhall 2 
Thomas | Badland 20 | 4 | nk 
V Derby St Werburgh DBY | Thomas | Bakewell 50 |- 18 
V Clent (Worcs dioc.) 3 
Thomas | Baldwin 10 | 0 | nk 
V Hanbury Henry Bee 20 |- |80 
V Alrewas Thomas | Bladon 24 |- nk 
IPC | Hints Thomas | Brookes 50 | - nk 
R Stafford St Mary Noah Bryan 40 |- | 24 


25 See NCO1645 Augmentations 

26 See §G1646 

27 Shaw (1900) II p216-7; SHC 1915 p lxiv 
28 See §G1654c 
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IPC | Tettenhall 
? 


? Thomas | Buxton 73 |- nk 
IPC | Weeford Richard | Chantry 80 |- | nk 
V Lichfield St Mary 15 

Richard | Clayton* 0 - | nk 
V Seighford Richard | Clayton* 20 |- | nk 
V Wednesbury William | Fincher 30 |- nk 
V Colwich Greensmit 

John h 80 |- 20 
IPC | Newcastle Ralph Hall 50 |- | nk 
IPC | Barlaston Samuel | Hall 50 |- | nk 
IPC | West Bromwich Richard | Hilton 20 | - nk 
IPC | Tipton 2 

Richard | Hincks 10 |O | nk 


DP Onecote 


C Thomas | Miles 20 |- nk 
V Chebsey Sampso 50/6 
n Newton 40 |- 0 
IPC | Arley 5 
John Orford 40 | 5 | nk 
V Audley William | Overton 20 |- nk 
V Mayfield William | Rock 18 | - nk 
IPC | Newcastle Joseph Sonde 64 |- | 14 
DP | Rowley Regis 
C William | Turton 10 |- nk 
V Wombourn Thomas | Willesby 60 |- |nk 
Average 42 


G1646 Committee for the reformation of the universities (aka Committee for the 
universities) (Jul 1646-2 Sep 1654) 

The Committee for the reformation of the universities (aka Committee for the universities) 
was formed by the House of Commons about Jul 1646 to undo all nominations to Oxford college 
masterships whilst it was a royalist garrison. In 1649 its remit was extended to Cambridge 
University and Winchester College. By an ordinance of 5 Apr 1650 it was appointed to advise on 
maintenance payments (augmentations and grants) for ministers. It reviewed and sometimes 
altered these payments between 24 Jun 1650 and 21 Apr 1652 but did not interfere (in 
Staffordshire) with the Committee for plundered ministers.” On 2 Sep 1654 the powers of the 
committee were transferred to the Trustees for maintenance (§G1654c). 


In Staffordshire the Committee for the reformation of the universities made or confirmed 
various augmentations and grants to ministers in seven (or perhaps 10) parishes% (below). Of the 
named ministers only Sonde was a cohort member. 


(?1650) Newcastle: {| Joseph Sonde ... augmentations were confirmed 

(27 Nov 1650) Norton-under-Cannock: Roger Lynch ... made him a grant of £30 pa from the prebend of Colwich 

(22 Jan 1650.1) Baswich: Thomas Addenbrook ... Granted by the trustees the aforenamed augmentation of £18/13/4 in 
accordance with an order made by the Committee for the reformation of the universities dated 22 Jan 1650.1. 

(17 Mar 1651.2) Burton-upon-Trent: Philip Sharpe ... On 17 Mar 1651.2 the Committee (? for the reformation of the 
universities) granted him an augmentation of £50 to his annual salary of £40. 

(28 May 1651) Colwich: Gilbert Gallamore ... On 28 May 1651 the Committee (? for the reformation of the universities) 
stated that on 7 Oct 1646 the aforenamed committee had granted him an augmentation of £50 pa and ordered that this £50 
augmentation should be continued. 

(26 Sep 1651) High Offley: John Hall ... augmentation confirmed 

(7 Jan 1651.2) Dilhorne: William Thomson ... continued a grant 

(7 Jan 1651.2) Newchapel: Thomas Dresser ... On 28 Jan 1651.2 the Committee (? for the reformation of the universities) 
granted him a different augmentation. 

(31 Mar 1652) Longdon: Nathaniel Mott ... granted him an augmentation of £16/6/8 to his annual salary of £55. 

(?date) Uttoxeter: Thomas Lightfoot ... [a confirmation] 


This is copied from 1665 main text 
G1648 The Staffordshire testimony (Jul 1648) 

The Staffordshire testimony was sent up to London in Jul 1648°'. It is printed in full (SW1648). 
Put briefly it might read "We, Staffordshire ministers, subscribe to the Solemn league and covenant 


29 Shaw (1900) II p216-7; SHC 1915 p lxiv 
30 Others may still be discovered. 
31 The exact date is given in various sources as 18, 19 or 28 Jul. 
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and to the views of London ministers against various heresies and schisms. As other provinces 
already have we now add our testimony ... [§1] to approve the Westminster confession of faith as 
presented by the Westminster assembly of divines; [§2] to disapprove of antiscripturism*?, 
socinianism*’, anabaptism™, arminianism*’, antinominianism*, quakerism®’, erastianism etc*®; [§3] 
to approve An ordination for the punishing of blasphemies (2 May 1648); [§4] to approve the form 
of church government presented by the Westminster assembly and seek agreements with 
dissenters such as congregationalists and [§5] to reaffirm the Solemn league and covenant. 

The testimony was signed by 38 Staffordshire clergymen (below) of whom 22 had been 
ordained anglicans [A], nine were qualified as presbyterians [P] and seven others are of uncertain 
status [?] (but likely presbyterian). Thirteen of the 1665 cohort men (in bold in list below) signed 
the testimony and of these 12 had been ordained anglicans and only one (Hinde) was a 
presbyterian. Another member of the cohort Nicholas Smith, then minister of Tatham, Lancs, 
signed the Lancashire testimony the same year. 


Thomas Alsop (minister of Cheadle) c1615-1682 [A] 

Edward Barton (minister of Wednesbury) c1600-?1654 [?] 

Richard Bell (minister of Stafford St Chad) c1616-1686 [P] 

John Bould (minister of Alrewas) c1623-1657 [?] 

Richard Bourne (minister of Cannock) 1612-1687 [A] 

Francis Bowyer (minister of Leek) 1605-1648 [A] 

John Bowyer (minister of Biddulph) c1599-?1654 [A] 

William Brooks (assistant minister of Clifton Campville) e1608-.... [P] 
Thomas Burdall (minister of Walsall) c1608-1662 [A] 

Zachary Crofton (minister of Newcastle) c1626-1672 [P] 

George Cross (minister of Clifton Campville) c1610-1665 [P] 

John Dolman (minister of Brewood) c1617-1690 [A] 

Robert Dowley (minister of Elford) c1584-1672 [A] 
Deliverance Fennyhouse (minister of Leigh) 1605-1672 [A] 
Samuel Frankland (head master of Lichfield Grammar School) c1621-1691 [P] 
Gawin Hamilton (minister of Alstonfield) c1594-?1675 [A] 
Nathaniel Hinde (minister of Penkridge) c1606-1673 [P] 
Alexander Howe (minister of Draycott-in-the-Moors) c1583-1649 [A] 
John Jackson (minister of Madeley) c1605-.... [A] 

William Jennings (minister of Church Eaton) c1613-1673 [A] 
Isaac Keeling (minister of Wolstanton) 1605-1679 [A] 

William Langley (minister of Ellastone) c1609-1689 [?] 

Thomas Lightfoot (minister of Uttoxeter) c1572-1653 [A] 

Roger Lynch (minister of Norton-under-Cannock) c1613-1668 [A] 
Thomas Mountney (minister of Ilam) c1597-1656 [A] 

Edward Neville (minister of Standon) c1615-1672 [A] 
Sampson Newton (minister of Weston-under-Lizard) c1603-.... [P] 
Nicholas Paston (minister of Kingswinford) c1599-1669 [A] 
Philip Sharpe (minister of Kings Bromley) c1616-.... [P] 

Ithiel Smart (minister of Wombourn) c1599-1661 [A] 

John Smith (minister of Audley) c1615-.... [?] 

Joseph Sonde (minister) ?1598-.... [P] 

Francis Stone (schoolmaster of Walsall) e1618-.... [?] 

Henry Stubbs (minister of Blore Ray) c1589-1651 [A] 

John Taylor (minister of Checkley) e1605-1659 [?] 

Christopher Turner (minister of Grindon) c1611-1675 [A] 
Robert Ward (minister of Horton) ?c1612-?1682 [?] 


32 Antiscripturism. The denial of the truth and authority of scripture. 

33 Socinianism. A system of beliefs. In particular the non-trinitarian belief that God is only God the Father, that Jesus was 
only a man and that the Holy Ghost is only the word of God. 

34 Anabaptism. The belief that only adult baptism admitted a candidate to the church - not infant baptism. 

35 Arminianism. A system of beliefs. In particular that: Salvation is conditional on belief in Jesus; Jesus died to atone for the 
sins of all men; man has free will, is irreligious and is sinful; man is only made graceful through the Holy Spirit and can only 
then be good; man may only perform "good works" after he is graceful; man can reject being graceful (but to be determined 
by Holy Scripture); and man once made graceful has also been given the means to continue thus. 

36 Antinominianism. The belief that the elect (people selected by God to achieve salvation) are not obliged to obey moral law. 
37 Quakerism. A system of beliefs which included refusal to take oaths, rejection of any church government (including the 
system of tithes) and denial of the necessity of clergymen. 

38 Erastianism. The belief that church government should be under the control of civil government. In the mid 17C this 
would be parliament. 
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Charles Wynne (minister of Penn) c1619-1669 [A] 
G1650 “The engagement” 


The Engagement Controversy was a debate in England from 1649-1652 regarding loyalty to the 
new regime after Pride's Purge and the execution of Charles I. During this period hundreds of 
pamphlets were published in England supporting 'engagement' to the new regime or denying the 
right of English citizens to shift their allegiance from the deposed king to Oliver Cromwell and his 
associates. 


In 1650 the statement of engagement took the form: "I do declare and promise, that I will be true 
and faithful to the Commonwealth of England, as it is now established, without a King or House of 
Lords."[1] 


Participants in the debate are generally regarded either as de facto theorists or royalists. De facto 
theorists advocated loyalty to any government capable of taking power and maintaining internal 
peace and order. They argued that unless people are willing to accept any government that can 
protect them, mankind would be doomed to perpetual civil war. Most royalists argued that the 
people of England were already 'engaged' to the King, and could not change their loyalties. 


“About 1650 he is said to have refused to make the statement of engagement expressing loyalty to 
the new regime. “ 


Timothy Fox 
Ralph Hall 


G1653 The "Worcestershire association" (1653-?1660)* 

The "Worcestershire association" of ministers was formed by Richard Baxter before 2 May 
1653*°. Its last meetings were likely convened in early 1660. 

Of its membership Baxter later writes in Reliquiae Baxterianae (1686) p90: 


Another of my great Advantages was, the true Worth and Unanimity the honest Ministers of the Country 
round about us, who associated in a way Concord with us: Their Preaching was powerful and sober; their 
Spirits peaceable and meek, disowning the Treasons and Iniquities of the times as well as we; they were 
wholly addicted to the winning of Souls; self-denying and of most blameless Lives; Evil spoken of by no Sober 
Men but greatly beloved by their own People, and all that knew them adhering; to no Faction; neither 
Episcopal, Presbyterian nor Independent, as to Parties; but desiring Union. and loving that which is good in 
all. 

These meeting weekly at our Lecture, and monthly at our Disputation, constrained a Reverence in the 
People to their Worth and Unity, and consequently furthered my Work, such were .... [list includes ] ... Mr 
Andrew Trisham Minister of Bridgnorth; Mr Tho. Baldwin Minister of Clent; Mr Wilsby of Womborne; Mr John 
Reignolds of Wolverhampton; Mr Joseph Rocke of Rowley; Mr Humphrey Waldern of Broome; Mr J. Nott of 
Sheriff hales 


Staffordshire members 

Eleven of the 72 signatories (below) were Staffordshire clergymen from eight parishes. The 
six men tagged 1 below were members of the cohort. Clent and Broom were in a detached portion 
of Staffordshire lying in Worcestershire and in Worcester diocese. Kinver and Rowley Regis 
bordered on Worcestershire whilst Enville, Tipton, Wombourn & Trysull and Wolverhampton were 
close by. Only Sheriff Hales, on the border with Shropshire, was some distance (say 25 miles north) 
of Worcestershire. 


(1653-6) Andrew Tristram (presbyterian minister of Clent) ?1628-1682 (deprived, 1662, from Bridgnorth, 
Salop) 

(1654) Samuel Smith (compliant minister of Kinver) c1596-.... (?dead) 

(early 1656) John Nott (presbyterian minister of Sheriff Hales) 1625-1702 (deprived, 1662) 

(early 1656) 1 Humphrey Waldron (presbyterian minister of Broom) 1633-1688 (deprived, 1662) 

(late 1656) Lancelot Bromwich (presbyterian minister of Enville) 1627-1681 (conformed, 1662) 

(late 1656) 1 Richard Hincks (presbyterian minister of Tipton e1622-1683 (deprived, 1662) 

(late 1656) Roger Kimberley (presbyterian minister of Kinver) 1631-1658 (dead) 


39 This account relies heavily on Geoffrey F. Nuttall "The Worcestershire association: its membership" in The journal of 
ecclesiastical history. Volume one (1950) [Geoffrey Fillingham Nuttall 1911-2007] and Shaw (1900) II p454-5. And see 
§N1653 "Worcestershire Association". 

4° Baxter signed with this date in An explication of some passages in the foregoing propositions. 
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(late 1656) Josiah Rocke (presbyterian minister of Rowley Regis) e1610-.... (deprived, 1662, from Saundby 
Notts) 

(?date) Thomas { Baldwin (presbyterian minister of Clent) c1628-1701 (deprived, 1662) 

(?date) John 1 Reynolds (presbyterian minister of Wolverhampton) 1632-1683 (vol. resigned, 1660) 
(2?date) Thomas {| Willesby (presbyterian minister of Wombourn) 1618-1682 (deprived, 1662) 


No similar association was formed in Staffordshire. Matthews comments?!: 


"Our county never attained to an Association of its own, though the matter was mooted. In August, 1658, 
Michael Edge [Michael Edge M.A. (vicar of Uttoxeter) 1634-1683], who had succeeded Thomas Lightfoot at 
Uttoxeter, wrote to Baxter, "God hath awakened the ministers of these parts to attempt such a work, i.e., an 
association; what they have done yet is but an embryo; something they have consulted of to reform their 
congregations of ignorance and scandal." He asks Baxter to advise them how best to proceed, "it is not my 
single desire, but would satisfy my brethren much and was much desired by Mr. Taylor of Checkley." Baxter 
replied, and there the matter ended so far as we know. 


G1654a2 Commission for approbation of public preachers (aka the Triers) (24 Mar 
1653.4) 

The Commission for approbation of public preachers, whose members were styled the Triers, 
was created on 20 Mar 1653.4 by An ordinance for appointing commissioners for approbation of 
public preachers (see §V1654a) as a national committee to approve the future appointment of 
parochial ministers (and also, retrospectively, men appointed since 1 Apr 1653). The commission 
consisted of 29 ministers (congregationalists, particular baptists and presbyterians) and nine 
laymen. After a man was presented to a parish he was required to acquire a certificate of fitness for 
the ministry which had to be signed by local ministers who were personally acquainted with him. 

In the period 10 May 1654 to 30 Mar 1659 at least 23 men (below) were approved in 
Staffordshire. Of these 14 men (tagged 4 below) were cohort members. And see table at............ 


(10 May 1654) 1 Henry Bee Hanbury vicarage 

(30 May 1654) Richard Leeves Forton rectory 

(31 May 1654) 1 John Greensmith Colwich vicarage 

(6 Nov 1654) 1 Richard Chantry Weeford parochial chapelry 
(28 Feb 1654.5) 1 William Fincher Wednesbury vicarage 

(4 Jul 1655) Ralph Murhall Talk-on-the-Hill parochial chapelry 
(25 Jul 1655) 1 Thomas Buxton Tettenhall parochial chapelry 
(29 Aug 1655) § Richard Clayton Seighford vicarage 

(26 Oct 1655) Ralph Hall Newcastle parochial chapelry 

(27 ?Aug 1656) 1 Thomas Miles Lichfield St Chad parochial chapelry. 
(p19 Sep 1656) T Samuel Hall Barlaston parochial chapelry 
(22 Feb 1656.7) 1 Noah Bryan Stafford St Mary rectory 

(10 Jun 1657) 1 Thomas Baldwin Clent vicarage 

(3 Feb 1657.8) William Yates Blore Ray rectory 

(31 Mar 1658) Michael Edge Uttoxeter vicarage 

(20 May 1658) 1 Thomas Bladon Alrewas vicarage 

(23 Jul 1658) Samuel Langley Tamworth parochial chapelry 
(4 Aug 1658) Richard Harrison Blithfield rectory 

(29 Sep 1658) 1 Thomas Brookes Hints parochial chapelry 
(12 Jan 1658.9) Lancelot Bromwich Enville rectory 

(11 Feb 1658.9) Devereux Spencer Cheadle rectory 

(4 Mar 1658.9) 1 William Southall Baswich parochial chapelry 
(30 Mar 1659) Lawrence Dawson Bramshall rectory 


G1654a3 Certifiers of fitness for the ministry (24 Mar 1653.4-1659) 

As stated above the Commission for approbation of public preachers required men requesting 
appointment as parochial ministers to acquire a certificate of fitness for the ministry which had to 
be signed by local ministers who were personally acquainted with him. In the period to 1659 ten 
cohort men signed such certificates: Thomas Badland, Thomas Bakewell, Thomas Baldwin, John 
Butler, Richard Chantry, Richard Clayton, William Fincher, John Nott, Joseph Sonde and Thomas 
Willesley. 


41 Matthews (1924) p28 quoting Dr Williams' Library Baxter MSS i 106 
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G1654b Commission for the ejection of ignorant, scandalous, insufficient or negligent 
ministers and schoolmasters (aka Commissioners for ejection) (28 Aug 1654) 

The Commission for the ejection of ignorant, scandalous, insufficient or negligent ministers 
and schoolmasters (aka the Commissioners for ejection) was created by An ordinance for ejecting 
scandalous, ignorant and insufficient ministers and schoolmasters on 28 Aug 1654 as a national 
committee to approve the ejection of unsuitable parochial presbyterian ministers and 
schoolmasters. The national committee set up individual county committees to act on its behalf. 

In the county 20 men were appointed as commissioners to eject scandalous ministers. 


[Stafford] Sir Charls Wolseley Baronet, John Swinfen junior, Adshead, John Lee of Rushall, Henry Stone, 
William Bendy junior, Thomas Bagnal Esq; William Turton Gent. Zachary Babington, Thomas Sanders Esq; 
Thomas Whitgrave Esq; William Gent Gentleman, George Bellot, John Chetwood Esquires, Master Mott, 
Master Myners, Master Saxon, John Ley, Thomas Fox of Tamworth, Gent. Alexander Wightwick Esq*” 


And eleven ministers were appointed as assistant commissioners to eject scandalous 
ministers. 


[Stafford] Mr. Burdel Minister of Walshal, Mr. Burgess Minister of Sutton-Cofield in Warwickshire, Mr. Butler 
Minister of Leichfield, Mr. Blake Minister of Tamworth, Mr. John Greensmith Minister of Colwich, Mr. Machin, 
Mr. Cleyton Minister of Wolverhampton, Mr. Sharp Minister of Burton, Mr. Sound of Newcastle under Line, 
Mr. Not of Sheriffnals, Mr. Taylor. 


They were: 
Thomas Byrdall (compliant minister of Walsall) c1608-1662 
Anthony Burgess (compliant minister of Sutton Coldfield, Warwicks) c1606-1664 
4 John Butler (presbyterian joint minister of Lichfield St Mary) c1621-c1670 
Thomas Blake (compliant minister of Tamworth) c1596-1657 
{ John Greensmith (presbyterian minister of Colwich) c1630-1666 
John Machin (presbyterian minister of Newbold Astbury, Cheshire 1624-1707) 
1 Richard Clayton compliant assistant minister of Wolverhampton) 31595-1669 
Philip Sharpe (presbyterian minister of Burton-upon-Trent) c1616-1669 
{| Joseph Sonde (compliant minister of Newcastle) ?1598-1672 
1 John Nott (presbyterian Minister of Sheriff Hales) 1625-1702 
John Taylor (presbyterian minister of Checkley) e1605-1659 


These eleven men were presumably all committed presbyterians of whom five (asterixed) 
were cohort members. Of the other six Burgess and Machin were not Staffordshire men whilst 
Blake, Byrdall and Taylor died before The act of uniformity (19 May 1662) and Sharpe left the 
county before 1659. 

In other counties three other cohort men were appointed as assistant commissioners: Thomas 
Bakewell in Derbyshire & Nottinghamshire, Henry Byard in Yorkshire East Riding and William 
Grace in Leicesetrshire. 


G1654c Trustees for the maintenance of preaching ministers (aka Trustees for 
maintenance) (2 Sep 1654) 

Although in existence by 1649 the Trustees were re-empowered on 2 Sep 1654 when the 
powers of the Committee for the reformation of the universities and of the Committee for plundered 
ministers were transferred to them. They were presumably disbanded in 1660. 


... the Trustees for Maintenance were no longer merely a body of payers, following in their payments the direction of a 
consultative body placed above them. Henceforth they united both functions in themselves. They had power to review all 
augmentations in as full and ample manner as the late Committee for Regulating the Universities had been able to do, and 
with the approbation of Cromwell and his council to allow, disallow or alter such augmentations, and to grant augmentations 
and allowances de novo to such places, preachers or schoolmasters as they should think fit. ... In accordance with this Act, 
the Trustees for Maintenance of Ministers were for six years to control this great scheme of ecclesiastical charity, in 
subordination to the Protector and his Council [Shaw II (1900) p230-2] 


42 Sir Charles Wolseley of Wolseley in Colwich 2nd baronet c1630-1714; John Swinfen of Swinfen in Weeford esquire 1613- 
1694; Thomas Adshead of Milwich "gentleman" c1616-....; (?) Edward Leigh of Rushall esquire ?1602-1671; Henry Stone of 
Walsall esquire c1605-1689; William Bendy of Shutt End in Kingswinford esquire c1620-1684; Thomas Bagnall (town clerk of 
Newcastle) c1623-....; (?) William Turton gentleman; Zachary Babington of Curborough in Lichfield esquire c1611-1688; 
Thomas Sanders of Caldwell, Derbys esquire 1610-1695; Thomas Whitgreave of Bridgeford in Seighford esquire 1626-1695; 
William Gent of Leek grocer c1621-1685; George Bellot of Old Rode, Cheshire gentleman c1595-....; John Chetwode of 
Oakley in Mucklestone esquire c1599-1667; (?) ----- Mott; Thomas Minors of Lichfield mercer 1609-1677; (?) ----- Saxon; (?) 
John Ley; Thomas Fox of Tamworth gentleman 1622-1666; Alexander Wightwick of Wightwick in Tettenhall esquire 1587- 
1659 
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In the period 10 May 1654 to 20 Jan 1658.9 least 14 men (below) were nominated (8), 
augmented (5) or otherwise treated (1) by the Trustees. Of these 13 men (tagged {1 below) were 
cohort members. 


(p1654) Hanbury: 1 Henry Bee ... augmentation 

(10 May 1654) Wolverhampton: 4 Richard Clayton ... report 
(31 May 1654) Colwich: { John Greensmith ... augmentation 
(c30 Oct 1654) Weeford: 1 Richard Chantry ... nomination 
(c26 Oct 1655) Newcastle: 1 Ralph Hall ... augmentation 
(c1656) West Bromwich: {| Richard Hilton ... augmentation 
(c19 Sep 1656) Barlaston: { Samuel Hall ... nomination 

(c10 Jun 1657) Clent: 1 Thomas Baldwin ... ?nomination 

(12 Nov 1657) Wolverhampton: { John Reynolds ... nomination 
(c31 Mar 1658) Uttoxeter: Michael Edge ... nomination 

(c20 May 1658) Alrewas: { Thomas Bladon ... nomination 

(c29 Sep 1658) Hints: 1 Thomas Brookes ... nomination 

(c28 Oct 1658) Arley: { John Orford ... nomination 

(20 Jan 1658.9) Stafford St Mary: 1 Noah Bryan ... augmentation 


In Nov 1655 the Trustees for the maintenance of preaching ministers made a report to Oliver 
Cromwell: 


General report on augmentations made to the Protector by the Trustees for maintenance of 
ministers. November 1655." 


To his highness Oliver, lord protector of the commonwealth of england, scotland and ireland, and the rt 
hono'ble his councell 


Wee, the Trustees for providing maintenance for preaching ministers and other pious uses, have according to 
the trust in us reposed, taken a viewe of the revenue in us vested, and of the several augmentacons by us 
payable out of the same; some of which wee have reduced to the particuler summes hereafter limited to bee 
continued to the present minister of the respective places hereafter menconed, they being already approved of 
by the Commissioners for approbacon of publique preachers, viz:- 


[Staffordshire -No entry] 


Wee have further taken consideration of the severall augmentacons graunted unto the ministers of the 
respective places hereafter menconed which have discontinued by the departure of the ministers of some of 
the said places, or for the not reviewing of the graunts by the late Committee for Plundered Ministers or 
Committee for the Universities according to Act of Parliament in that behalfe where the ministers are yet 
remaining, and wee have thereupon thought fitt to continue unto the ministers of the said places till further 
order, the said ministers being first approved of by the Commissioners, the several augmentacons hereafter 
menconed, that is to say:- 


Stafford[shire] 
To the minister of Kinver Rogers 10/0 
To the minister of Gnosall £17 


11 Dec all[owed] £50 ‘To the minister of the towne of Stafforde by order 
11 Dec all[owed] £50 To the minister of Chads in Stuckfield** by order 


And lastly wee have taken into consideraeon the severall adresees to us made for the graunting augmentations 
to the ministers of the places hereafter menconed, and have thought fitt thereupon to graunt untill further 
order to the ministers of the said places (being first approved of as aforesaid) the severall yearely summes 
hereafter menconed, viz:- 


Stafford[shire] 
1 May app[roved] To the minister of Rowley £10 
1 May app[roved] To the minister of Clent £10 
15 May ord[ered] To the minister of Tipton £10 


43 Shaw II p496 500 505 505 511 
44 Presumably intending Stafford (or possibly Lichfield). This specific entry is italicised in Shaw 
probably indicating it is a later addition. 
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G1665 The five mile act {17 Charles II c2} (31 Oct 1665)* 
The five mile act was passed on 31 Oct 1665 and not rescinded until 1812. It consists of five 
sections here given as abstracts*®. 


[§1] Those clergymen (ordained and unordained) who have not approved the Book of common prayer or 
subscribed to the Act of uniformity {14 Charles II c4} (19 May 1662) and have since the Act of oblivion {12 
Charles 2 c11} (1660) taken part in religious ceremonies and settled in [parliamentary] corporations ... [are] 
to subscribe this oath: 

I A B doe sweare That it is not lawfull upon any pretence whatsoever to take Armes against the King And 

that I doe abhorr that Traiterous Position of takeing Armes by His Authoritie against His Person or 

against those that are coomissionated by Him in pursuance of such Coomissions And that I will not at 

any time endeavour any Alteration of Goverment either in Church or State. 
[§2] After 24 Mar 1665.6 any man who has not subscribed to the oath and preaches in an unlawful conventicle 
is not to come or be (unless only passing) within five miles of any parliamentary corporation nor of any place 
where, since the Act of oblivion {12 Charles 2 c11} (1660), he has held a religious office. The penalty of £40 is 
to be divided between the Crown, the poor of the parish and the informants. 
[§3] Any men who have not subscribed to the oath - both those in §2 and others not attending the anglican 
church - are not to be schoolteachers in public or private schools or at home. The penalty of £40 (as in §2). 
[§4] Any offender (under this act) who refuses to subscribe to the oath may be sent to prison for six months 
(without bail or mainprize) by two county justices of the peace. 
[§5] Required attendance (under this act) at a court shall not be an offence. 


At least ten cohort men fell foul of this new act. In the 17C there were only four parliamentary 
corporations (or boroughs) in Staffordshire. Grace, Miles and Swinfen were at (or nearby) Lichfield, 
Long was at Newcastle, Mott was at Stafford and Fox at Tamworth (and later Derby) whilst Hall 
was at Chester. The other three men were living in parishes where they had held office - Bakewell 
at Rolleston, Chantry at Weeford and Eccleshall at Sedgley. 

The accounts below speak of the difficulties of these men and their families. Whilst in prison 
Hall managed to convert a murderer! 

Fox was imprisoned under the act in 1684 at Derby. It is undisovered when the last 
prosecutions tok place but the law was only rescinded in 1812. 


Thomas Bakewell M.A. (?compliant minister of Rolleston) c1619-p1677 

Under The five mile act (31 Oct 1665), which prohibited nonconformist clergy from living in parishes where 
they had held a religious office since 1660, Bakewell was "was forc'd to leave his Family Wife and Children and 
go into a desart Place six Miles from his Habitation where he continu'd for several Months to spend his Pains 
among a poor People who were glad to have the Gospel preach'd to them ...". Perhaps at this time he was as 
Calamy records in 1702 "... Preaching about Privately in Fields and Lanes, when he was not allow'd to do it in 
fitter places, was follow'd by the Huntsmen with their Dogs, and was many ways a sufferer." 


Richard Chantry B.A. (presbyterian minister of Weeford) c1631-1694 

Under The five mile act (31 Oct 1665), which prohibited nonconformist clergy from living in parishes where 
they had held a religious office since 1660, he was forced to move. Calamy records in 1702 he was forced "to 
remove with his Wife and Four Children into another Country to take a Farm upon a Rack Rent His Family 
encreas'd and he met with several Difficulties and yet subsisted chearfully". The farm is said to have been in 
Derbyshire ... 


Joseph Eccleshall B.A. (presbyterian minister of Sedgley) 1633-1692 
Under The five mile act (31 Oct 1665), which prohibited nonconformist clergy from living in parishes where 
they had held a religious office since 1660, he was forced to move. He then moved back to his birthplace 
Kinver. Calamy records in 1727: 
[The act] forc'd him to Kinfare where he also preach'd in private and went afterwards with his Hearers to the publick 
Church to hear Mr Jonathan Newey a worthy Man who succeeded Mr Morton at Kinfare. [Richard Morton (presbyterian 
minister) 1637-1698 was ejected in 1662 and succeded by Jonathan Newey (parochial curate) ?1637-1716]. He came from 
thence secretly by Night to to his own People not daring to be seen by Day to do what Service he could and return'd back 
again by Night till the Rigour of the Times abated. 


Timothy Fox (presbyterian minister of Drayton Bassett) 1628-1710 

Under The five mile act (31 Oct 1665), which prohibited nonconformist clergy from entering within 5 miles of 
parliamentary corporations such as Tamworth, he was forced to move. Fox then rented a farm in Derbyshire 
perhaps at Ticknall where he was living by 1672 when, as a presbyterian, he was licensed to preach at his own 
house and at any other licensed place and his house was licensed as a presbyterian meeting place. Many years 
later in May 1684 Fox visited Derby and under The five mile act was imprisoned there. Calamy records in 1713 


45 An act for restraining non-conformists from inhabiting in corporations (aka The five mile act) (aka The Oxford act) {17 
Charles II c2} (31 Oct 1665) 

46 Based on Statutes of the realm. Volume 5 1628-1680 (1819) p575 given in full in NCO1665 The five mile act {17 Charles 
II c2} (31 Oct 1665) 
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"Yet afterwards he was imprison'd in Derby Goal upon that Act, being Apprehended, not in any Exercise of 
Religion, but only coming to see his Son an Apprentice in that Town: He was taken up immediately ... and 
continu'd a Prisoner till the November following. 


William Grace M.A. (compliant minister of Shenstone) ?1609-1699 

Under The five mile act (31 Oct 1665), which prohibited nonconformist clergy from entering within 5 miles of 
parliamentary corporations such as Lichfield (which Shenstone bordered) he was forced to move "five Miles 
from the Corporation, to a Place where he lived at great Costs and Charges, separated from his dear Relations, 
and his Farm left to the management of Servants, which proved exceedingly to his Loss. He moved to Syston, 
Leics where he paid hearth tax in 1666. About this time he paid a visit to Lichfield “but the Zeal of some [at 
Lichfield] growing so hot, that one Mr. Grace, an aged worthy Minister, coming to Town, they made search for 
him, which he escaped, leaving his Horse in his Inn, and escaping on foot ...” 


Ralph Hall (parochial curate of Maer) e1604-1685 

[Hall moved to Chester, here] Under The five mile act (31 Oct 1665) which prohibited nonconformist clergy 
from entering within 5 miles of parliamentary corporations such as Chester he was imprisoned in Chester City 
or Northgate Prison. Whilst in prison he converted a convicted murderer. An account of this event was written 
in 1716 (see §H3.4). 


George Long M.D. (parochial curate of Newcastle) c1629-1712 

By 1669 Long was living at Leicester where on 22 Jul 1672 he was licensed as a general presbyterian teacher 
and in Nov 1673 had a son christened. He may shortly after have returned to Newcastle but under The five 
mile act (31 Oct 1665), which prohibited nonconformist clergy from entering within 5 miles of parliamentary 
corporations such as Newcastle, he was forced to move. Calamy records in 1713 "In some time he settled 
again in Newcastle, and met with great Difficulties. He was indicted at the Assizes for living in a Corporation, 
and forc'd to remove when he had Seven Children, not knowing whither to go. Attempting to settle at 
Birmingham, he was Prosecuted there also, till he was forc'd to leave the Land. He fled to Ireland, and 
continu'd there for some time." 


Thomas Miles (presbyterian minister of Lichfield St Chad) e1618-.... 

Under The five mile act (31 Oct 1665), which prohibited nonconformist clergy from entering within 5 miles of 

parliamentary corporations such as Lichfield, he was forced to move. Pearse writes in 1683: 
He left his Living in the City of L. where he had been a Minister some Years, having a Wife and several Children, lost £80 
per an. and £40 which should have been paid to him in the beginning of the Year, and in a low Estate left his Living: Yet he 
continued in Town, living upon meer Providence, till the Oxford Act [The five mile act (31 Oct 1665)] came out. Then he 
was forced to leave Wife and Children, being scarce free from an almost deadly Cold, which he thought would put an end 
to his Life, continuing about three Months upon him. He saw not Wife nor Children after that in eleven Weeks, and durst 
not come to them publickly in eighteen Months, or thereabouts, and having no Dwelling-place abroad, journeyed in that 
time (as he thinks) thirteen score Miles on foot, from place to place. If at any time he should steal home by Night, he was 
in great fear and danger, and durst not stir out of his Chamber; and whenever he went out again, he went either very late, 
or very early, and sometimes on a sudden, for fear of being taken. After that time he made bold to come home; but the Zeal 
of some growing so hot, that one Mr. Grace, an aged worthy Minister, coming to Town, they made search for him, which he 
escaped, leaving his Horse in his Inn, and escaping on foot: Then Mr. M. thought it unsafe for him to stay, and made haste 
away the next day, and durst not return in a long time. One time he was sent for to a Magistrate that lay sick, and 
continued his Night-Visits for a Fortnight; but the Evening before he died, he was sent for in haste by Day-light; and 
because he was seen to go to the Magistrate's House, he was complained of to the chief Magistrate of the Town, by a 
Curate, which made him hasten away next morning, (Saturday): The chief Magistrate was so kind as to send notice to his 
Wife, on the Evening of the Sabbath, that her Husband should be gone, for some had been twice with him for a Warrant. 
After this he absented long. He was cited into the Ecclesiastical Court, for baptizing his own Child. One time as he was 
going along the Street, one cried out to the Town-Clerk, who went after him, Do you see the Rogue Mr. R. do you see the 
Rogue ? He is before you: But God was pleased to give the Town-Clerk another Heart than to apprehend him. But this 
made him be much from home, and walk the Streets very sparingly. He hath been forced into the Country in Snow and 
Rain, to preach before day, and to shift from House to House before day, for fear of a Magistrate in the Country, who hath 
said, he would have him dead or alive. And so not daring to be in the City, nor to appear in the Country, in that 
Magistrate's reach, he hath been constrained to retire into the Fields and Solitudes, to keep Sabbath all alone. 


John Mott (presbyterian minister of Kings Bromley) e1623-1671 

[Mott moved to Stafford, but] Under The five mile act (31 Oct 1665), which prohibited nonconformist clergy 

from entering within 5 miles of parliamentary corporations such as Stafford, he was forced to move. 
After this, he was accommodated with a part of his wive's mother's house in Stafford, where he lived in a very afflicted, 
troublesom condition, frowned upon by the magistrates (regulated Magistrates could do no less) threatning him with a 
prison, (for the bold offence of living in a corporation, when he could live no-where else.) When his wife was big with child, 
(of her sixth), he was committed to the marshal's hand, because he would not give in bond, wherein he was required to 
renounce the Covenant, (no doubt that Bond was drawn by the Advice of Counsel learned in the Law, or rather did not the 
Arbitrary Spirit act in those Counsels ?) and further threatened to be sent to Tutbury Castle, to be safe there. But he was 
at about a fortnight's end discharged, when Reason and good Nature advised together, only paying his fees, and the 
charges of the house. ... what malice without law could not do before, this law gratified the malice of them, that thought a 
corporation could not be safe, whilst one Nonconformist was in it. He was then forced from his wife and children, came to 
them sometimes privately; and if for many years he appeared openly, information was presently given to the magistrates, 
and he brought before the mayor, and commanded to be gone, or stay in prison. Once he was brought before the deputy 
lieutenant; some told him (strange news) that he was in a plot; but he was dismissed, upon his promise of appearance 
whenever required. So vigilant was the eyes of some upon him, or severe was their inspection, that he hardly durst attend 
the funeral of his own child, or stay to comfort his wife under her motherly grief, occasioned by that loss. These troubles, 
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and cessation from his former work and business, did affect him into a decay of health, and oppression of spirits, that it 
hastened his death as is verily believed 


Richard Swinfen B.A. (presbyterian minister of Mavesyn Ridware) 1630-1691 

[Swifen moved to Pipe Ridware] Under The five mile act (31 Oct 1665), which prohibited nonconformist clergy 
from entering within 5 miles of parliamentary corporations such as Lichfield (to which Pipe Ridware was 
close), Swinfen was forced to move again. He now went to Barton-under-Needwood 


G1669 Episcopal return of conventicles for the archdeaconry of Stafford 

The 1669 episcopal returns of conventicles for several dioceses are given in Volume 639 of 
"Codices Tenisoniani" in Lambeth Palace Library. and printed in Turner's Original records of early 
nonconformity ... (1911) p1-176. Lichfield diocese was then divided into four archdeaconries - 
covering Derbyshire, parts of Shropshire (including Shrewsbury), Warwickshire and Staffordshire. 
The return for the archdeaconry of Stafford as originally printed in Turner (p60-3) is shown below 
togther with a transcript.. The list is also printed as Appendix II in Matthews (1924) p89-90. The 
chart (further below) summarises some of the information. 
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Particulars are given in five columns under the headings: (1) Parishes and Conventicles in them {Conv}; (2) Sects {Sects}; 
(3) Numbers {No}; (4) Qualitie {Qlty}; (5) Heads & Teachers {H&T}; 


Burton Upon Trent {Conv 2} At the houses of Mr Bakewell, Joseph Shilton, Daniel Shilton, Widow Honeworth, one Dixon 
Blount, and others; {Sects} Presbyterians and Anabaptists; {No} (in both cases) Great; {H&T} Mr Bakewell, Mr Foard, 
Mr Wright, Mr Shelmadine, Mr Bee, and others 

Chedelton {Conv 1} At the house of Mr Thomas Hamersley; {Sects} Quakers; {No} 30 

Ipstones {Conv 1} At the house of Robert Meller; {Sects} Quakers; {No} 20 

Dilhorne als Dulverne {Conv 1} At the house of George Amery; {Sects} Quakers; {No} 5 or 6 

Bromshuffe {Conv 1} At the house of Francis French; {Sects} Quakers; {No} About 20 

Brainton in the parish of Blymhill {Conv 1}; {H&T} Mr Campion 

Ranton {Conv 1} At the house of William Smallwood; {H&T} Mr Mott 


Stafford {Conv 1} At the house of John Wade Cur.; {No} 300 or 400; {Qlty} John Wade, John Hudson, Samuel Harper, 
Thomas Dickinson; {H&T} John Wade, etc. Some not known 


Knutton {Conv 1} At the house of John Bodily 
Wolstanton {Conv 1} At the houses of William Burslom and William Marsh; {Qlty} George Hanson 
Barton Subter Needwood {Conv 1} At the house of Mr Swinfeild; {No} 30 or 40 


Wednesbury {Conv 1} At the houses of Henry Hopkins and John Tunck; {No} 200 or 300; {H&T} William Fincher, William 
Turton, Henry Osland 


Darlaston {Conv 1} At the houses of William Bayley yem' ,William Keeling, William Penson; {No} 100 or 200; {H&T} 
William Fincher, William Turton, one Hincks, Henry Osland, Abraham Jesson, one Keeling, one Read 


Sedgeley {Conv [3+]} At the house of Joseph Eccleshall, a Nonconformist minister; {Sects} Presbyterians; {No} About 
200; {H&T} the said Eccleshall ----- Several other conventicles in other houses in this parish {Sects} Presbyterians; At the 
houses of Thomas Smith, Mr Jornall Wood [? recte Thomas Smith of Jornall Wood] , Thomas Cooksay, James Rabould, John 
Wilkes; {H&T} Henry Osland, William Hinks 

Horton Helid {Conv 1} At William Yardley's house; {Sects} Quakers; {No} 100 

Leeke {Conv 1} At William Davenport's house; {Sects} Quakers; {No} 30 

Coulton {Conv 1} At the houses of George Wright and Richard Whiston; {Sects} Anabaptists; {No} 30 or 40 


Wallsall {Conv 1} At the houses of Mrs Pearson, Mr Fowler and Mr Eves; {No} Above 300; {H&T} Mr Fincher, Mr Hilton, 
Mr Osland, Mr Steele, Mr Bladon, Mr Coape, Mr Myles, and others 


Bradley {Conv 1} [-----] {H&T} not known 

Houghton {Conv 1} [-----] {Sects} Quakers; {H&T} Peter Littlelin 

Hanbury {Conv -sevall [4]} In the houses of Thomas Edwards, George Mallener, and Anne Cotten; {Sects} Anabaptists ----- 
At the house of John Oakes; {Sects} Nonconformists; {H&T} Mr Henry Bee, Mr Thomas Ford, Mr Webster ----- At the 
houses of William Woodruffe, Thomas Smeeden, and George Pibus;, {Qlty} middle sort, all of them ----- In the chappell of 
Newbburough; {H&T} James Rixam, Henry Bee, John Mott 


Shenster {Conv 1} At the houses of William Redding and Nicholas Gratton; {Sects} Quakers and Brownists 


1669 Episcopal return of conventicles for the archdeaconry of Stafford 
Paris Co Hous | Hous | Sects Nos Nos Nos No 
hes nv es es given est est s 
unid Quak | N/Qu | est 
er a all 
Barton-under- 30 or 
Needwood 1 1 1 40 35 35 
Blymhill (Brineton) 1 1 1 U 
Bradley 1 1 1 U 
about 
Bramshall 1 1 1 quakers 20 20 20 
presbyterian 
Burton-upon-Trent 1 2 3 S great 200 200 
2 anabaptists great 200 200 
Cheddleton 1 1 1 quakers 30 30 30 
Colton 1 1 2 anabaptists 30 or 35 35 
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40 
1 or 
Darlaston 1 1 3 200 150 150 
Dilhorne 1 1 1 quakers 5 or6 5 5 
3 anabaptists 
nonconformi 
Hanbury 1 3 1 sts 
3 
Haughton 1 1 1 U quakers 
Horton (Helid) 1 1 1 quakers 100 100 100 
Ipstones 1 1 1 quakers 20 20 20 
Knutton 1 1 1 
Leek 1 1 1 quakers 30 30 30 
Newborough 1 1 1 U 
Ranton 1 1 1 
presbyterian | about 
1 s 200 200 200 
Sedgley 1 3 3 aren 
presbyterian 
2 S 
quakers & 
Shenstone 1 1 2 brownists 
3 or 
Stafford 1 1 1 400 350 350 
above 
Walsall 1 1 3 300 300 300 
2 or 
Wednesbury 1 1 2 300 250 250 
Wolstanton 1 1 2 
192 
Total 23 28 | 45 4 15 205 1720 | 5 
Average 34 191 128 


Matthews (1924) p65-6 gives an overview (below) of the 1669 conventicles. My overwiew 
largely agrees with Matthews and some small discrepancies are probably due to different criteria 
being used to analyse the given data. 


CONVENTICLES REPORTED IN 1669. When, in 1669, Archbishop Sheldon made his inquiry, there were said to be 24 
towns and villages in the archdeaconry of Stafford in which conventicles were being held, and 41 persons who were 
allowing their houses to be used as meeting places. In a few instances the place of meeting is not indicated, but only one 
of the buildings specified is not a private house, and that is Newborough Chapel in the parish of Hanbury. For the most 
part the denominations of the conventicles are not given, but the meeting at Sedgley and one of those at Burton are 
described as Presbyterian; those at Coulton, Hanbury, and a second meeting at Burton as Anabaptist. In the 
neighbourhood of Leek there is a group of some five Quaker meetings. Two conventicles were held at Shenstone, one of 
"Brownists," the other of Quakers. The members of another group at Hanbury are simply called Nonconformists, To the 
remainder no label is affixed, but from what we know of their leaders we may class them as Presbyterian. Of the 24 
"heads and teachers," 11 were ministers ejected from Staffordshire livings, some of whom preached at several 
conventicles. Six had been ejected in some other county. Of the remainder, John Wade, of Stafford, is said to have been a 
Baptist, James Rixam, at Newborough Chapel, was the Lichfield carrier; the rest also were probably laymen. The 
gatherings varied greatly in size. At Dilhorne there were only 5 or 6 who attended the Quaker meeting. At Stafford and 
Walsall the hearers are said to have been over 300; at Wednesbury 200 or 300; at Darlaston 100 or 200; at Sedgley about 
200; at Horton, where was the largest of the Quaker gatherings, 100; and the two conventicles at Burton are called 
"great." Unfortunately, without knowledge of the numbers attending so many of the conventicles mentioned, there are 
not sufficient data from which to form an estimate of the numerical strength of Dissent in the county. [Matthews (1924) 
p65-6] 


In 1669 in the archdeaconry of Stafford 28 conventicles were reported in 23 parishes”. 
Sedgley and Hanbury each had three conventicles and Burton-upon-Trent had two. The remaining 
20 parishes had apparently only one. 

Confusingly, some conventicles were held in one single house whilst others moved between 
two or three houses in the same parish. The 28 conventicles were held in a total of 45 houses. 
Conventicles held in 3 houses are found at Burton-upon-Trent, Darlaston, Hanbury (two), and 
Walsall ... and held in 2 houses at Burton-upon-Trent, Colton, Sedgley (two), Shenstone, 
Wednesbury and Wolstanton. The remaining 16 conventicles were probably held in a single house. 


K Newborough (included in Hanbury in the original report) is here considered as a separate parish. 
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At Newborough the conventicle is reported as being held "In the chappell of Newbburough" - here 
taken to mean a house within the chapelry of Newborough . 

Of the 45 houses the names of the householders are given in 41 cases (below). Bayley, 
Eccleshall and Wade have a descriptor. In two cases the householders were ministers: Joseph 
Eccleshall at Sedgley and (probably) Richard Swinfen at Barton-under-Needwood. The four 
unidentified houses were at Blymhill, Bradley, Haughton and Newborough*. 


George Amery, Mr Bakewell, William Bayley yem' (yeoman), Dixon Blount, John Bodily, William Burslom, 
Thomas Cooksay, Anne Cotton, William Davenport, Joseph Eccleshall nonconformist minister, Thomas 
Edwards, Mr Eves, Mr Fowler, Francis French, Nicholas Gratton, Mr Thomas Hamersley, widow Honeworth, 
Henry Hopkins, William Keeling, George Mallener, William Marsh, Robert Meller, John Oakes, Mrs Pearson, 
William Penson, George Pibus, James Rabould, William Redding, Joseph Shilton, Daniel Shilton, William 
Smallwood, Thomas Smeeden, Thomas Smith, Mr Swinfeild [Swinfen], John Tunck, John Wade cur. (currier), 
Richard Whiston, John Wilkes, William Woodruffe, George Wright, William Yardley 


In 16 cases the "sect" of the conventicle is noted. Quakers were holding 8 conventicles at 
Bramshall, Cheddleton, Dilhorne, Haughton, Horton, Ipstones, Leek and at Shenstone (apparently 
in combination with "Brownists" - here probably intending congregationalists)**. All these parishes 
lay in the north-east of the county (Totmonslow hundred) except Haughton (south-west of Stafford) 
and Shenstone (south of Lichfield). Presbyterians were holding four conventicles - one at Burton- 
upon-Trent®° and three at Sedgley. Anabaptists were holding three conventicles at Burton-upon- 
Trent®!, Colton and Hanbury. Nonconformists were holding one conventicle at Hanbury. 

At 15 conventicles the size of the "congregation" is given. At Burton-upon-Trent the numbers 
at both conventicles were "great", at Stafford "3 or 400", at Walsall "above 300", at Wednesbury "2 
or 300", at Sedgley "about 200", at Darlaston "1 or 200", at Horton "100" at Barton-under- 
Needwood and Colton "30 or 40" at Cheddleton and Leek "30" , at Ipstones "20", at Bramshall 
"about 20" but at Dilhorne only "5 or 6". 

Horton (100) was by far the largest of the quaker conventicles. The size of six of the eight 
quaker conventicles is given and their average was 34. Nine other conventicles of the other sects 
had an average membership of 191°”. In 13 cases the size is not stated. 

There are 24 named "Heads & Teachers" and another man Richard Swinfen was probably one. 
Of this group of 25 - eleven men (marked { below) were cohort members. Ten other men have been 
identified and of these six were removed or deprived in other counties. Of the other four: Thomas 
Ford was a presbyterian minister but not removed or deprived, Peter Littleton was a quaker 
teacher, James Rixam was possibly a theology student but John Wade of Stafford currier e1625- 
1696 - although named as a "head & teacher" - was perhaps a layman. Four men remain completely 
unidentified. They may also have been laymen. 


{ Thomas Bakewell M.A. (?compliant minister of Rolleston) c1619-p1677; 1 Henry Bee B.A. (presbyterian 
minister of Hanbury) c1630-1675; 1 Thomas Bladon (presbyterian minister of Alrewas) c1631-1703; Samuel 
Campion (presbyterian minister of Hodnet, Salop) c1616-1678 (removed in Shropshire) [see Calamy 
(1934)]; Joseph Cope (presbyterian minister of Hodnet, Salop) c1624-1704 (removed in Shropshire) [see 
Calamy (1934)]; 1 Joseph Eccleshall B.A. (presbyterian minister of Sedgley) 1633-1692; 1 William Fincher 
(presbyterian minister of Wednesbury) c1628-1691; Thomas Ford (presbyterian minister of Burton-upon- 
Trent) (not removed or deprived) [see Calamy (1934)]; { Richard Hilton (presbyterian minister of West 
Bromwich) c1625-1706; 1 Richard Hincks (presbyterian minister of Tipton) e1622-1683; Abraham Jesson 
(not identified); Francis Keeling (presbyterian minister of Cockshutt, Salop) 1632-1692 (removed or 
deprived in Shropshire) [see Calamy (1934)]; Peter Littleton (quaker teacher at Haughton) c1620-1692; 4 
Thomas Miles (presbyterian minister of Lichfield St Chad) e1618-....; | John Mott (presbyterian minister of 
Kings Bromley) e1623-1671; Henry Osland (presbyterian minister of Bewdley, Worcs) 1625-1703 (deprived 
in Worcestershire) [see Calamy (1934)]; ----- Read (not identified); James Rixam e1636-.... (perhaps a 
theology student and probably son of James Rixam of Lichfield carrier) [see Matthews (1933) p3]; Daniel 
Shelmerdine (presbyterian minister of Barrow-on-Trent cum Twyford, Derbys) (deprived in Derbyshire) [see 
Calamy (1934)]; Richard Steele (presbyterian minister of Hanmer, Flints) 1629-1692 (deprived in 
Flintshire) [see Calamy (1934)]; 1 Richard Swinfen B.A. (presbyterian minister of Mavesyn Ridware) 1630- 
1691 (not named as a "Head & Teacher", but assumed to be one); 1 William Turton B.A. (presbyterian 
minister of Rowley Regis) 1636-1716; John Wade of Stafford currier e1625-1696°°; ----- Webster (not 
identified); ----- Wright (not identified) 


48 But see note above 

49 Matthews assumed that there were two separate conventicles - but the original record records only one (in two houses). 
50 It is here assumed that the 2 conventicles at Burton-upon-Trent were of separate sects - 1 presbyterian and 1 anabaptist. 
51 See footnote above 

52 This number is taken from my estimated numbers (see chart above). 

53 Said to have been baptist. 
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By 1669 - 16 of the original 47 cohort members were dead (8) or probably dead (8) so that 31 
cohort men might have been teachers of conventicles. Record has only been discovered of 17. 
Eleven were active in Staffordshire (as above) and six others were active in other counties - Thomas 
Badland (at Worcester), Thomas Baldwin (at Birmingham, Warwicks), Thomas Buxton (at 
Shuttington, Warwicks), William Grace (at Rearsby, Leics), Robert Wild (at Nuneaton, Warwicks) 
and Thomas Willesby (at Birmingham, Warwicks). Of the other 14 men - Noah Bryan was in Ireland 
and Henry Byard had conformed. 


G1672.1 Declaration of indulgence for tender consciences (15 Mar 1671.2) 
On 15 Mar 1671.2 Charles II issued a Declaration of indulgence ( for tender consciences). An 
abstract is given below.*4 


§1. The crown has supreme power in ecclesiastical matters and is thus able to issue this declaration which is intended to 
quieten the twelve years of religious dissent since the restoration and avoid the dangers of private meetings and 
conventicles. 

§2. The Church of England, as presently constituted, is to remain the sole legal church and all its officers are to have 
conformed. No person is to be exempt from payment of tithes or other dues. 

§3. All penal ecclesiastical laws against nonconformists or recusants to be immediately suspended and all law officers to 
comply. 

§4. The Crown will allow a number of nonconformist meeting places for public worship which shall be open and free to all 
persons. 

§5. Meeting places only to open after allowance by the Crown and after the teachers of their congregations have been 
approved by the Crown. 

§6. Roman catholics are to be included in §3 but excluded from §4-5 (although they may meet in private houses). 

§7. Persons preaching sedition or derogation of the Church of England or in unallowed meeting places to be prosecuted. 


Later that year Robert Wild D.D. (rector of Tatenhill) c1616-1679 wrote a poem entitled Dr 
Wild's humble thanks for his majesties gracious declaration for liberty of conscience, March 15. 
1672 (1672). The second part (below) is addressed “To the KING”: 


To the KING. | SO great, so universal, and so free! | This was too much great CHARLES, except for Thee, | For any King to 
give a Subject hope: | To do thus like Thee, would undo the Pope. | Yea, tho his Vassals should their wealth combine, | To buy 
Indulgence half so large as thine; | No, if they should not only kiss his Toe, | But Clement's Podex, he'd not let them goe. | 
Whil'st Thou to's shame, Thy immortal glory, | Hast freed Al/-Souls from real Purgatory; | And given All-Saints in Heav'n new 
Joys, to see | Their friends in England keep a Jubilee. | Suspect them not, Great Sir, nor think the worse; | For sudden joys 
like grief, confound at first. | The splendor of your favour was so bright, | That yet it dazles and o'rewhelms our sight; | 
Drunk with her cups, my Muse did nothing mind; | And until now, her feet she could not find. | Greediness makes profa'ness 
i' th' first place; | Hungry men fill their bellies, then say grace. | We wou'd make Bonfires, but that we do fear | The name 

of Incend'ary we may hear. | We wou'd have Musick too, but ‘twill not doo, | For all the Fidlers are Conformists too. | Nor 
can we ring, the angry Churchman swears, | (By the King's leave) the Bells and Ropes are theirs. | And let 'em take 'em, for 
our tongues shall sing | Your Honour louder than their Clappers ring. | Nay, if they will not at this Grace repine, | We'l dress 
the Vineyard, they shall drink the Wine. | Their Church shall be the Mother, ours the Nurse. | Peter shall preach, Judas shall 
bear the purse. | No Bishops, Parsons, Vicars, Curates, we, | But only Ministers desire to be. | We'l preach in Sackcloth, they 
shall read in Silk. | We'l feed the Flock, and let them take the Milk. | Let but the Black-birds sing in bushes cold, | And may 
the Jack-dawes still the Steeples hold. | We'l be the Feet, the Back and Hands, and they | Shall be the Belly, and devour 

the Prey, | The Tythe-pigg shall be theirs, we'l turn the spit, | We'l bear the Cross, they only sign with it. | But if the 
Patriarchs shall envy show | To see their younger-Brother Joseph go | In Coat of divers colours, and shall fall | To rend it, 
‘cause it's not Canonical: | Then may they find him turn a Dreamer too, | And live themselves to see his Dream come true. | 
May rather they and we together joyn | In all what each can; But they have the Coyn: | With Prayers and Tears such service 
much avail: | With Tears to swell your Seas, with Prayers your Sails; | And with Men too, from both our parties; such | I'm 
sure we have, can cheat, or beat, the Dutch. | A Thousand Quakers, Sir, our side can spare; | Nay, two or three, for they 
great Breeders are. | The Church can match us too with Jovial Sirs, | Informers, Singing-men and Paraters. | Let the King try, 
set these upon the Decks | Together, they will Dutch or Devil vex. | Their Breath will mischief further than a Gun. | And if 
you lose them, you'l not be undone. | Pardon dread Sir, nay pardon this coarse Paper, | Your License 'twas made this poor 
Poet caper. | ITER BOREALE. 


G1672.2 Cohort licenses to teach issued under the Declaration of indulgence 

Under the Declaration three common forms of licences to teach were issued... (I) a licence to 
for a man teach a specified congregation, (II) a licence for a man to generally teach and (III) a 
licence for a building to be used as a meeting-place. Below are typical drafts of each licence.*° 


Charles by the Grace of God, King of England, Scotland, France And Ireland, Defender of The Faith, &c. To all Mayors, 
Bayliffs, Constables, and other Our Officers and Ministers, Civil And Military whom it my cncern, Greeting. In pursuance 
of Our Declaration of ye 15 of March 1671/2. 


I TEACHER OF A CERTAINE CONGREGATION 


54 A full version is given in NCO1672 Declaration of indulgence for tender consciences (15 Mar 1671.2). 
55 Bate (1908) p xv (Appendix VI) quoting "S.P. Dom. Car II 320 pp. 10 & 17" 
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Wee do hereby permitt and license ----- to be a teacher of ye Congregacon allowed by us in ----- For ye use of such as doe 
not conforme to ye Church of England who are of ye Perswasion commonly called ----- With further license to him ye said 
----- To teach in any other place licensed and allowed by Us, according to Our sd declaration. 


II TEACHER IN GENERAL AND AT LARGE 
Wee doe hereby permitt and license ----- Of ye Perswasion commonly called ----- to be a Teacher and to teach in any Place 
licensed and allowed by Us, according to our said Declaration. 


III YE PLACE 
Wee have allowed and wee doe hereby allow of ----- To be a place for ye Use of such as doe not conforme to ye Church of 
England, who are of ye perswation commonly called ----- to meet and assemble in, in order to their publick worship and 


devotion, and all and singular Our Officers and Ministers, Eccticall Civil and Military, whom it may concerne, are to take 
due notice hereof, and they and every one of them are hereby strictly charged and required to hinder any Tumult or 
Disturbance, and to protect them in their said Meetings and Assemblyes. 


Given at our court at Whitehall ye ----- Day of ----- In ye 24th year of Our Reign, 1672. By His Majesties Command. 


By 15 Mar 1671.2 - 20 of the original 47 cohort members were dead (12) or probably dead (8) 
so that 27 men might have been licensed as teachers. Twenty cohort men are found to have been 
licensed - ten in Staffordshire (2 congregationalist and 8 presbyterian) and ten in other counties 
(also 2 congregationalist and 8 presbyterian). Of the other seven unlicensed men -Noah Bryan was 
in Ireland, Henry Byard had conformed, John Nott may have been active, Thomas Poole was 
apparently never active after his deprivation, John Reynolds may have been writing, 

William Rock may not have been active and Thomas Willesby may have been active. 

In Staffordshire licences to teach*® were issued to a total of 21°’ men including the ten cohort 
men. Of the whole group three were baptists, two were congregationalists and 16 were 
presbyterian®®. 

All 31 of these licensed teachers - the 21 men licensed in the county and the 10 cohort men 
licensed in other counties - appear in alphabetical order in the table and list below. Cohort men are 
marked 4; non-cohort men are in italics. 

Of these licensed teachers five men were licensed to preach in their own houses. Thomas 
Bakewell at Tatenhill, Thomas Buxton at Tamworth, Joseph Eccleshall at Sedgley, Richard Hincks 
at Tipton” and Richard Swinfen at Barton-under-Needwood. 


1672 Licensed teachers 

Coho Sec 

rt Name t County 
Richar | Ashley alias Con 

q d Astley g YER 
Thom Pre 

q as Badland S WOR 
Thom Pre 

q as Bakewell S STS 
Thom Pre 

q as Baldwin S STS 

Con 

q Henry | Bee g DBY 
Thom Bap 
as Beech t STS 
Richar Pre 
d Bell S STS 
Thom Pre 

q as Bladon S WAR 

Bap 

John Blundell t STS 
Edwar Pre 
d Bury S STS 
Thom Con | STS/ 

1 as Buxton g WAR 


Be Nationally details of licences to teach are given by Frank Bate in The Declaration of Indulgence ... (1908) and in G. Lyon 
Turner Original records of early nonconformity under persecution and indulgence (1911). Bate lists Staffordshire licences in 
two lists - teachers on pages xlviii-xlix and houses on pages Ixxviii-lxxix. Turner lists all the Staffordshire licences in amongst 
the national licences on pages 195-623. The two lists do not agree in every particular sometimes perhaps because of poor 
handwriting in the originals. Doubtless mistakes will persist in this account too. 

57 Bate (1908) p xlviii-xlix (below) lists 23 men but his nos 11 & 12 are probably one man Joseph Eccleshall and his nos 21 & 
22 are one man Richard Swinfen. 

58 On 25 Jul 1672 he was (apparently mistakenly) licensed as a congregational teacher at the houses of Edward Broughton 
and Richard Brown in Longdon. See N1672. 

59 His house was licensed for congregational worship. 
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Richar Pre 
1 d Chantry S DBY 
Pre 
Joseph | Cope S STS 
Thom Pre 
as Crees S STS 
Pre | STS/ 
q Joseph | Eccleshall S WAR 
Thom Pre 
as Edge S STS 
Willia Pre 
q m Fincher S WAR 
Thom Pre 
as Ford S STS 
Timot Pre 
q hy Fox S DBY 
Willia Pre 
q m Grace S STS 
Pre 
1 Ralph | Hall S CHE 
Richar Pre 
q d Hilton Ss STS 
Richar Con 
q d Hincks g STS 
Georg Pre 
q e Long S LEI 
Thom Pre 
q as Miles S STS 
Willia Pre 
m Osborne S STS 
Pre | STS/ 
Henry | Osland S WOR 
Thom Bap 
as Sillito t STS 
Richar Pre 
q d Swinfen S STS 
Willia Pre 
q m Turton S STS 
Pre 
1 Robert | Wild S NTH 
{| Richard Ashley ALIAS Astley (presbyterian minister of Stowe) e1634-1696 YER 


About 15 May 1672 (as a congregationalist) he was licensed to both preach and to be an independent teacher at the house of 
John Robinson of Hull, Yorks East Riding. 


{ Thomas Badland B.A. (presbyterian minister of Willenhall) c1633-1698 WOR 
In 1672 he was licensed as a presbyterian teacher at the house of (his future father-in-law) William Chetle of Worcester 
clothier c1626-1687. 


1 Thomas Bakewell M.A. (?compliant minister of Rolleston) c1619-p1677 STS 
On 10 May 1672 he was licensed as a presbyterian teacher at the house of Richard Brown of Longdon; on 25 Jul 1672 asa 
congregational [perhaps an error in the original] teacher at the houses of Edward Broughton and Richard Brown of Longdon 
and on 5 Sep 1672 as a presbyterian teacher at his own house in Tatenhill. 


1 Thomas Baldwin (presbyterian minister of Clent) c1628-.... STS 
On 5 Sep 1672 he was licensed as a presbyterian teacher at Rowley Regis. 


{| Henry Bee B.A. (presbyterian minister of Hanbury) c1630-1675 DBY 
On 5 Sep 1672 he was licensed as a congregational teacher at Stapenhill, Derbys. 


Thomas Beech STS 
On 25 Jul 1672 he was licensed as a baptist teacher at the house of John Cotrocke in Audley. 


Richard Bell (presbyterian minister of Stafford St Chad) c1616-1686 STS 
On 8 May 1672 he was licensed as a presbyterian teacher at the houses of Elizabeth Deale, Edward Eaves and George 
Fowler of Walsall. 


{ Thomas Bladon (presbyterian minister of Alrewas) c1631-1703 WAR 
... in Dec 1672 was licensed as a presbyterian teacher at Birmingham, Warwicks. 


John Blundell STS 
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On 5 Sep 1672 he was licensed as a baptist teacher at Burton-upon-Trent. 


Edward Bury (presbyterian minister of Great Bolas, Salop) STS 
On 22 Jul 1672 he was licensed as a presbyterian teacher at the house of William Smallwood in Ranton. 


4 Thomas Buxton (presbyterian minister of Tettenhall) 1625-21685 STS/WAR 
On 16 Apr 1672 he was licensed as a congregational teacher at his own house at Tamworth and on 9 May 1672 he and Abel 
Collyer were licensed as congregational teachers at Coventry, Warwicks. 


{| Richard Chantry B.A. (presbyterian minister of Weeford) c1631-1694 DBY 
... in Derbyshire perhaps at Smisby where on 13 May 1672 he was licensed as a presbyterian teacher at his own house. 


Joseph Cope (presbyterian minister of Sandbach, Cheshire) c1624-1694 STS 
On 30 Apr 1672 he was licensed as a presbyterian teacher at the house of Edward Harrison in Eccleshall. 


Thomas Crees STS 
About Jun 1672 he was licensed as a presbyterian teacher at the houses of John Lowe and Richard Fisher junior in West 
Bromwich. 


1 Joseph Eccleshall B.A. (presbyterian minister of Sedgley) 1633-1692 STS/WAR 
As of Sedgley about Apr 1672 he applied to be licensed as a presbyterian teacher at the houses of William Keeling in 
Darlaston and John Hall in Birmingham, Warwicks. Then about Jun 1672 he was licensed at Keeling's house and his own 
house at Sedgley. (Contemporary records sometimes name him as Ralph.) 


Thomas Edge (presbyterian minister of Gawsworth, Cheshire) c1628-1678 STS 
In Jun 1672, as of (? Bottom in Leek), he was licensed as a general presbyterian teacher. 


q William Fincher (presbyterian minister of Wednesbury) c1628-1691 WAR 
By 22 Jul 1672 he was living at Birmingham, Warwicks when he was licensed as a presbyterian teacher and his house was 
licensed as a meeting-place. 


Thomas Ford (presbyterian assistant minister of Clifton Campville) c1633-c1677 STS 
In May 1672, as of Horninglow in Burton-upon-Trent, he was licensed as a presbyterian teacher at the house of Richard 
Clarke in Burton-upon-Trent. 


{1 Timothy Fox (presbyterian minister of Drayton Bassett) 1628-1710 DBY 
Fox then rented a farm in Derbyshire perhaps at Ticknall where he was living by 1672 when, as a presbyterian, he was 
licensed to preach at his own house and at any other licensed place and his house was licensed as a presbyterian meeting 
place. 


q1 William Grace M.A. (compliant minister of Shenstone) ?1609-1699 STS 
... on 10 Jun1672 was licensed as a presbyterian teacher at the house of John Panell in Rugeley. 


{ Ralph Hall (parochial curate of Maer) e1604-1685 CHE 
In 1672 he was licensed to be a presbyterian teacher at his own house at Weaverham, Cheshire and his houses there and at 
Grange Lane, Chester were licensed as meeting-places. 


{| Richard Hilton (presbyterian minister of West Bromwich) c1625-1706 STS 
On 18 Nov 1672 Hilton was licensed as a presbyterian teacher at West Bromwich. 


{| Richard Hincks (presbyterian minister of Tipton) e1622-1683 STS 
On 5 Sep 1672 he was licensed as a congregational teacher and his house at Tipton was licensed for congregational worship. 


{| George Long M.D. (parochial curate of Newcastle) c1629-1712 LEI 
... was living at Leicester where on 22 Jul 1672 he was licensed as a general presbyterian teacher. 


1 Thomas Miles (presbyterian minister of Lichfield St Chad) e1618-.... STS 
... and about Jun 1672, as of Lichfield, was licensed as a general presbyterian teacher. 


William Osborne STS 
On 25 Jul 1672 his house at Handsworth was licensed for presbyterian worship and on 5 Sep 1672 he was licensed as a 
presbyterian teacher. 


Henry Osland (presbyterian minister of Bewdley, Worcs 1625-1703 STS/WOR 
On 30 Sep 1672 he was licensed as a presbyterian teacher at his own house at Bewdley, Worcs and at Oaken in Codsall. 


Thomas Sillito STS 
On 25 Jul1672 he was licensed as a baptist teacher at the house of Samuel Sillitoe in Audley. 


{| Richard Swinfen B.A. (presbyterian minister of Mavesyn Ridware) 1630-1691 STS 
About Jun 1672 he was licensed as a presbyterian teacher at his own house at Barton-under-Needwood and on 22 Jul 1672 at 
the house of William Palmer in Fisherwick in Lichfield St Michael. 


q William Turton B.A. (presbyterian minister of Rowley Regis) 1636-1716 STS 
As of Rowley Regis about Apr 1672 he applied to be licensed as a presbyterian teacher at the houses of William Keeling in 
Darlaston and John Wade in Stafford and was so licensed on 1 May. On 13 May he was also licensed at the house of Joseph 
Wade in Stafford. 


q Robert Wild D.D. (rector of Tatenhill) c1616-1679 [ODNB] NTH 
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On 10 Aug 1672 he was licensed to be a presbyterian teacher at his own house at Oundle, Northants. 


STAFFORDSHIRE: PERSON AND PLACE LICENSES - G = General {No house specified}; H = House of; OH = His own 
house; A = Anabaptist; B = Baptist; C = Congregational; P = Presbyterian ... 1 Thomas Backwell ... H ... [Richard] Brown, 
Longdon ... P & C; [&] ... OH... Tatenhill ... P; 2 Thomas Baldwin... G ... Rowley... P; 3 Thomas Beech ... H ... John Cotrocke, 
Audley parish ... A®; 4 Richard Bell ... H ... Edward Eves... P; [&] ... George Fowler and ... P; [&] ... Elizabeth Deale [Deakin], 
of Walsall ... P; 5 John Blundell... G ... Burton-on-Trent ... B; 6 Edward Burry ... H ... William Smallwood, Ronton Town ... P; 7 
Thomas Buxton... OH ... Tamworth ... C; 8 Joseph Cope ... H ... Edward Harrison, Eagleshall [Ecclesall] ... P; 9 Thomas 
Creese ... H ... John Law [Low], Westbruomhm [West Bromwich] ... P; 10 John Eccleshall®... OH... Sedgley parish ... P; 11 
Ralph Ecclesole® ... H ... William Keels [Keeling], Darle[s]ton ... P; 12 Thomas Edge... G ... Balham ... P; 13 Thomas Ford ... H 


... Richard Clerke, Burton-on-Trent ... P; 14 William Grace ... H ... John Panell, Rugely ... P; 15 Richard Hilton ... - ... West 
Bramwick [Bromwich] ... P; 16 Richard Hinks... OH® ... Supton™ ... C; 17 Thomas Miles... G ... Lichfield... P; 18 William 
Osborne... G ... Han[d]sworth ... P; 19 Henry Osland... - ... Oaken ... P; 20 Thomas Sillits ... H ... Samuel Sillits, Audley 


parish ... A®; 21 Richard Swinson®... OH... Burton ... P; 22 Richard Swintin®’ ... H ... William Palmer, Fish[e]r[wlick ... P; 23 
William Turton ... H ... Joseph Wade, Stafford ... P; [&]... H ... William Keeling, Darleston ... P [Bate (1908) p xlviii-xlix] 


G1672.3 Licences for buildings to be used as meeting-places™ 

Sixty-three houses have been discovered that were licensed as meeting-places. Of these five 
were the homes of licensed teachers (see above). 

A quick search of the hearth tax records (circa 1665) has tentatively identified 30 of these 
houses. The houses licensed had an average of 4.2 hearths. Presbyterian meeting-places were 
generally larger (4.7 hearths) than those of the congregationalists (2.5 hearths). 


G1690.1 The Common Fund survey 

The Common Fund survey of dissenting ministers is transcribed in Alexander Gordon (Ed.) 
Freedom after ejection A review (1690-1692) of presbyterian and congregational nonconformity in 
England and Wales (1917) p96-9. The original document is thought to have been compiled in 1690. 
This transcription is shown below. Material printed in italics has been "scored out in ink (mostly 
very lightly) in the original, and easily deciphered.". 

In my transcription (further below) some words and phrases may have been misplaced due to 
the somewhat eccentric layout of the original. Money has been rendered in the form £1 or 7/0. 
Material in [brackets] is supplied from the original context. 


6° Turner (1911) has baptist 

eh Recte Joseph Eccleshall 

Pe Probably a clerical error in the original for Joseph Eccleshall 

63 “licensed for Congregational worship" 

64 Intending Tipton 

65 Turner (1911) has baptist 

oe Intending Swinfen 

67 intending Swinfen 

os Appendix W1672 Licences for buildings to be used as meeting-places gives full details. 
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[67] Stafford[shire] 


Ministers that have a Competent Supply --- 


Mr Richd Hilton ejected - Maintaines a Lecture att Wassall, hath little assistance though many able men 
in the towne is minister of BremwiehBromwich{sic] 
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Mr-The: Baldwin—fejected_Minister} Of Glent 

Mr Tho: Miles - [ejected Minister] Of Litchfield 

Mr Tho: Bladen - [ejected Minister] Of Alrewas 

Mr Richd Chantry - [ejected Minister] Of Weeford 

Mr Nath: Mansfield - [ejected Minister] Of Armitage 

Mr Richd Swinfyn - [ejected Minister] Of Maves on[sic] Ridwar 
Mr Tim: Fox - [ejected Minister] Of Drayton Bassett 


- all these are able to goe abroad every Lords day 4. 5. or 6 miles for 9/0 or 7/0 pr day and horse hire 
paid out of it 


Mr Rock - [Minister] Of Mayfield a#+these aged and dark and preacheth not yet has £30 pa [allowance] 
Dudley well Settled 

Mr Southall - Att Burton upon Trent, has £50 pa allowance 

Mr Pike - Att Burton upon Trent - has £50 pa allowance 

Mr Myrrald - Att Utoxcester, who as others goes to other places - his people have hired a meeting house 
att Longdoles at £2/2/6 pa have mett with great opposition, but have conquered their enemies, and are 
in hopes of haveing the greatest countrey meeting in all those parts if mr Merrald be incouraged to Stay 
among them, his wife keeps a Semstris's Shop in Uttoxcester, without wch hee could not Subsist, see 
this case att large in. No 71 

Ministers that may want a Supply - - - Eject 

mr Eccleshall - At Sedgley where he was minister hath little 

mr Grace ejected - At Shenston, is blind and Indigent, can goe noe where to preach 

mr Cony - 91- his condition is very Low, his very bed was Seized from under him, for his very bread that 
hee has to keep him alive, most of his helpers are dead, his Daughter as helpless as himselfe through 
poverty, hee is past preaching through age and other infirmities 

Persons contributing - [BLANK] 

[68] Stafford[shire] Mr Williams 


Places that had or where there may be opportunity of Religious assemblies 


Litchfield - is a Lecture, and allow 10/0 per day, but it is but once a fortnight. would bring it to once a 
week . but . can not. 


Tamworth - is a lecture every fortnight, they allow 8/0 but its feared will faile without help 


In Longdon - They have a lecture once in the month their allowance is 5/0 or 6/0 yet have a lecture every 
Lord's day 


In Thorny Lanes - Neer Uttoxcester they have had a constant Lecture ever since the ejection. And Since 
Liberty was first indulged they have endeavoured to bring it to Uttoxcester, hoping severall of the towne 
might be brought in, but they are disappointed, and discord arriseth, betwixt those of the towne and 
those of the Countrey, though the Country is the greater number, and they would Sett it up in Thorny 
Lanes againe but want assistance. - mr Wood hath preachd among them & is well liked they have found 
out Merbrock Chapell wch is 14 mile fro' Uxeter and 8 mile fro' any other would have £8 or £10 work for 
an Other. p' Morris. 


The Moorlands and some part of Derbyshire Peak. A part of a countrey, 16 or 20 miles distant from East 
to West, and about soe many from South to north, one of the barrenest part and darkest corners in 
England as to the meanes of Grace, it is humbly desired it may be considered, see the case att large in 
No 84 and 85 


Persons qualifyed for the ministry & not yet fixed 


Seabridge wth: in a mile of New Castle are designing to Sett up a meeting can but raise £16 pa: desire 
help See the case more fully ... 
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Wolverhampton. A great towne began their meeting wth a week-day Lecture and raised 5/0 a day, 
afterward they rais ceased their weekly Lecture & mett on Sabboth dayes, and chose one mr Dan: 
Greenwood for their Minister, whom they allowed £20 pa, but Severall of their contributers removing 
their habitations their £20 is reduced to £12 pa and out of that the Rent of the meeting-house is to [be] 
pd & are like to be destitute without some assistance. mr Greenwood is gone from them for want of a 
Subsistance. They desire an augmentation of £10 pa lesse will not do 


Persons qualifying for the Minry Proposalls [blank] 


G1690.2 The Common Fund survey - named ministers 

By 1690, at the time of the survey, 29 of the original 47 cohort members were dead (20) or 
probably dead (9). Of the remaining 18 men - 14 appear in the survey. Twelve under Staffordshire 
(below), George Long under Darlington, Durhams and John Nott under Thame, Oxon. The other 
four cohort men alive at the time were: Richard Ashley and Thomas Badland (both active 
ministers®’), Richard Morton (then a physician) and Thomas Poole (not active). 

The Staffordshire survey gives the names of 18 ministers of whom 12 were cohort members. 
Of the other six ministers two are unidentified. The entries for four of the cohort men are scored 
out in the original. Of these Thomas Baldwin, William Fincher and William Turton are listed under 
Birmingham, Warwickshire whilst William Grace has a later corrected entry. The entry for Richard 
Chantry is shown to be in error by another record under Hartshorne, Derbyshire. 

Below are the entries for the 12 cohort ministers followed by the other six men. 


Cohort ministers 


Thomas Baldwin (presbyterian minister of Clent) c1628-.... R4 
... under Staffordshire the entry "Ministers that have a Competent Supply - Mr Tho: Baldwin - [ejected 
Minister] Of Clent - but the entry is scored out. In another entry Baldwin and Fincher are together recorded as 
ministers "Att Birmingham, of one Congregation well provided for each of them £30 per annum". 


Thomas Bladon (presbyterian minister of Alrewas) c1631-1703 R6 
... under Staffordshire the entry " Ministers that have a Competent Supply - Mr Tho: Bladen - [ejected 

Minister] Of Alrewas - able to goe abroad every Lords day 4. 5. or 6 miles for 9/0 or 7/0 pr day and horse hire 
paid out of it". 


Richard Chantry B.A. (presbyterian minister of Weeford) c1631-1694 R13 
... under Derbyshire "Mr Richd Chantry senr. Att Hartshorne an aged ejected minister hath 9 children who 
have all Some part of their dependence on him is afflicted with a great lameness and not able to goe without 
helpe, preacheth 3 Sabbaths in the month, the people poore not able to allow more then £4 odd mony pr 
quarter, of wch Mr Tym: Cox hath a 1/4 part." The same survey under Staffordshire has the entry "Ministers 
that have a Competent Supply - Mr Richd Chantry - [ejected Minister] Of Weeford - able to goe abroad every 
Lords day 4. 5. or 6 miles for 9/0 or 7/0 pr day and horse hire paid out of it". In his case the Staffordshire 
survey was evidently in error. Whilst at Hartshorne he did receive (1690-3) £8 pa from the Common Fund. 


Joseph Eccleshall B.A. (presbyterian minister of Sedgley) 1633-1692 R17 
... under Staffordshire the entry "Ministers that may want a Supply - mr Eccleshall - At Sedgley where he was 
minister hath little." 


William Fincher (presbyterian minister of Wednesbury) c1628-1691 R18 
... under Staffordshire the entry "Ministers that have a Competent Supply - Mr Wm Fincher - [ejected] Minister 
of Wednesbury- but the entry is scored out. In another entrry Baldwin and Fincher are together recorded as 
ministers "Att Birmingham, of one Congregation well provided for each of them £30 per annum". 


Timothy Fox (presbyterian minister of Drayton Bassett) 1628-1710 R19 
... under Staffordshire the entry "Ministers that have a Competent Supply - Mr Tim: Fox - [ejected Minister] Of 
Drayton Bassett - able to goe abroad every Lords day 4. 5. or 6 miles for 9/0 or 7/0 pr day and horse hire paid 
out of it" and under Derbyshire two entries: (1) Ministers that have a competent supply - Mr Tim: Fox ... An 
aged Ejected minister preaches at Severall places and (2) Ministers that [?have] a Supply - Mr Tim: Fox ... An 
aged ejected minister, preaches once a mo at Hartshorn ... At Hartshorn he had a quarter part of a payment 
made to Richard Chantry. 


William Grace M.A. (compliant minister of Shenstone) ?1609-1699 R20 
... under Staffordshire the entry " Ministers that have a Competent Supply - Mr Wm Grace - [ejected Minister] 
Of Shenston - but the entry is scored out. A second entry reads "Ministers that may want a Supply - mr Grace 
ejected - At Shenston, is blind and Indigent, can goe noe where to preach." Whilst at Shenstone he did receive 
(1690-9) £5 pa from the Common Fund. 


69 Both mentioned in the register in Gordon (1917). 
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Richard Hilton (presbyterian minister of West Bromwich) c1625-1706 R24 
... under Staffordshire the entry "Ministers that have a Competent Supply - Mr Richd Hilton ejected - 
Maintaines a Lecture att Wassall, hath little assistance though many able men in the towne is minister of 
Bromwich Bromwichf{sic]". 


Thomas Miles (presbyterian minister of Lichfield St Chad) e1618-..... R27 
... under Staffordshire the entry "Ministers that have a Competent Supply - Mr Tho: Miles - [ejected Minister] 
Of Litchfield - able to goe abroad every Lords day 4. 5. or 6 miles for 9/0 or 7/0 pr day and horse hire paid out 
of it". 


William Rock (?presbyterian minister of Mayfield) 1620-1694 R37 
... under Staffordshire the entry "Ministers that have a Competent Supply - Mr Rock - [ejected Minister] Of 
Mayfield a#-+hese yet has £30 [allowance]. 


Richard Swinfen B.A. (presbyterian minister of Mavesyn Ridware) 1630-1691 R40 
... under Staffordshire the entry "Ministers that have a Competent Supply - Mr Richd Swinfyn - [ejected 
Minister] Of Maves on[sic] Ridwar - able to goe abroad every Lords day 4. 5. or 6 miles for 9/0 or 7/0 pr day 
and horse hire paid out of it". 


William Turton B.A. (presbyterian minister of Rowley Regis) 1636-1716 R42 
... under Staffordshire the entry "Ministers that have a Competent Supply - Mr Wm Turton - [ejected Minister] 
Of Rowley - but the entry is scored out. Another entry has "Mr Turton ... Att Birmingham of another 
Congregation well provided for". 


Non-cohort ministers 


Nathaniel Coney (presbyterian minister of Broughton, Oxon) c1612-.... 

... under Staffordshire the entry "Ministers that may want a Supply "mr Cony - 91- his condition is very Low, 
his very bed was Seized from under him, for his very bread that hee has to keep him alive, most of his helpers 
are dead, his Daughter as helpless as himselfe through poverty, hee is past preaching through age and other 
infirmities" 


Daniel Greenwood (minister of Birmingham) 

... under Staffordshire .... "Wolverhampton. ... chose one mr Dan: Greenwood for their Minister, whom they 
allowed £20 pa, but Severall of their contributers removing their habitations their £20 is reduced to £12 pa 
and out of that the Rent of the meeting-house is to [be] pd & are like to be destitute without some assistance. 
mr Greenwood is gone from them for want of a Subsistance. 


Nathaniel Mansfield (presbyterian minister of Armitage) c1629-1708 

... under Staffordshire the entry "Ministers that have a Competent Supply - Mr Nath: Mansfield - [ejected 
Minister] Of Armitage - able to goe abroad every Lords day 4. 5. or 6 miles for 9/0 or 7/0 pr day and horse hire 
paid out of it". [NOT apparently ejected from Armitage. ] 


John or Joshua Merrell ....-1716 

... under Staffordshire the entry "Ministers that have a Competent Supply "Mr Myrrald - Att Utoxcester, who 
as others goes to other places - his people have hired a meeting house att Longdoles at £2/2/6 pa have mett 
with great opposition, but have conquered their enemies, and are in hopes of haveing the greatest countrey 
meeting in all those parts if mr Merrald be incouraged to Stay among them, his wife keeps a Semstris's Shop 
in Uttoxcester, without wch hee could not Subsist, see this case att large in . No 71." 


----- Pike 
... under Staffordshire the entry "Ministers that have a Competent Supply "Mr Pike - Att Burton upon Trent - 
has £50 pa allowance". [NOT identified.] 


----- Southall 
... under Staffordshire the entry "Ministers that have a Competent Supply "Mr Southall - Att Burtenwzpenr- 
Trent has £50-pa atewanee". [NOT identified. ] 


H The cohort - miscellaneous 


H1 Inhabitants, parishioners and churchwardens 

In 1665 the churchwardens of Shenstone presented William Grace M.A. (compliant minister 
of Shenstone) ?1609-1699 for holding conventicles in his house and in 1669 the churchwardens of 
Darwen and Newton in Lancashire presented Richard Ashley ALIAS Astley e1634-1696 for 
preaching. 
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HOF rae 


H3 Courts, prison and misbehaviour 


H3.1 Stafford Assizes 

Three men - Richard Clayton of Seighford (17 Aug 1660), Joseph Sonde of Swynnerton (17 
Aug 1661)” and Edward Neville of Standon (8 Mar 1661.2) - all ordained anglicans, were indicted 
at Stafford Assizes for refusing to read a "book containing the proclamation". It has not been 
discovered what this book was. Clayton and Sonde were deprived in 1662, whilst Neville - who was 
found not guilty - subscribed in 1662. 


Richard Clayton (compliant minister of Seighford) 21595-1669 

At Jail Delivery, Stafford, [Fri] 17 Aug. 1660, indicted for refusing to read 'book containing the proclamation’, 
and bound in £20 to make his traverse as before: again [Sat] 8 March 1661-2 and [Mon] 21 July 1662 (Ass. 2. 
i). 


Joseph Sonde B.A. (compliant minister of Swynnerton) 21598-1672 
At Stafford Assizes, [Sat] 17 Aug. 1661, indicted for refusing to read the "book containing the proclamation": 
bound in £20 to prosecute traverse at next Assizes: 21 July 1662, bound pro. certiorari (Ass. 2. i). 


Edward Neville B.A. (rector of Standon) c1615-1672 
Indicted at Assizes, Wolverhampton, 8 March 1661-2, 'for refusing to read the book containing the 
proclamation': found not guilty (Ass. 2. i). [Calamy Rev. p362] 


At the Assizes on 21 Jul 1662 Richard Hincks was acquitted as not guilty of former charges: 


Richard Hincks (presbyterian minister of Tipton) e1622-1683 

In Oct 1659 he is said to have assisted in raising soldiers for the army of parliamentary general John Lambert 
1619-1684 who attempted (unsuccessfully) to stop George Monck (later 1st Duke of Albemarle) 1608-1670 - 
then in favour of the restoration of the monarchy - marching on London. ... In a petition from Tipton to the 
Crown dated 7 Jan 1660.1 he is described "as a person notoriously disaffected to His Majesty and his 
government". Subsequent proceedings at Stafford Assizes continued until 21 Jul 1662 when he was acquitted 
as not guilty. 


H3.2 Lichfield consistory court 

On 22 Oct 1663 Thomas Bakewell c1619-p1677 and Thomas Ford”! c1633-?1679 were both 
successfully prosecuted at Lichfield Consistory Court for preaching at a conventicle at Burton-upon- 
Trent. Bakewell was suspended from officiating in the diocese and Ford was excommunicated. Both 
then had to appear before a local J.P. - Sir Brian Broughton of Broughton in Eccleshall 1st Baronet 
1618-1708 - to whom they both refused to give a security for their better behaviour. In a letter 
dated Nov 1663 Broughton wrote that when before the bishop "they were so saucy with him that 
the old priest told him he hoped one day to stand upon even ground with him. To prevent their 
meeting so numerously we convened them before me and demanded securities of the two parsons 
for their better behaviour for the future which they both refused to do, for which contempt they are 
committed to-day to the common gaol". On 9 Mar 1663.4 they were imprisoned at Stafford Gaol but 
released on 30 Sep 1664 without further imposition. 

About 1665 Thomas Miles e1618-.... was cited into the "Ecclesiastical Court" for baptizing his 
own Child. 


H3.3 Stafford Gaol 
Perhaps in late 1662 William Grace ?1609-1699 was imprisoned at Stafford: 


70 Tt might be a coincidence that Clayton and Sonde were both at the assizes on 17 Aug in two succeding years or perhaps 
one of the years is incorrectly cited. [see Matthews (1934)] 
71 Not a cohort member 
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"Mr. Grace, upon his Ejectment from his Living, on which he lived comfortably, was with his Wife and eleven 
Children reduced to Straits. Hoping to get some Supplies of Maintenance, he took a Farm of about Thirty 
Pounds per an. ... He was in a short time after his other Troubles, apprehended by Justices, and, with many of 
his Hearers, bound over, which was very chargeable. Not long after, he was sent for by a Party of Horse, 
called out of his Bed, and carried Prisoner to Stafford, for what he knew not, nor was ever told. He being 
unable to bear the Charge of his imprisonment, made application to the Deputy-Lieutenants, was forced to 
give in Bond of a hundred Pounds, to appear when called. He was dismissed, after many hard Speeches, but 
no Charge laid against him." 
On 9 Mar 1663.4 Thomas Bakewell c1619-p1677 and Thomas Ford” c1633-?1679 were 
imprisoned at Stafford Gaol but released on 30 Sep 1664 without further imposition (and see 
§H3.2). 


H3.4 Chester and Derby 

Ralph Hall (parochial curate of Maer) e1604-1685 whilst living at Chester was under The five 
mile act (31 Oct 1665) (see §G1665) imprisoned in Chester City or Northgate Prison. Whilst in 
prison he converted a convicted murderer. An account of this event was written in 1716: 


The Soldier's Name was Spooner, one that had been a very loose and profligate Man and was concerned with others ina 
drunken Riot, in which a poor Man lost his Life. Mr Hall ... was sent a Prisoner ... for six Months, for no other Fault than 
preaching the Gos[plel; but God sent him thither for good to this poor Criminal, who lay in the Gall of Bitterness and Bond 
of Iniquity. Mr Hall found him very ignorant and stupid but God was pleased to bless the serious Discourse he had with 
him, and the fervent Prayers he put up to God with him and for him; Conscience was awakened to purpose, and God sealed 
his Instruction; a wonderful Change was wrought in him in a little time, and he made such a Declaration of the Manner of 
God's Working upon his Soul when he came to die, and of the Benefit he had received by Mr Hall's Instruction and Prayers, 
as very much affected all that heard him, and indeed filled the whole City with wonder, every one looking upon him as such 
another Monument of Freegrace as the Thief on the Cross, and glorifying God on his Behalf; that good old Minister 
thought his six Months Imprisonment abundantly compensated by being an Instrument of so much Good to a precious 
Soul, that was in so much danger of perishing for ever. 


In May 1684 Timothy Fox 1628-1710 was imprisoned in Derby Gaol and about 1684.5 in 
Chester Gaol. Calamy records in 1713 "Yet afterwards he [Fox] was imprison'd in Derby Goal upon 
that Act, being Apprehended, not in any Exercise of Religion, but only coming to see his Son an 
Apprentice in that Town: He was taken up immediately ... and continu'd a Prisoner till the 
November following. He was Confin'd a second time [about Feb 1684.5] in Chester Goal, (with 
several other neighbouring Ministers and Gentlemen) being carry'd thither without any Cause of 
their Imprisonment assign'd. After a Months Confinement he was discharg'd, giving £600 Security 
for his good Behaviour; that is, being himself bound in £200 and his two Sureties each of them in 
the like Sum." 

About Jun 1685 Richard Swinfen 1630-1691 was one a number of Staffordshire gentlemen 
imprisoned at Chester Castle suspected of supporting the Duke of Monmouth's rebellion against 
James II. 


H4 Hearth tax 
A proposal to collect a hearth tax to support the Crown was first discussed in parliament on 1 
Mar 1661.2. 


(1 Mar 1661.2) Hearth Tax. A Bill for laying an Imposition upon Chimney Hearths, towards the Supply of his Majesty's 
Revenue, was this Day read the First time. Ordered, That this Bill be read the Second time on Monday next. [CJ] 


Three acts of parliament followed in 1662, 1663 and 1664: 


An act for establishing an additional revenue upon his majestie his heires & successors for the better support 
of his and theire crown and dignity {14 Charles II c10} (19 May 1662) 

An additionall act for the better ordering and collecting the revenue ariseing by hearth money {15 Charles II 
c13} (c22 Jul 1663) 

An act for collecting the duty ariseing by hearth-money by officers to be appointed by his majestie {16 Charles 
II c3} (c17 May 1664) 


Under these acts a tax of 2/0 pa was imposed on every hearth in all dwellings which was to be 
collected in two instalments of 1/0 each at Michaelmas (29 Sep) and at Lady Day (25 Mar). A few 
cases are known where people "stopped up" their chimneys to avoid the tax. 

Poorer people were permitted to apply for a certificate of exemption which had to be signed 
by the minister of the parish and at least one churchwarden or overseer of the poor. These included 
those not paying poor or church rates, those living in dwellings with a rental value less than £1 pa 
and those with assets less than £10. 


72 Not a cohort member 
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William Fincher 3 
William Rock 3 
Richard Hilton 3 
Richard Hincks 4 
John Mott 4 
Thomas Buxton 4 
William Grace 4 
Humphr Waldron 4 
ey 

Joseph Sonde 6 
John Reynolds 7 

Thomas Buxton (presbyterian minister of Tettenhall) 1625-?1685 R11 


From 1665 to 1672 he lived at Tamworth where in 1665 he was assessed on 4 hearths for a house 
he shared with "Mr Overton" (perhaps his father-in-law 


Joseph Eccleshall B.A. (presbyterian minister of Sedgley) 1633-1692 R17 
After ejection Eccleshall stayed in Sedgley but moved to a house about one mile from the church. 
This might be the house of his father Henry who was assessed on 3 hearths in 1665. 


William Fincher (presbyterian minister of Wednesbury) c1628-1691 R18 
Samuel Hall B.A. (presbyterian minister of Barlaston) c1635-1665 R23 


His house at Barlaston had been assessed on one hearth but in 1665 it was recorded "but 
now the house puld downe". 


not included in list 

H5 Freemasons 

H6 Heraldic visitations and coats of arms 
H7 Payment of first fruits 

First fruits 


Timothy Fox (presbyterian minister of Drayton Bassett) 1628-1710 

On 24 Feb 1651 when he compounded for first fruits his security was Thomas Fox of Tamworth 
doubtless his brother Thomas Fox 1623-1666 (sometime Colonel of the Parliamentary Army and 
M.P. for Tamworth). 


John Nott M.A. (presbyterian minister of Sheriff Hales) 1625-1702 
After presentation by the Commissioners of the great seal on 30 May 1650 he was appointed 
presbyterian minister of Sheriff Hales vicarage where he paid first fruits on 6 Jan 1652.. 


Thomas Byrdall M.A. (compliant minister of Walsall) 1607-1662 [non-cohort] 

About 1643 after presentation by Sir Richard Wilbraham of Woodhey in Faddiley, Cheshire 1st 
Baronet c1580-1643 he was appointed compliant minister of Walsall vicarage and paid first fruits 
on 19 Mar 1643.4. 


Edward Neville B.A. (rector of Standon) c1615-1672 [non-cohort] 


On 3 Apr 1648 (perhaps after presentation by Thomas Heath D.C.L. (chancellor of Peterbrough 
c1598-1680) he was appointed compliant minister of Standon rectory and on 22 Jun paid first fruits. 


J The cohort - books 
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J1 Authors 

Six of the cohort are known to be published authors. Two physicians, Morton and Reynolds, 
wrote on medical matters whilst Badland, Bladon and Hall wrote theological works. Wild wrote on 
several topics. 


Thomas Badland B.A. (presbyterian minister of Willenhall) c1633-1698 

Eternity, or, the weightiness of the unseen concerns of the other world, from their duration opened, proved, 
and applyed in a sermon preached in Worcestershire (1676). The book was printed in Worcester but published 
in London. 


Thomas Bladon (presbyterian minister of Alrewas) c1631-1703 

Bladon is said to have been the author of two sermons (nos XIII and XIV) published in England's 
remembrancer: Being a collection of farewel-sermons preached by divers non-conformists in the country 
(1663). A later writer (1802) says "Tho' long, they are not tedious; but are judicious, practical, and very 
appropriate". Both sermons were based on Acts xx 32 - ‘And now, brethren, I commend you to God, and to the 
word of his grace, which is able to build you up, and to give you an inheritance among all them which are 
sanctified." 


Ralph Hall (parochial curate of Maer) e1604-1685 

Hall was most probably the author of Quakers principles quaking ... (1656) which had a preface written by 
Zachariah Crofton (then presbyterian minister of London St Botolph's Aldgate) c1626-1672. A reply to the 
book was written by William Anderson of Liverpool later the same year. 

- Ralph Hall Quakers principles quaking: or, pretended light proved darkness, and perfections found to be 
greatest imperfections. in an answer to a written paper, subscribed with the name of Thomas Holme, and 
scattered through the country about Liverpool in Lancashire. London: Printed by R. I. and are to be sold by 
Edm. Paxton, neer Doctors Commons, and Tho. Parkhurst, over against the great Conduit in Cheapside (1656) 
[NOTE: The book has a seven page preface entitled "Unto the christian reader, especially the inhabitants 
about Liverpool, and Walton in Lancashire" signed "Zach[ariah]. Crofton April 17. 1656" 

- William Anderson of Liverpool, Lancashire An answer to a book titled "Quaker's principles quaking", 
subscribed by the name of one Ralph Hale[sic], with an Epistle (so called) to the Reader, subscribed with the 
name of one Zachariah Crofton. London Printed for Giles Calvert, and are to be sold at his shop at the Black 
Spread-Eagle, near the west end of Pauls (1656) 


Richard Morton M.D. (presbyterian minister of Kinver) 1637-1698 

Morton was the author of Phthisiologia seu exercitationes de phthisi tribus libris comprehensae. Totumque 
opus variis historiis illustratum (1689); Pyretologia: Seu exercitationes de morbis universalibus acutis (1692) 
and Pyretologia, pars altera: Sive exercitatio de febribus inflammatoriis universalibus (?1694). 


John Reynolds M.D. (presbyterian minister of Wolverhampton) 1632-1683 

Reynolds was the author of: "R.I." An answer to Mr. Humprey's remarks ....[on reordination] (1661) not 
identified and a pamphlet of 37 pages A discourse upon prodigious abstinence: Occasioned by the twelve 
moneths fasting of Martha Taylor, the famed Derbyshire damosell: Proving that without any miracle, the 
texture of humane bodies may be so altered, that life may be long continued without the supplies of meat & 
drink: with an account of the heart, and how far it is interessed in the business of fermentation ... (1669). 


Robert Wild D.D. (rector of Tatenhill) c1616-1679 [ODNB] 

Wild was the author of many books, poems etc which (are thought to) include the following: Benefice. A 
comedy. By R.W. D.D. Author of Iter Boreale. Written in his younger days: Now made publick for promoting 
innocent mirth. [? written 1641] (1689); [Anonymous] "The combat of the cocks" in Thomas Randall The high 
and mighty commendation (1642); An Elegie upon the Earle of Essex's Funerall (1646); Poem Gondibert 
Vindicated from the Wit Combats of four Esquires Clinias Dametas Sancho and Jack Pudding Printed in the 
year 1655 (1655); The Arraignment of a Sinner at the Bar of Divine Justice: Delivered in a Sermon in St. 
Maries Church at Oxford, March the 5. 1655 Before the Right Honourable, the Judges of Assize, &c (?1656); In 
Nova Fert Animos &c a New Song Upon the Hopeful New Parliament Elegy Upon the Much to be Lamented 
Death of the Reverend Mr Vines (1656); Iter boreale. Attempting somthing upon the successful and matchless 
march of the Lord General George Monck, from Scotland to London, the last winter, &c. ... By a rural pen. 
London, printed on St. George's Day, being the 23d of April, 1660; The Tragedy of Christopher Love at Tower 
Hill, August 22, 1651 (1660); Rome Rhym'd to Death a Collection of Choice Poems by Dr Wild and others of the 
best Modern Wit (21661); A Poem upon the Imprisonment of Mr Calamy in Newgate (1663); The Recantation 
of a Penitent Proteous as it was acted at St Paul's in London (1663) ; An Essay upon the late Victory obtained 
by the Duke of York against the Dutch June 3 1665 (?1665); The Grateful Non-Conformist (1665) ; A Letter to 
Mr. J.J. upon His Majesty's Declaration for Liberty of Conscience (1672); Dr Wild's Humble Thanks for His 
Majesties Declaration for Liberty of Conscience March 15 1672 ; Dr Hewitt's Letter to Dr Wilde on June 7 1658 
being the day before he suffered Death and read by Dr Wilde at his Funerall Moonshine or the Restauration of 
Jews Trumps and Bagpipes (1672); A Panegyrick humbly address'd to the King's most excellent Maj on his 
auspicious Meeting his 2 Houses of Parl 4 and 5 of Feb 1672.3? and his most gracious Speech there delivered 
on that Occasion Lond (1673); The Poring Doctor (1674); An Exclamation against Popery occasioned by His 
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Majesties Last Gracious Speech (1678); Oliver Cromwell's Ghost or old Noll newly revived [1678?]. ; Dr. Wild's 
Poem: In nova fert animus [1679],; Dr. R. W.'s Last Legacie [1679]; A Copy of the Last Verses Made by Dr. 
Wild (1679). 


J2 Libraries and studies 

In the 17C very few clergymen's houses would contain a large room - a library - set apart for 
books but might have a small room - a study. Confusingly both the words - library and study - might 
also be used to refer to a collection of books or to a cupboard designed to hold or shelve a 
collection of books. 

In 1667 Elias Ashmole of Lichfield esquire 1617-1692 bought the books of John Booker, a well- 
known astrologer, from his widow. The quotes below are interesting as they point to the use of the 
words - study and library - in this context and also give an insight into the value of a contemporary 
library. 


[Ashmole] 21 May 1667 "I bought Mr John Bookers study of Bookes & gaue 1401. for them" ... [William Lilly] 
"His [Booker's] library of bookes came short of the worlds expectation, wear by his widdow sold to Elias 
Ashmole Esq: who most generously gave her far more money than they were worth, but out of his respects 
unto the deceased and his memory, hee most willingly payd her the money." [C. H. Josten (Ed.) Elias 
Ashmole ... IIT (1966) p1092] 


study. A large (usually shelved cupboard), esp. one placed in a recess in the wall, for holding clothes, books etc 
[OED] 


In five’ cohort wills and inventories the word library is used twice doubtless in the sense of 
collection or cupboard. The word study (studdy 2, studdye 1, study 1) is used four times - twice 
probably indicating a room. 


(1669) Richard Clayton M.A. (compliant minister of Seighford) ?1595-1669 ... practize of Phisicke in Lattin which is in my 
Studdy in two small volumes octavo 

(1675) Henry Bee B.A. (presbyterian minister of Hanbury) c1630-1675 ... His personalty was valued at £71/7/0 and included 
"It his Library £10". 

(1679) Robert Wild D.D. (rector of Tatenhill) c1616-1679 ... "unto my two [older] sonns ... my Library of Bookes to be equally 
devided betwixt them by lotts ... to my wife their mother my best Bible and what other English Bookes she shall chuse not 
exceeding six in number". 

(? 1701) Thomas Baldwin (presbyterian minister of Clent) c1628.-.... ... also "my Studdye of Bookes [valued at £20] which I 
give and bequeath unto my sonne in Law Mr John Padgett". 

(1706) Richard Hilton B.A.(presbyterian minister of West Bromwich) c1625-1706 ... His personalty was valued at £51 and 
included "Item the Books in the Studdy £10". 

(1710) Timothy Fox (presbyterian minister of Drayton Bassett) 1628-1710 ... His personalty was valued at £312/6/6 and 
included "Item Books in Study £10". 


J3 Book owners 
Books are mentioned in the wills or inventories of 16 cohort men”. In a few wills fairly 
detailed instructions are left for the disposal of various books. 


(? 1701) Thomas Baldwin (presbyterian minister of Clent) c1628-.... ... also "my Studdye of Bookes [valued at £20] which I 
give and bequeath unto my sonne in Law Mr John Padgett". 


(1694) Richard Chantry B.A. (presbyterian minister of Weeford) c1631-1694 ... His personalty was valued at £26/15/0 and 
included " Itm his bookes £3". 


(1669) Richard Clayton M.A. (compliant minister of Seighford) ?1595-1669 ... I give to my Brother Robins Brother Burdocke 
to Sonne Robins and to all the Children and Grandchildren of Brother Burdocke to each of them one such Booke as my 
Executors shall thinke fitt if I live not to appoint them my selfe Item I give to my Sonne Wagstaffe and his wife to my Sonne 
Jesson and his wife and to daughter Worswick and to all their children such Bookes as my Executors shall thinke fitting and 
convenient Item I give to my daughter Joyce Worswick one Mr Baines his Booke called Breife directions unto a Godly life 
dedicated to Mr Jorden with Mr Baines his Letters annexed to it Item I give to Sonne Hill and his wife and to my loveing 
freinds Mr John Woolrich of Chebsey [overseer] and to his wife and two Sonns and daughter and to cozen John Dawe his wife 
and children and to Mrs Newton and to cozen Gerrald Wagstaffe to each of them such Books as shalbe judged fitt for them 
Item I give to cozen Gerrald Waggstaffe one Riverius his practize of Phisicke in Lattin which is in my Studdy in two small 
volumes octavo ... 


(1692) Joseph Eccleshall B.A. (presbyterian minister of Sedgley) 1633-1692 ... His personalty was valued at £235 and 
included "Bookes to the number 180 £12". In his will he ... bequeathes "to such poor schollers as my Executors shall think 
fitt all my Latine & other books relating to contraversies, And all my other books of practical divinity I give to my said sonne 
Thomas Dudley, desireing his carefull perusall of them ...". 


73 A footnote in Josten mentions an acquittance for "£140 received by Joane Booker ... for books and ‘other things' ..." 
74 The will of Thomas Baldwin (1701) may be that of the minister. 
75 The will of Thomas Baldwin (1701) may be that of the minister. Henry Bee (see §J2} mentions his library. 
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(1691) William Fincher (presbyterian minister of Wednesbury) c1628-1691 ... In his will he bequeathed his son Samuel "my 
house bible and pocket bible", his daughter Elizabeth "my bible which I com'only used in the Pulpit" and his daughter 
Catherine "my great bible". 


(1710) Timothy Fox (presbyterian minister of Drayton Bassett) 1628-1710 ... His personalty was valued at £312/6/6 and 
included "Item Books in Study £10". 


(1666) John Greensmith M.A. (presbyterian minister of Colwich) ?1629-1666 ... He bequeathed his books to Schoolecroft 
(1681) Ralph Hall (parochial curate of Maer) e1604-1685 ... In his will his wife is "to take ten of my English bookes" 


(1705) Richard Hilton B.A.(presbyterian minister of West Bromwich) c1625-1706 ... His personalty was valued at £51 and 
included "Item the Books in the Studdy £10". Richard Hilton states in his will "I give Mr Baxters Christiane Directory, & Mr 
Clarks Annotations on the Bible to my Cosen Richard Hilton. Likewise I give to my cosen Georg Bret ten books or volumes 
set down in a scedule hereunto annexed if he doe demand them within a year after my decease. All the rest of my Books I 
leave and give to Samuel Hunt of Coventry the younger, if he be bred up to the Ministry, or otherwise to be disposed of ... " 
As mentioned above his books were valued at £10. The two named books in his will were likely: Richard Baxter A christian 
directory: Or, a summ of practical theologie, and cases of conscience ... (1673) and Samuel Clark The holy bible, containing 
the old testament and the new: With annotations and parallel Scriptures ... (1690). The "scedule" lists the following ten 
volumes: Marcerus his Commentary on Job, Proverbs of Salomon Ecclessiastes one volume | Spanhemij Dubia Evangelica 
two volumes [Friderici Spanhemii Dubia Evangelica] | Bishop Rainolds works one volume [Edward Reynolds The works of 
Edw. Reynolds] / Cartwright on the Proverbs [Thomas Cartwright On the proverbs (1684)] | Pareus on Genesis, on the Ep: to 
the Romans ¢hree-G on the Revelation three volumes [Davis Pareus Genesis (1609); David Pareus Jn divinam ad Romanos S. 
Pauli ap. epistolam commentarius (1609); David Pareus A commentary upon the divine Revelation of the apostle and 
evangelist John] / Calvins Institutions [John Calvin Institutes of Christian Religion] / Mollerus on the Psalms [? Johannes 
Mollerus] | Opera Fulgentij one volume [ Opera Fulgentii (1520)] 


(1698) Richard Morton M.D. (presbyterian minister of Kinver) 1637-1698 ... "Item I give and bequeath unto my said son 
Richard Morton all my Books and manuscripts" 


(1661) William Overton (?compliant minister of Audley) c1615-1661 ...His personalty was valued at £181/18/8 and included 
"2 Books of general sorts £3" 


(1707) Thomas Poole B.A. (presbyterian minister of Talk-on-the-Hill) c1637-1707 ... His personalty was valued at £26/4/6 
which included a sum of £5 for books. 


(1694) William Rock (?presbyterian minister of Mayfield) 1620-1694 ... His personalty was valued at £59/7/8 and included " 
Item Books in his Closett £6/5/6". 


(1678) Robert Wild D.D. (rector of Tatenhill) c1616-1679 ... With regard to his books he writes "unto my two [older] sonns ... 
my Library of Bookes to be equally devided betwixt them by lotts ... to my wife their mother my best Bible and what other 
English Bookes she shall chuse not exceeding six in number". 


(1682) Thomas Willesby M.A. (presbyterian minister of Wombourn) 1618-1682 ... writes in his will "... those Children that 
are most towardly and tractable ... be sent away well clothed with a bible and sound practacall Books such as Mr Baxters 
Call to the unconverted or Mr Thos Gouges young mans guide ... [poorest children] placing them to some honest trade as 
Apprentices ... I bequeath to my brother James Willesby Cambdens Brittannia Heylins Geography Clarkes Mirrour and Mr 
Baxters Christians Directory And as for the rest of my Books excepting some practacall ones my wife shall reserve for her 
owne use I give them to bee sold and the mony to bee bestowed on foure poor ejected Ministers or their Widdows and 
Children ... Item I give Forty shillings to bee laid out in buying Mr. Baxters Call to the unconverted and some bibles and to 
bestow them amongst poore families that can read in Wamborne and Tresill ... 


(1666) Richard York (presbyterian minister of Rushall) c1633-1666 ... His personalty was valued at £48/14/10 and included 
"It In bookes £6/13/4". 


J4 Book valuations 
In 9 cases the value of a man's books is discovered. Valuations varied from a high of £20 toa 
low of £3 as detailed below. 


(? 1701) Thomas Baldwin (presbyterian minister of Clent) c1628.-.... ... also "my Studdye of Bookes [valued at £20] which I 
give and bequeath unto my sonne in Law Mr John Padgett". 

(1692) Joseph Eccleshall B.A. (presbyterian minister of Sedgley) 1633-1692 ... His personalty was valued at £235 and 
included "Bookes to the number 180 £12" 

(1705) Richard Hilton B.A.(presbyterian minister of West Bromwich) c1625-1706 ... His personalty was valued at £51 and 
included "Item the Books in the Studdy £10". 

(1710) Timothy Fox (presbyterian minister of Drayton Bassett) 1628-1710 ... His personalty was valued at £312/6/6 and 
included "Item Books in Study £10". 

(1666) Richard York (presbyterian minister of Rushall) c1633-1666 ... His personalty was valued at £48/14/10 and included 
"It In bookes £6/13/4". 

(1694) William Rock (?presbyterian minister of Mayfield) 1620-1694 ... His personalty was valued at £59/7/8 and included " 
Item Books in his Closett £6/5/6". 

(1707) Thomas Poole B.A. (presbyterian minister of Talk-on-the-Hill) c1637-1707 ... His personalty was valued at £26/4/6 
which included a sum of £5 for books. 

(1661) William Overton (?compliant minister of Audley) c1615-1661 ...His personalty was valued at £181/18/8 and included 
"2 Books of general sorts £3" 

(1694) Richard Chantry B.A. (presbyterian minister of Weeford) c1631-1694 ... His personalty was valued at £26/15/0 and 
included " Itm his bookes £3". 
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J5 Named books 

William Fincher (1691) mentions four different bibles in his will. Some of the other named 
books are listed below in author order. The identification of the books is tentative. After the named 
book is the name of the owner with the original citation in "...". 


Opera Fulgentii (1520) - Richard Hilton c1625-1706 - "Opera Fulgentij one volume" 
Richard Baxter A call to the unconverted (1658) - Thomas Willesby 1618-1682 - "Mr Baxters Call to the unconverted" 


Richard Baxter A christian directory: Or, a summ of practical theologie, and cases of conscience ... (1673) - Richard Hilton 
c1625-1706 - "Mr Baxters Christiane Directory" AND - Thomas Willesby 1618-1682 - "Mr Baxters Christians Directory" 


Paul Bayne Briefe directions unto a godly life: ... Written by Mr. Paul Bayne, minister of gods word, to mr Nicholas Jordane 
his brother (1637) - Richard Clayton ?1595-1669 - "Mr Baines his Booke called Breife directions unto a Godly life dedicated 
to Mr Jorden" 

[?] Paul Bayne Letters - Richard Clayton ?1595-1669 - "Mr Baines his Letters" 

John Calvin Institutes of Christian Religion - Richard Hilton c1625-1706 - "Calvins Institutions" 

William Camden Britannia (1586) - Thomas Willesby 1618-1682 - "Cambdens Brittannia" 


Samuel Clark The holy bible, containing the old testament and the new: With annotations and parallel Scriptures ... (1690) - 
Richard Hilton c1625-1706 - "Mr Clarks Annotations on the Bible" 


Samuel Clark A mirrour or looking-glasse both for saints and sinners ... (?1654) - Thomas Willesby 1618-1682 - "Clarkes 
Mirrour" 


Thomas Gouge The young man's guide ... (1670) - Thomas Willesby 1618-1682 - "Mr Thos Gouges young mans guide" 


[?] Peter Heylyn Microcosmus. A little description of the great world (1621) - Thomas Willesby 1618-1682 - "Heylins 
Geography" 


[?] Marcerus Commentary ... - Richard Hilton c1625-1706 - "Marcerus his Commentary on Job, Proverbs of Salomon 
Ecclessiastes one volume" 


[? Johannes Mollerus] Mollerus on the Psalms - Richard Hilton c1625-1706 - "Mollerus on the Psalms" 

Davis Pareus Genesis (1609) AND David Pareus In divinam ad Romanos S. Pauli ap. epistolam commentarius (1609) AND 
David Pareus A commentary upon the divine Revelation of the apostle and evangelist John - Richard Hilton c1625-1706 - 
"Pareus on Genesis, on the Ep: to the Romans ¢hree-G on the Revelation three volumes" 


Edward Reynolds The works of Edw. Reynolds - Richard Hilton c1625-1706 - "Bishop Rainolds works one volume" 


[?] Lazarus Riverius Praxis medica and Observations medicae & curationes insignes- Richard Clayton ?1595-1669 - Riverius 
his practize of Phisicke in Lattin ... in two small volumes octavo 


Friderici Spanhemii Dubia Evangelica - Richard Hilton c1625-1706 - "Spanhemij Dubia Evangelica two volumes" 


J6 Manuscripts 
Only three men are known to have owned manuscripts. These might have been copies of 
printed books or original works such as sermons. 


(1665) Samuel Hall B.A. (presbyterian minister of Barlaston) c1633-1665 ... Calamy records in 1727 that Hall "had the 
Reputation of a very pious Person, and an excellent Preacher, as well as of a good Scholar; the latter of which is justif'd by 
some Manuscripts in the Hands of his Son ..." 


(1698) Richard Morton M.D. (presbyterian minister of Kinver) 1637-1698 ... "Item I give and bequeath unto my said son 
Richard Morton all my Books and manuscripts" 


(1695) John Nott M.A. (presbyterian minister of Sheriff Hales) 1625-1702 He bequeathed his manuscripts to his son-in-law 
Richard Mayo. 


K The cohort - death 


K1 Cause of death and illness 
The cause of death of five cohort men has been disovered ... George Cross died of the plague 
(in 1665); 
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John Reynolds died of "a Pleuritic Fever" (in 1683); Richard Swinfen died "seiz'd with a Dropsy" (in 
1691); Robert Wild died probably from apoplexy (in 1679) and Richard York died "of a 
consumption" (in 1666). 


K2 Age at death 

The age at death of 36 cohort members has been discovered. Their average age was 61.1 
years. The table below displays more detail for ministers occupying rectories, vicarages and 
parochial chapelries. 


Age at death 
N | Rang | Avera 
o fle ge 
3 |8 
Rectories 7 |5 |2 | 58.1 
1 13 |9 
Vicarages 4 |3 |O | 59.6 
1 13 |8 
Parochial Chapelries |5 |2 |3 | 63.9 
3 |3 |9 
Cohort 6 |2 |O | 61.1 


Five men died aged over 80 - and five others aged under 40. 


Age at death - men over 80 


William Grace V | 169 | 9 | Shenstone 
9 0 
George Long P | 171 | 8 | Newcastle 
C | 2 3 
Timothy Fox R | 171 | 8 | Drayton Bassett 
0 2 
Ralph Hall P | 168 | 8 | Maer 
C |5 1 
Richard Hilton P | 170 | 8 | West Bromwich 
C | 6 1 


Age at death - men under 40 


Noah Bryan R | 167 |3 | Stafford St Mary 
John Greensmith V i : Colwich 
Humphrey Waldron R 166 ; Broom 
Richard York V 166 3 Rushall 
Samuel Hall P ies 3 Barlaston 

c |5 2 


K3 Burial 

Burial might take place within a church - often in the chancel - or in its churchyard. Five men 
were (or probably were) buried within a church - see their monuments below. 

Three men in their wills requested burial in certain places but generally it is undiscovered if 
their wish was complied with - Chantry "in the church yard", Hall "in the chancel" and York "in [the] 
Churchyard ... amongst my Ancestors". 


(1665) Samuel Hall B.A. (presbyterian minister of Barlaston) c1633-1665 ... By that year Hall was living at 
Olton in Stone where he died, aged about 32, and was buried on 12 Apr 1665 (perhaps as requested in the 
chancel) at Stone 


(1666) Richard York (presbyterian minister of Rushall) c1633-1666... buried on 21 May 1666 at Shrewsbury St 
Chad perhaps as requested "in [the] Churchyard ... amongst my Ancestors". 


(1694) Richard Chantry B.A. (presbyterian minister of Weeford) c1631-1694 ... at Hartshorne, Derbys and was 
buried here (perhaps as requested in the church yard) 


K4 Gravestones and monuments 
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An inscribed gravestone or a nearby inscribed monument would probably have been erected 
on or near the grave of most” cohort men but, with the passage of time, most have now 
disappeared from view. 

Details of discovered memorials” are given (in date order) below. 


(1677) Henry Byard M.A. (presbyterian minister of Barton-under-Needwood) c1616-1677 ... He was apparently 
buried at Wistow, Yorks West Riding where an inscribed monument was erected. 


(1698) Thomas Badland B.A. (presbyterian minister of Willenhall) c1633-1698 ... Worcester St Martin: An 
inscribed monument was placed on the south wall of the south aisle which read: 


Under these seats lies interred the body of the Rev Mr Thomas Badland a faithful and profitable preacher of the Gospel in 
this city for 35 years. He rested from his labours, May 5 AD 1698 aetat 64 Mors mihi vita nova. 


(1698) Richard Morton M.D. (presbyterian minister of Kinver) 1637-1698 ... died aged 61, on 30 Aug 1698 and 
was buried on 7 Sep in the middle aisle of the nave at London Christchurch Newgate Street. The flag stone 
over him bears his arms and the following inscription: 


HSJ | Richardus Mortonus MD | Coll Med Lond Socius | Obiit xxx August salutis MDCXCVIII Anno aetatis LX" 


(1699) William Grace M.A. (compliant minister of Shenstone) ?1609-1699 ... His son Job erected a monument 
to his parents in the church (below). 


(Shenstone church, M.I. ) "[Greek quotation] Quod reliquum est Gulielmi Grace, A.M. | huiusque Ecclesie ritu Anglicano 
olim | vicarii, hic reconditur. | Juxta jacet Joanna Grace, praefati Gulielmi conjux unica. | E vivis excessit; illa anno | a Christo 
nato MDCLXVIIL, | etatis sue preeter propter LII; | Nonagenarius ille & ultra decessit | tandem et in fide Christi obdormivit, 
| VII idus Novembris, æræ Christianae MDCXCIX | J. Grace, ecclesize cathedralis Lichfield Thesaurarius, | eiudemque 
Gulielmi ex Joann filius, | hunc lapidem sepulchralem pariter ac inscriptum | in memoriam parentum posuit, sacravit." 


(1702) John Nott M.A. (presbyterian minister of Sheriff Hales) 1625-1702 ... was buried at Thame where a 
monument was placed in the church (below). 


RELIQUIAE | JOHANNIS NOTT: AM. | Collegij SS. Trinitatis Cantab. quondam Socij, | Verbi Divini Ministri, | Qui | Annum 
agens LXXVIII. | a Laboribus Requievit | Decemb: 20°. | MDCCII. | NEC: NON | ELIZABETHAE NOTT | Quae ejus, | Annos 
supra L. | Uxor | Mensesq; supra VIII. | Vidua, | in Christo [?ob]dormivit | Sept. 6. | MDCCIII. | Spe Beatae Resurrectionis. 


K5 Wills and administrations 

Most men made a will, often only a short period before their death, the terms of which would 
largely dictate the distribution of their estate following established rules. If a man died intestate 
(without making a will) other rules applied and an administration would follow. A man's estate 
consisted of his realty (real estate, immoveables, interest in land and buildings etc) and his 
personalty (personal estate, moveables, money and goods - personal and business). He might also 
both owe and be owed money. On his death assets might be valued and then distributed to 
qualifying parties who might be immediate or more distant relations but also business partners, 
creditors, mortgagees and others. 

From its inception in the early 16C the anglican church had jurisdiction over nearly all wills 
and administrations mostly through diocesan courts of probate. All of Staffordshire lay in the 
diocese of Lichfield except Clent and Rowley Regis which were in the diocese of Worcester. Most 
Staffordshire wills and administrations were then processed at Lichfield court of probate.” 
However a few wills and administrations were processed at the Prerogative Court of Canterbury 
(PCC). This court dealt mainly with the estates of the wealthier classes and those which lay in more 
than one diocese.” 

Wills made in an earlier period would often have a religious preamble (or prologue) in which 
the testator might grant his soul to god and request a christian interment perhaps in a named 
burial ground. He might devise realty and bequeath personalty. The testator had also to appoint 
one or more executors and might appoint overseers and trustees. On his death the executor took 
the will to a court of probate who would examine it and if it was found to be valid® would issue a 


76 The families of some of the poorer men may have been unable or unwilling to meet the expense. 
77 Some of these memorials may not now survive. 


78 at Lichfield there were also some "peculiar" or special courts such as the Peculiar Court of the Dean of Lichfield, the 
Court of the Dean and Chapter of Lichfield and the prebendal courts of Alrewas and Weeford; Colwich; Eccleshall; Hansacre 
and Armitage; High Offley and Flixton; Longdon; Prees otherwise Pipe Minor; Whittingtorn and Baswich. Also scattered 
across Staffordshire were three courts of royal peculiars at Penkridge, Tettenhall and Wolverhampton and two manorial 
courts at Burton-upon-Trent and Gnosall. 

13 Many of the wills probated at both Lichfield and Canterbury survive as originals or contemporary copies as does some 
associated documentation. 

8° In 1837 the Wills Act required, inter alia, that a testator be aged 21, that he and two witnesses sign the will all in the 
presence of each other, that the witnesses or their spouses could not be beneficiaries and that both realty and personalty 
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"grant of probate" to the executor (or executors) whose duty was then to distribute the estate 
according to the terms of the will. 

If a man died intestate his surviving relatives might apply to a court of probate for "letters of 
administration" of the estate. The distribution of his estate would then follow established legal rules 
and would likely descend to his living relatives with precedence to his wife, his children, his 
parents, his siblings (and their children), his grandparents, his aunts and uncles (and their children, 
i.e. his cousins). Thereafter his estate might devolve to the Crown. In cases where men had 
substantial debts administration might be granted to their creditors. 


Of the cohort of 47 record of 24 wills and one administration has been discovered - no record 
has been found of the other 22 men. Of the 24 wills 11 were proved under Lichfield, 10 under PCC 
and one each under Chester, Worcester and York. 

One cohort man is known to have died intestate. The administration of Edward Neville B.A. 
(rector of Standon) c1615-1672 was granted under Lichfield. 


K6 Inventories 

In order to obtain probate of a will or administration it was often required that an inventory 
be taken of a man's personalty (§K8) and also of debts owed to him and sometimes by him. It did 
not include realty (or real estate). Inventories were normally compiled by two or more men - 
generally styled appraisers - who would often be neighbours or relatives. Many inventories contains 
detailed lists of the contents of each room in a house including domestic and agricultural items. 

In the case of clergymen of particular interest are the details of their books (see §J3). 


K7 Wealth at death 

All clergymen were possessed of a personalty (a personal estate) and some were also 
possessed of a realty (a real estate). In some cases the value of realty might dwarf that of 
personalty. A detailed record of realty which included freehold land is seldom discovered whilst a 
detailed record of personalty (see §K8) is often given in a man's inventory. 

Four cohort men may have possessed estates of a value exceeding £1,000 - Richard Morton, 
John Reynolds, Robert Wild and Thomas Willesby (now see §K8). 


K8 Personalties 

Valuations of the 14 known personalties (or personal estates) of the cohort are given in the 
table below. These are taken from their inventories. Estimates of the personalty of four other men 
based on bequests in their PCC wills are also shown. 


Cohort personalties 

P | Talk-on-the- | Thom | Poole Lic 
C | Hill as £26/4/6 | h 

P | Weeford Richar | Chantr | £26/15/ | Lic 
C d y (0 h 

V | Rushall Richar | York £48/14/ | Lic 
d 10 h 

P | West Richar | Hilton Lic 
C | Bromwich d £51 h 

V | Mayfield Willia Rock Lic 
m £59/7/8 | h 

V | Hanbury Henry | Bee Lic | A 

£71/7/0 |h 

V | Audley Willia Overto | 181/18/ | Lic 
m n 8 h 

V | Sedgley Joseph | Ecclesh Lic 
all £235 h 

R | Drayton Timot | Fox £312/6/ | Lic 
Bassett hy 6 h 

P | Willenhall Thom | Badlan Wo 
C as d £753 r 

V | Wednesbury | Willia Fincher | £900 PC 
m C 

R | Tatenhill Robert | Wild £1000+ | PC 
C 

V | Wolverhamp | John Reynol | £2000+ | PC 
ton ds C 


could be disposed of. 
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P | Kinver Richar | Morton | £4000+ | PC 

C d C 

V | Wombourn Thoma | Willesby | £wealthy | PC 
s C 


K9 Charitable bequests and gifts 


Robert Wild D.D. (rector of Tatenhill) c1616-1679 [ODNB] B44 
In his will is mention of a bequest of "fifty pounds to my native Towne of St Ives ... for and to such 
uses .. in a writing". This writing or deed is said to have requested "a sermon to be preached 
annually on Whit Tuesday; as well as for six bibles, for which twelve natives were to cast lots upon 
the communion table with three dice in a sawcer on the said day. 


K10 Funeral sermons 
Some detail survives of the funeral sermons of three cohort men*?. 


Richard Chantry B.A. (presbyterian minister of Weeford) c1631-1694 
A funeral sermon was preached by a close friend Samuel Shaw (presbyterian minister of Long Whatton, Leics) 


c1635-1695. 


81 In 1693 Richard White B.D. preached a funeral sermon for Thomas Baldwin of Kidderminster, Worcs minister c1628-1693 
which was printed with his name (in error) as Thomas Badland QV. 
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Joseph Eccleshall B.A. (presbyterian minister of Sedgley) 1633-1692 
His funeral sermon was preached by Henry Oasland (presbyterian minister of Bewdley, Worcs) 1625-1703 on 
[Zechariah 1:5] "Your fathers, where are they ?...". 


John Nott M.A. (presbyterian minister of Sheriff Hales) 1625-1702 
His funeral sermon was preached by John Troughton (presbyterian minister of Bicester, Oxon) c1637-1681. 


L The cohort - marriage and children 


L1 Marriage 

Of the cohort 37 men (79%) are known to have married whilst 10 men (21%) are not known to 
have married. Age at first marriage varied between 21 and 56 with an average of 30.9 years. Seven 
men married a second time and one man married three times. 

The table below displays these figures for ministers of rectories, vicarages and parochial 
chapleries. It will be noted that ministers of rectories and vicarages (80/81%) were most likely to be 
married and were the youngest groups (31.4/28.3 years) on first marriage. Ministers of parochial 
chapelries (76%) were less likely to have married and were also the oldest group (32.8 years) on 
first marriage. 


Marriage 
me | unmarr | marrie | age at 1st m |m 
n ied d marriage 1 |2 
n N mi | ma 
no o |% o |% n x ave 
20 80 31. 
Rectories 10 2 |% 8 |% 21 | 52 4 2 0 
19 1 | 81 28. 
Vicarages 16 3 |% 3 | % 21 |31 3 3 1 
24 1 76 32 
Parochial Chapelries 21 5 |% 6 |% 23 | 56 8 2 1 
1 | 21 3 | 79 30. 
ALL 47 0 % 7 % 21 56 9 7 2 


L2 Children 

Of the 37 men known to have married five are not known to have had children. There were 
then 32 men known to have had children. The tables below show their discovered children. Because 
of the disruption caused by the intrusion and subsequent refusals to christen children in the 
anglican church the numbers of actual children are likely to have been much larger. Of the 150 
children 84 (56%) were boys whilst only 66 (44%) were girls suggesting that births of girls were 
under recorded.®?. 


Children 
Bo | Gir Averag 
Type & No ys is | All e 
Rectories 7 | 18 13 | 31 4.4 
1 
Vicarages 1 | 29 | 24 | 53 4.8 
1 
Parochial chapelries 4 | 37 29 | 66 4.7 
3 15 
All 2| 84 | 66| 0 4.7 
Children 
Type & No Family size 
1/2|/3/4|/5/6|7/8/9| 10 | 11 
Rectories 7 [1] 1) 2 2 1 
Vicarages 11 | 1/ 1/3] 2 1{1 1 1 


oe Historically it is said that at birth children are 51% boys and 49% girls or a ratio of 104:100. 
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Parochial chapelries 14 |2/2/1/3 4/11 
All 32 | 4| 4| 6| 5| 0| 3| 5| 1| 2|) 1 | 1 


The fathers of the four largest families were: 

(11) 
William Grace M.A. (compliant minister of Shenstone) ?1609-1699 ... married on 23 Jun 1635 at Newton Regis, 
Warwicks to Joan Wolley c1617-1669 dau of Thomas Wolley of Newton Regis/Newton in the Thistles, Warwicks 
"gentleman" c1587-1635 (and Joyce Purefoy dau of Francis Purefoy of Caldecote, Warwicks gentleman c1564- 
1613) by whom he probably had 8 sons and 3 daughters. 

(10) 
Timothy Fox (presbyterian minister of Drayton Bassett) 1628-1710 ... married first on 26 Aug 1650 at Drayton 
Bassett to Lettice Buckbery 1634-1665 dau of John Buckbery (rector of Drayton Bassett) 21594-1649 by whom 
he had 4 sons and 3 daughters. He married second about 1670 to Frances Richardson c1642-1712 dau of John 
Richardson and widow of Francis Ward (parochial curate of Ticknall, Derbys) c1638-?1667 by whom he had 1 
son and 2 daughters. 

(9) 


Richard Chantry B.A. (presbyterian minister of Weeford) c1631-1694 ... married about 1657 to Deborah by 
whom he had 9 children (perhaps 4 sons and 5 daus). 

John Nott M.A. (presbyterian minister of Sheriff Hales) 1625-1702 ... married on 26 Sep 1650 at 
Wolverhampton to Elizabeth Sparry 1621-1703 daughter of John Sparry of Old Swinford, Worcs by whom he 
had 4 sons and 5 daughters. 


N1672 Licences for buildings to be used as meeting-places (1672) 

Nationally details of licences to teach are given by Frank Bate in The Declaration of 
Indulgence ... (1908) and in G. Lyon Turner Original records of early nonconformity under 
persecution and indulgence (1911). Bate lists Staffordshire licences in two lists - teachers on pages 
xlviii-xlix and buildings on pages Ixxviii-lxxix. Turner lists all the Staffordshire licences in amongst 
the national licences on pages 195-623. The two lists do not agree in every particular sometimes 
perhaps because of poor handwriting in the originals. Doubtless mistakes will persist in this 
account too. Below are the lists given by Bates: 


STAFFORDSHIRE STAFFORDSHIRE 
1. House of Elizabeth Latham. Bet! ; t. Thomas Backwell ....... House of (Richard) Brown, Long- 
2. The Malthouse of Sir Samuel ‘Tavlor: Bovsball z — QOR -ossensnereeeee sesereene Presbyt. and Cong. 
3- House of William Tamlenson, Burton-on-Trent His house, Tatenhill ...........-...--..-/ Presbyt. 
2. Thomas Baldwin 


House of Roger Hickmane, I Ingodsell E 
House of r m Molt, King’s Bromley 
. Houses of John Lee, William Parks, and end 


C 
parish . Anabap. 


4- House of Edward Wilson, Cannock . t 

s. House of ihomas Browne, Copley .. 4. Richard Bell ............House of Edward Eves, George 

6. Houses of Thomas Strimshawe Fowler and Elizabeth Deale 
Perkins, Eagleshall (Eccleshall) .. .-Presbyt. (Deakin), of Walsall ............ no Presbyt. 

7- House of Thomas Smeedon, Falujld ......cercesersernrerrsereres Cong. g. John Blundell, of 

8. Houses of William Osborne and eee Heeley, Burton-on-Trent ....--Gemetal  -.--+....-.-s-erenerennrenneen 
Hanjds)worth 6. Edward Burry ............ House of 

9 

o 

1 


-His own house, Tamwort! 
House of Edward Harrison, Eagle- 


Paston, Kingswinford shall (Ecclesall) ..............<ces0-! 
12. House of Thomas Nabes, Leek a 9. Thomas Creese .........House of John Law (Low), West- 
13. Houses of Wry Jesson and Thomas ‘Minor, “Lichfield . bruomham (West Bromwich) ...Prestyt. 
14. House of Alice Nickins, Lichfield ..... 1o. ohn Eccleshall ......... His house, i ..Presbyt. 
15. House of Job Hathersick, Lichfield . alph Ecclesole ......... House of William Keels (Keeli 
10. House of John Barker, Lichficld Presbyt Darle{s}ton 
17- Houses of Christian Hood and Edward Brughton, 12. Thomas Edge, of 

IIL o vp nsnpoeecascvcassecece bas yconsancunccacsoon: svs Presbyt Balham r General 
18. House si George Pibus, Morton (Moorton or Moreton}... P Thomas Ford. ne a House wa Richard. "Clerke, “Burton 
19. House of William Beard, Newcastle . Taa ae ee on-Trent d ...Presbyt. 
20. House of Susanna Sond, Newcastle . 14. William Grace „House of Jobn | Panell, “Rugely — ....Presbyt. 


21. House of John Hayes, Northall pa: 
22. House of Koger Gukman, Oaken ........ 

23. House of Richard Mase, Okams (? Peo 
aq. House of Ithell Bates, Orton ...... 
25. Hous: of pa Hills, Over Markficld ........ 
ao. House of Edward Hand, Patsell (Patshull) 


1. Ebew ewhere described as Presbyterian. 
2. Also entered under Warwickshire. 
3 Aboentered under Cheshire. 


27. House of George Colborne, Rowley Regis 15. Richard Hilton West B ick (B ich Presbyt 
28. House of John Turton, Rowley ................. hiker e ene cpece es ramwick (Bromwich) ......... reabyt. 
29. House of William Russell, Rowley Regis ié. Richard Hinks -His house, Supton Cong. 


t7. Thomas Miles, of 


. House of Jane Mackin, Scabridge .......... ..Presbyt. : 

k House of aes h Smith, Sedgley : ea s "Presbyt. Lichfield -.-...-sssseres General 

32. Houses of Widow Frances So 18, William Osborne, 
Moot, Stafford  ..ecessecse Presbyt. of Han(djsworth ...,.. General 

33- House of Jane Machin, Stoke .... E EA E E Presbyt. 19. Henry Osland! «Oaken 

34- House of John Oakes, Thornilane ....... pr eae: 20. Thomas Sillits House of Samuel Sillits, Audley 

35- House of Ellinor Hopkins, Wedenbury (Wednesbury) „Cong. k 4 PEER = his siivcsnadb orn duanaubssnunarers Anabap. 

7 Houses of John Smith and Joshua caspi 21. Richard Swinson ......His house, Burton . ERN 
Wedenbury (Wednesbury) .......-.sunssnroesierrssorene pee 22. Richard Swintin .........House of William Palmer, r- 

37. House of Richard Fisher, Westbomwich ..... ...Presbyt. (ae PONE A PAENNEEN Presbyt. 
38. House of Samuel Hollow, Weston-on-Trent, Derby- 23. William Turton ......... House of Joseph Wade, Stafford . .Presbyt. 
Shire (Staffordshire) .......-...-.0---erscseressrorerssreresernarranre Presbyt House of William Keeling, Darleston, 

39- Houses of ohn Russell, Edmund Sheldon, 
Barbary Hincks and Thomas Archer, Wolverhampton ...Presbyt. 


Staffordshire licences for buildings to be used as meeting-places 


G = General {No house specified} ... H = House of ... 


C = Congregational ... P = Presbyterian ... 


OH = His own house ... A = Anabaptist ... B = Baptist ... 
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1 Thomas Backwell ... H ... [Richard] Brown, Longdon ... P & C [&] ... OH... Tatenhill ... P 

2 Thomas Baldwin... G ... Rowley... P 

3 Thomas Beech ... H ... John Cotrocke, Audley parish ... A [Turner (1911) has baptist] 

4 Richard Bell ... H ... Edward Eves... P [&] ... George Fowler and ... P [&] ... Elizabeth Deale [Deakin], of 
Walsall ... P 

5 John Blundell... G ... Burton-on-Trent ... B 

6 Edward Burry ... H ... William Smallwood, Ronton Town ... P 

7 Thomas Buxton... OH ... Tamworth ... C 

8 Joseph Cope ... H ... Edward Harrison, Eagleshall [Ecclesall] ... P 

9 Thomas Creese ... H ... John Law [Low], Westbruomhm [West Bromwich] ... P 

10 John Eccleshal /recte Joseph Eccleshall] ... OH... Sedgley parish ... P 

11 Ralph Ecclesole [Prob.a clerical error in the original for Joseph Eccleshall] ... H ... William Keels [Keeling], 
Darle[s]ton ... P 

12 Thomas Edge... G ... Balham ... P 

13 Thomas Ford ... H ... Richard Clerke, Burton-on-Trent ... P 

14 William Grace ... H ... John Panell, Rugely ... P 

15 Richard Hilton ... - ... West Bramwick [Bromwich] ... P 

16 Richard Hinks... OH ["licensed for Congregational worship"]... Supton [intending Tipton] ... C 
17 Thomas Miles... G ... Lichfield... P 

18 William Osborne... G ... Han[d]sworth ... P 

19 Henry Osland... - ... Oaken ... P 

20 Thomas Sillits ... H ... Samuel Sillits, Audley parish ... A [Turner (1911) has baptist] 

21 Richard Swinson [intending Swinfen] ... OH... Burton ... P 

22 Richard Swintin [intending Swinfen] ... H ... William Palmer, Fish[e]r[wlick ... P 

23 William Turton ... H ... Joseph Wade, Stafford ... P [&]... H ... William Keeling, Darleston ... P 


Sixty-three houses have been discovered that were licensed as meeting-places. Of these five 
were the homes of licensed teachers. 

A quick search of the hearth tax records (circa 1665) has tentatively identified 31 of these 
houses. The houses licensed had an average of 4.2 hearths. Presbyterian meeting-places were 
generally larger (4.7 hearths) than those of the congregationalists (2.6 hearths). 


1672 houses licensed as meeting-places 


Teache Hearths (1665) 
ll rs 
Kno Ran Avera 
wn e ge 
Presbyterian 4 3 21/1); 1 4.7 


Presbyterian 
& Congregationalist 


Congregationalist 


Baptist 
not known 
Total 


Thoma | Skryms Eccleshall P| 1 Joseph | Smith Sedgley P n 
s her 1 f 
Edwar | Brought Longdon P| 9 Joseph | Wade Stafford P n 
Thoma Minors Lichfield P| 9 Margar | Perkins Eccleshall P f 
wilis Jesson Lichfield P| 7 nich Swinfen | T | Barton-under-Needwood P f 
Edwar Wilson Cannock P| 6 Susann | Sonde Newcastle P f 
john Lowe West Bromwich P| 6 Thoma Bakewe | T | Tatenhill P : 
Edwar | Paston Kingswinford P| 5 Thoma Archer Wolverhampton P f 
john Barker Lichfield P| 5 william Palmer Lichfield (Fisherwick) P f 
Richar | Clarke Burton-upon-Trent P|5 Roger Hickma Codsall (Oaken) P/ 5 
Fava Eames Walsall P| 4 George CET Rowley Regis P r 
e 
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Richar | Brown Longdon P| 4 Thoma | Buxton T | Tamworth Cc 4 
d s 
Thoma | Nabbs Leek P| 4 Richar Hincks T | Tipton C 4 
s d 
Willia Keeling Darlaston P| 4 Eleano | Hopkins Wednesbury C 4 
m r 
Edmun | Sheldon Wolverhampton P| 3 Thoma | Browne Pattingham (Copley) C 3 
d s 
Edwar Harrison Eccleshall P| 3 Richar Moss Codsall (Oaken) C i 
d d 
Willia Osborne | T | Handsworth P| 3 John Oaks Newborough (Thorney C 1 
m Lanes) 
Willia Beard Newcastle P| 3 Edwar Hand Patshull C 1 
m d 
Elizabe | Latham Betley P| 2 Thoma | Smeede Hanbury (Fauld) C n 
th s n f 
Richar | Fisher West Bromwich P| 2 George | Pibus Marchington C n 
d f 
Willia Smallwo Ranton P| 2 Ithiel Bate Wombourne (Orton) C n 
m od f 
Willia Parks Kingswinford P| 1 John Cotrock Audley B 4 
m e 
Alice Nickins Lichfield P|n Samue | Sillito Audley B n 
f | f 
Christi | Hood Longdon Pjon William | Tomlins Burton-upon-Trent B n 
an f on f 
Eleano | Mott Stafford Pjon John Turton Rowley Regis nk | 3 
r f 
Elizabe | Deale Walsall P|n William | Heeley Handsworth nk | n 
th f f 
France | Sonde Stafford P|n Widow | Mott Kings Bromley nk |n 
s f f 
Georg Fowler Walsall P|n Job Hathers Lichfield nk | n 
e f ick f 
Jane Machin Stoke-upon-Trent P|n William | Russell Rowley Regis nk | n 
(Seabridge) f f 
John Lee Kingswinford P|n Joshua | Granger Wednesbury nk | n 
f f 
John Hills Mayfield (Over Mayfield) P|n John Smith Wednesbury nk | n 
f f 
John Panell Rugeley P|n Barber | Hincks Wolverhampton nk |n 
f y f 
John Russell Wolverhampton P|n 
f 


Congregational licences - probably issued in error. 

Thomas Bakewell's licence (10 May 1672) as a congregational teacher at the houses of 
Edward Broughton and Richard Brown in Longdon and the congregational licence (25 May 1672) 
for Brown's house were apparently issued by mistake. Turner (1914) p427 writes: 


Of the nine [licenses] for which he had applied, but which he did not then receive, the story is a very various one. One for 
Thomas Bakewell had been issued more than a fortnight before — viz., on May 13 [E111], in response to an application put 
in on the 1oth by a Mr. Richards, only he is there described as a Presbyterian; while a second, evidently in response to 
Owen's application, was issued for him as a Congregational ist on May 25th [E211], and had been probably taken away 
already by some one else. Exactly the same thing had happened with the licence for Richard Brown's house. A Presbyterian 
licence had been applied for May 1oth [221 (80)], and granted May 13 [E111]; and a Congregational, applied for by W. Owen 
[321 (327)], had been issued May 25th [E211], and taken away before he went to Whitehall the second time. In the case of 
Edward Broughton's house, Colonel Blood had applied for it as a Presbyterian meeting-place, and it had been issued May 
16th [E121]. But to Owen's further application that it might be licensed for Congregationalists there was no response. 


Lichfield houses 

In his will dated 3 Jul 1677 Thomas Minors of Lichfield mercer 1609-1677 appointed several 
trustees for a school he had built in Lichfield. They included (his brother-in-law) William Jesson of 
Lichfield gentleman c1620-1686 and a fellow Lichfield mercer John Barker (? c1641-p1704). The 
Lichfield houses of Minors (9 hearths), Jesson (7 hearths)and Barker (5 hearths) were all licensed 
as presbyterian meeting-places in 1672. 

Minors also mentions a number of presbyterian ministers of whom John Butler, William Grace, 
Thomas Bakewell, Richard Swinfen and Richard Chantry were cohort members: 


unto Lilly Butler clerke sonne of my late much honoured Friend Mr John John[sic] Butler of Lichfield deceased ... Doctor 
Obadyas Grew of Coventry £10 ... Mr William Grace senior of Shenston £10 ... And to Mr Thomas Bakewell of Langdon 
clerke sometimes Minister att Burton upon Trent the summe of Tenn pounds And to Mr [blank] Ford (who was formerly 
imprisoned together with the said Mr Bakewell of Stafford[sic]) the summe of Tenn pounds. Mr Richard Swynfen now of 
Barton under Needwood £10 ... Mr Richard Chauntry formerly of Weeford now of Smithsby £10 ... 


N1672.2 Householders of meeting-places (1672) 
The notes that follow are only intended as a general guide. 


Thomas Archer; Wolverhampton; P; not found 
Joseph Archer 
chn: Thomas Archer c 29 Jun 1637 Wolverhampton; [? i 
22 Feb 1707.8 Wolverhampton] 
Abraham Archer c 9 Nov 1640 Wolverhampton 
Ann Archer c 14 Apr 1644 Wolverhampton 


Thomas Bakewell; Tatenhill; P; not found 


John Barker; Lichfield; P 
John Barker of Lichfield mercer c1641-p1704 
m1 Elizabeth ----- ; 1 as wife of Mr John 29 Apr 1681 
Lichfield St Mary 
[m ? 8 May 1665 Darlaston: Elizabeth Dicken dau of 

Christopher Dicken of Walsall mercer c1617-1682] 
m2 (by licence, 23 Sep 1682) Joan ----- ; m1 ----- Gargell; i 
as wife of Mr John 8 Nov 1704 Lichfield St Mary 
chn: Thomas Barker c 1669 Lichfield St Mary 

Mary Barker c 29 May 1672 Lichfield St Mary: m 
25 Sep 1698 Lichfield St Mary: Isaac Chamberlin 

William Barker c 1674 Lichfield St Mary 

Joseph Barker c1675 Lichfield St Mary 

Sarah Barker c 1677 Lichfield St Mary 
(“Mr John Barker”, 5 hearths, Lichfield Sadlers Street 
area) ?1668 HT [SHC 1936 150] 
(Warden of Conduit Lands) 1669 [SHC 1936 150] 
(“Mercer” trustee for school) 3 Jul 1677 [will of Thomas 
Minors] 
(23 Sep 1682) John Barker of Litchfield mercer widr abt 
41 & Joanna Gargell of Claverlie Salop wide abt 42 
alleged by James Deane of All Hallows, Bread Street, Lon 
grocer; at Alrewas, co. Salop [sic] 
(22 Sep 1698) Release between Isaac Chamberlin the 
elder of Stafford, tanner, Isaac Chamberlin the younger of 
Walsall, co Staffs, currier, his son and Alice Chamberlin 
of Uttoxeter, co Staffs, widow, John Barker of Lichfield, 
mercer and Mary Baker of Lichfield, spinster, daughter of 
John Barker, Henry Walker of Stafford, gent and John 
Parker of Lichfield, apothecary, in consideration of a 
marriage to be made between Isaac Chamberlin the 
younger and Mary Barker and of £100, of two dwelling 
houses in Uttoxeter in the high Street, with a croft 
adjoining, and land called Teane Close, Bothams Close 
and the Well Croft [Derbyshire RO D157/MT/2252] 
Thomas Barker of Lichfield 
chn: John Barker c 27 Feb 1611.2 Lichfield St Mary 


Ithiel Bate; Wombourne (Orton); C; not found 
Ithiel Bate. He had a daughter Hester christened here in 
1670. Mary and William Bate were both assessed on 3 
hearths at Orton in 1665. 


William Beard; Newcastle; P 

William Beard was assessed on 3 hearths at Newcastle in 
1665. William Beard had four children christened here 
between 1667 (when married to Elizabeth) and 1677. 


Edward Broughton; Longdon; P 

Edward Broughton of Longdon esquire c1610-1675 was 
assessed on 9 hearths at Longdon in 1665. He had been a 
member of the Staffordshire parliamentary committee. 
[see SLG] 


Richard Brown; Longdon; P 
Richard Browne was assessed on 4 hearths at Longdon in 
1665. 


Thomas Browne; Copley (in Pattingham); C; not 
found 

Thomas Browne was assessed on 3 hearths at Pattingham 
in 1665. 


Thomas Buxton; Tamworth; C 


Thomas Buxton was assessed on 4 hearths at Tamworth 
in 1665. 


Richard Clarke; Burton-upon-Trent; P 

Richard Clarke was assessed on 5 hearths at Burton- 
upon-Trent in 1665. Richard Clarke and his wife 
Catherine (perhaps Catherine Smart who married 31 Dec 
1660 at Ashby-de-la-Zouch, Leics) had five children 
christened at Burton-upon-Trent between 1665 and 1674. 


George Colborne; Rowley Regis; C/P; not found 

He might be the George Colborne christened here in 
1642 as son of John Colborne. John Colborne senior was 
assessed on 1 hearth at Rowley Regis in 1665. In 1669 
George Colborne married Hannah Rossen and they had 
two children christened here in 1672 and 1684. 


John Cotrocke; Audley; B 

John Catherocke was assessed on 4 hearths at Halmer- 
end in Audley in 1665. 

(1733, Richard Parrott writes) The next house in 
Halmerend Lane was long enjoyed by one Cadderick, a 
preaching Anabaptist. After his and his wifes decease it 
fell to one Richard Lovat of Checkley in Cheshire. He had 
noe issue when he dyed but left it to a doughter of one 
Thomas Dales of Penkhull, if she marryed a Lovat (Dales 
wife was Lovats sister). One Lovat, a stocking weaver not 
far from Ashby de la Zouch in Lestershire, hearing of this, 
made court to Dales doughter and marryed her, and now 
enjoys that esstate [SHC 1944 23]. 


Elizabeth Deale; Walsall; P; not found 
Thomas Deakin was assessed on 5 hearths at Walsall in 
1665. 


Edward Eames; Walsall; P 

Edward Eaves was assessed on 4 hearths at Walsall in 
1665. Another man of this name and his wife Jane had a 
child christened here in 1690. 


Richard Fisher; West Bromwich; P 

Richard Fisher was assessed on 2 hearths at West 
Bromwich in 1665. A man of this name had two children 
christened here in 1677 and 1681. 


George Fowler; Walsall; P 

Not found. George Fowler. By will dated 30th June 1699 
he bequeathed a a close of land ... for "the teaching and 
instructing of poor children of the town of Walsall" 
[Griffith (1860) 376]. Another George Fowler (probably 
son of Simon Fowler and christened at Cheadle in 1676) 
and his wife Elizabeth (perhaps Elizabeth Gibbons 
married 1700 at Sedgley) had four children christened 
here between 1701 and 1707. 


Joshua Granger; Wednesbury; not known; not found 


Edward Hand; Patshull; C 

Edward Hand was assessed on one hearth at Patshull in 
1665. Edward Hand and his wife Margaret had a child 
christened here in 1687. 


Edward Harrison; Eccleshall; P 

Edward Harrison was assessed on 3 hearths at Wootton 
in Eccleshall in 1665. Edward Harrison (who may have 
married 1656 at Eccleshall to Ann Wilcox) had two 
children christened at Eccleshall in 1658 and 1664. 


Job Hathersick; Lichfield; not known; not found 


William Heeley; Handsworth; not known; not found 
(Fillongley, Warwicks; 17 Nov 1677) Settlement on the 
marriage of Thomas Austin of Fillongley, nailer, and Anne 
his wife, being a conveyance from the said Thomas Austin 


to Thomas Heeley of Handsworth, co. Staffs., tailor, and 
Henry Reynolds of the same, yeoman, of a messuage 
called Breamers [in Fillongley] and five closes; to hold to 
the use of the said Thomas Austin and Anne his wife, with 
remainder to their heirs. [Shakespeare Centre Library 
and Archive DR 18/1/400] 


Roger Hickman; Codsall (Oaken); P/C 

Roger Hickman of Oaken in Codsall "gentleman" 1620- 
1672 was a lieutenant in the parliamentary army. He was 
assessed on 5 hearths at Oaken in 1665. His grandson 
had a grant of arms in 1708. [see SLG] 


John Hills; Mayfield (Over Mayfield); P; not found 
John Hill of Mayfield yeoman c1643-.... was perhaps son 
of Thomas Hill senior and brother of Thomas Hill junior 
who (listed consecutively) were assessed on 4 and 2 
hearths at Mayfield in 1665. He may be that John Hill 
who was the father of two London goldsmiths and (with 
his wife Mary) had two children christened here in 1679 
and 1684. [see SLG] 


Barbery Hincks; Wolverhampton; not known; not 
found 

Barbara Baker married in 1639 at Tettenhall to Thomas 
Hincks perhaps the man of this name who was assessed 
on one hearth at Wolverhampton in 1665. 


Richard Hincks; Tipton; C 
Richard Hincks was assessed on 4 hearths at Tipton in 
1665. 


Christian Hood; Longdon; P 

Christian Hood c1633-1713 might be the widow of 
Thomas Hudd who was assessed on 2 hearths at Longdon 
in 1665. Sarah daughter of Thomas Hood was christened 
here in 1664. [(Swithland, Leics) "Here lies the body of 
Christian Hood, of Longdon in Staffordshire; who 
departed this life, at Mountsorrel, the 27th Nov. 1713, 
aged 80."] [Internet] 


Eleanor Hopkins; Wednesbury; C 
"Elnor Hopkins, vidua" was assessed on 4 hearths at 
Wednesbury in 1665. 


William Jesson; Lichfield; P 
William Jesson of Lichfield gentleman c1620-p1686 was 
assessed on 7 hearths in the Sadlers Street area of 
Lichfield about 1668. He had two childen christened at 
Lichfield St Mary in 1656 and 1662. He was brother-in- 
law of Thomas Minors (below). His will was proved at the 
PCC in 1686. [see SLG] [VCH LICHFIELD, below] 
ree Jesson c1590- 
chn: William Jesson below 

Thomas Jesson 

James Jesson [? m 25 Oct 1665 Coventry: Mary 
Smith] 

Dorothy Jesson m (as his 2nd wife) Thomas Minors 
of Lichfield mercer 1609-1677 SLG 

[?] Ann Jesson m 29 Dec 1623 Lichfield St Mary: 
John Burton 

[?] ----- Jesson m Hobson 

[?] ----- Jesson m Smith 

Alice 
William Jesson of Lichfield gentleman c1620-1686 


(in dozener's list) 1650 

(Sheriff, Lichfield) 1652 

(Junior Bailiff, Lichfield) 1654 

(Trustee, Conduit Lands) 1666 

(as gentleman, 7 hearths, Sadlers Street (incl. Market 

Street), Lichfield St Mary) 1666 HT 

(his house at Lichfield licensed for presbyterian worship) 

1672 

(made a gift to Lichfield Minor's English School) [will] 

Will (PCC) 15 Mar 1685.6/23 Aug 1686 

chn: Mary Jesson c 8 Jun 1656 Lichfield St Mary 
William Jesson c 26 Apr 1662 Lichfield St Mary 

below 


[?] Ann Jesson m 22 Jun 1685 Lichfield Cathdral: 
Robert Burton 

Elizabeth Jesson m Edward Hill 
(15 Mar 1685.6) William Jesson of Lichfield gent. ... sonne 
in law Mr Edward Hill ... dau Mrs Elizabeth Hill ... my 
houses in the Citty of Coventry .... grandchild Elizabeth 
Hill ... grandchild Anne Hill ... grandchild Mary Hill ... 
brother Mr Thomas Jesson ... his sonne and my cosen 
Thomas J. ... Cosen Anne J. ... Cosen Mary J. ... brother Mr 
James Jesson ... his two sonnes ... sister Hobson ...Cosen 
Hobson and his wife ... sister Alice Jesson ... sister 
Smith ... free schoole of Mr Thomas Minors deceased 
twenty shillings yearly ... son William J. ... cosen Mr Ralph 
Minors and Mr John Baxter ... cosen Mrs Sarah Burnes 
and her children ... cosen Elizabeth Moise and her 
children ... son William [executor] [property in Stow 
Lichfield] 


William Keeling; Darlaston; P 

William Keeling was assessed on 4 hearths at Darlaston 
in 1665. William Keeling and his wife Sarah had two 
children christened at Darlaston between 1663 and 1667. 


Elizabeth Latham; Betley; P 

Widow Latham was assessed on 2 hearths at Betley in 
1665. Two men of the name Robert Latham were also 
assessed here on 3 and 2 hearths. 


John Lee; Kingswinford; P; not found 


John Lowe; West Bromwich; P 

John Lowe was assessed on 6 hearths at West Bromwich 
in 1665. He and his wife Priscilla (probably Priscilla 
Robins married 1655 at West Bromwich) had two children 
christened here in 1656 and 1658. 

When Richard Hilton was ejected from the curacy of West 
Bromwich in 1662 some of his parishioners also left the 
Established Church. Hilton, however, went to Prestwood 
in Kingswinford for a time as chaplain to Philip Foley, and 
it was Thomas Badland, the ejected curate of Willenhall, 
who was minister at West Bromwich until he moved to 
Worcester in 1663. At that time the lord of the manor, 
John Shelton, was a Presbyterian. In 1667 Richard Fisher 
and his son and Henry Free and his son, all of West 
Bromwich, were in trouble for attending a suspect 
sermon at Oldbury chapel. The Fishers at least were 
probably Presbyterians, for in 1672 the house of a 
Richard Fisher at West Bromwich was licensed for 
Presbyterian worship. In the same year Thomas Creese 
and Richard Hilton, both described as Presbyterians, 
were licensed as 'teachers', the former in the house of 
John Lowe. In 1693 Lowe's house at Lyndon and the 
houses of Thomas Jesson (probably Oakwood), William 
Turton of Hateley Heath, and Bayly Brett were licensed 
for nonconformist worship and were presumably 
Presbyterian centres. Hilton, who lived at Walsall, was 
minister of the Presbyterian congregation in 1690 and 
may have so continued until his death in 1706. In 1699 
John Lowe of West Bromwich left 50s. a year for the 
maintenance of the two fortnightly sermons then 
preached in West Bromwich by dissenting ministers. By 
then there was apparently a chapel at Finchpath: in 1696 
a building there which had recently been repaired and 
which was called the new chapel was leased by the 
Jessons to Moses Bird. In 1702 a weaver's child was 
baptized 'by a Presbyterian minister at St. Margaret's 
Chapel alias a barn' in West Bromwich. [VCH XVII 67] 


Jane Machin; Stoke-upon-Trent (Seabridge); P; not 
found 

Jane Machin. In VCH she is called a widow. No record has 
been found of this woman. John Machin was assessed on 
2 hearths at Seabridge in 1665. Two men of this name 
with wives Margaret and Mary had children christened at 
Stoke-upon-Trent between 1659 and 1666. 


Thomas Minors; Lichfield; P 
Thomas Minors of Lichfield mercer 1609-1677 
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Minors, born on 26 Oct 1609, was a son of Robert Minors 
of Uttoxeter gentleman c1586-.... and Gertrude Hurt 
daughter of Edmund Hurt of Marchington c1535-?1610. 
He was Sheriff of Lichfield 1642-3, Junior Bailiff of 
Lichfield 1648-9 and aJ.P. for Staffordshire 1653-60. On 
28 Aug 1654 he was appointed an Assistant 
Commissioner for the ejection of scandalous ministers in 
Staffordshire. He was M.P. for Lichfield 1654-5 1656-8 
1659 and 27 Jun 1660 and Senior Bailiff of Lichfield 1657- 
8. On 30 Mar 1663 he certified the heraldic visitation. 
About 1668 he was assessed on 9 hearths at Sadlers 
Street (incl. Market Street), Lichfield St Mary. In 1670 he 
founded Minors's English School at the corner of Bore 
Street and St John Street in Lichfield. His house at 
Lichfield was licensed for presbyterian worship in Jun 
1672. Minors died, aged 68, in Sep 1677 and was buried 
on 30 Sep at Lichfield St Mary. His will written on 3 Jul 
1677 was proved under PCC on 12 Oct 1667. Minors 
married first to Sarah Burnes (d 1667) dau of John Burnes 
of Aldershaw in Lichfield mercer c1585-.... by whom he 
had 1 son. He married second to Dorothy Jesson (sister of 
William Jesson of Lichfield c1610-p1686) (no known 
children). In his will Minors mentions five Staffordshire 
ministers Thomas Bakewell, John Butler, Richard 
Chantry, William Grace and Richard Swinfen (see below). 
(3 Jul 1677) Thomas Minors of the Citty of Lichfield 
gentleman ... [land] late in the tenure of Mrs Margaret 
Rixam widdow ... unto Lilly Butler clerke sonne of my late 
much honoured Friend Mr John John[sic] Butler of 
Lichfield deceased ... one messuage in Edyall neare 
Lichfield ... Doctor Obadyas Grew of Coventry £10 ... Mr 
William Grace senior of Shenston £10 ... And to Mr 
Thomas Bakewell of Langdon clerke sometimes Minister 
att Burton upon Trent the summe of Tenn pounds And to 
Mr [blank] Ford (who was formerly imprisoned together 
with the said Mr Bakewell of Stafford[sic]) the summe of 
Tenn pounds. Mr Richard Swynfen now of Barton under 
Needwood £10 ... Mr Richard Chauntry formerly of 
Weeford now of Smithsby £10 ... Mrs Elizabeth Butler 
heretofore of of Lichfield now of north=hill in the county 
of Bedford widow £20 ... [blank] widdow of Mr Jospeh 
Cooper late of Moseley £10 ... Mr George Wright now or 
late of Moseley £10 ... John Swynfen of Swynfen esquire 
Zachary Babington of Whittington esquire Henry Stone of 
Walsall esquire John Turton of Alrewas esquire William 
Jesson of Lichfield his brother in law his cousin Ralph 
Minors and John Barker of Lichfield mercer ... feoffees in 
trust [a certain house which he had built for a 
schoolhouse wherein may be taught thirty poor boys and 
certain lands and rent charges to endow the same] [Will 
(PCC) 3 Jul 1677/12 Oct 1677] 

Thomas Minors (d. 1677), a mercer who was M.P. for 
Lichfield 1654-60 and a prominent member of the 
corporation at that time, was also a leading Presbyterian. 
Among his proteges were John Butler, minister at St. 
Chad's in 1651 and minister at St. Mary's by 1656, and 
Thomas Miles, Butler's successor at St. Chad's. Both 
Butler and Miles were ejected in 1662, and Miles 
evidently formed a Presbyterian congregation, holding 
services in a Curborough farmhouse; some 40 people 
presented for non-attendance at St. Chad's in 1665 were 
possibly members of that meeting. Miles was licensed as 
a Presbyterian teacher in 1672, but nothing further is 
known of him. The Presbyterians remained powerful in 
the city after the Restoration. Bishop Hacket complained 
that 'the Presbyterians of the city do what they list, come 
not to the holy communion, baptize in hugger-mugger, 
are presented for their faults but no order taken with 
them', and Dean Wood allotted prominent seats in the 
cathedral to Thomas Minors and his brother-in-law 
William Jesson. Presbyterian influence extended in 1667 
to the election as M.P. of Richard Dyott, who Hacket 
believed was completely under their control. In July 1669 
Minors and Jesson were summoned before the Privy 
Council for holding a conventicle in Minors's house. They 
moved the meeting to a farmhouse at Elmhurst, where a 
conventicle later the same month lasted most of the day. 
According to Hacket it was attended by some 80 people, 
of whom the ringleader was a Lichfield carrier named 


James Rixam (or Rixom), a man 'no way fit for that trust, 
being a transcendent schismatic'. Minors and Jesson 
subsequently appeared before the Council but were 
discharged. Five houses in Lichfield were licensed for 
Presbyterian worship in 1672; they included Minors's 
house and that of John Barker, another mercer who was 
later one of the trustees of the English school in Bore 
Street established under Minors's will. [VCH XIV] 


Richard Moss; Codsall (Oaken); C 
Richard Mosse was assessed on 1 hearth at Oaken in 
1665. 


Eleanor Mott; Stafford; P; not found 
Eleanor Mott is doubtless the widow of John Mott 
(presbyterian minister of Kings Bromley) e1623-1671 


Widow Mott; Kings Bromley; nk 
Widow Mott is doubtless the widow of John Mott 
(presbyterian minister of Kings Bromley) e1623-1671 


Thomas Nabbs; Leek; P 

"Mr Nabs" was assessed on 4 hearths at Heaton in Leek 
in 1665. Thomas Nab and his wife Ann had a child John 
christened at Leek on 4 Mar 1634. 


Alice Nickins; Lichfield; P 
Not found. Michael Nickins was assessed on one hearth 
in the Sadlers Street area of Lichfield about 1668. 


John Oaks; Newborough (Thorney Lanes); C 
John Oakes was assessed on 1 hearth at Oaken in 1665. 


William Osborne; Handsworth; P 
William Osborne was assessed on 3 hearths at 
Handsworth in 1665. 


William Palmer; Lichfield (Fisherwick); P; not found 
(Possibly) William Palmer of Ladbroke, Warwicks 
gentleman c1635-1720 whose 2nd wife was Mary 
Skrymsher 3rd dau of John Skrymsher (of Norbury, 
Staffs) gentleman c1630-a1667. [see SLG] 

Sir John Skeffington, who succeeded to Fisherwick manor 
in 1652 and died in 1695, was described in the early 
1660s as 'a rigid Presbyterian ... his whole alliance 
Presbyterian’. In 1672 the house of William Palmer of 
Fisherwick was licensed for Presbyterian teaching, and in 
1693 Fisherwick Hall was included in a list of houses 
licensed for dissenting worship. Robert Travers, the 
Presbyterian minister for the Lichfield area, baptized a 
child at Fisherwick in 1701. [VCH] 


John Panell; Rugeley; P; not found 

He is probably the son of John Pennell christened here in 
1639. He also may have had a son John christened here in 
1666. 


William Parks; Kingswinford; P 
William Parkes was assessed on 1 hearth at Kingswinford 
in 1665. 


Edward Paston; Kingswinford; P 

Edward Paston c1619-1697 was the ejected minister of 
Halesowen, Worcs. He was assessed on 5 hearths at 
Kingswinford in 1665. His brother Nicholas Paston 
c1599-1699 was rector & minister of Kingswinford 1626- 
1669. Edward Paston is noticed by Calamy. [see SCD] 
(1661) I William Maunsell of Cradley in the County of 
Worcester, yeoman, .... And I due also ordayne and desire 
my trusty and lovinge friends Mr Edward Paston of 
Kingswinford in the county of Stafford and Richard 
Parkes of Cackmore in the parish of Halesowen and 
county of Saloppe yeoman to be overseers of this my last 
will. [Internet] 


Margaret Perkins; Eccleshall; P; not found 


George Pibus; Marchington; C; not found 
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George Pybuch was assessed on one hearth at Draycott- 
in-the-Clay in Hanbury in 1665. Robert Pibus had two 
children "Bothbeus" (?Boothby) and Ann christened at 
Marchington in 1617 and 1620. 


John Russell; Wolverhampton; P; not found 

John Russell had five children christened here between 
1650 and 1658. One "Widow Russell" was assessed on 4 
hearths at Wolverhampton in 1665. "Mr John Russell" was 
buried here in 1711. 


William Russell; Rowley Regis; not known; not 
found 

"Mrs Russell and her sonne" were assessed on 6 hearths 
at Rowley Regis in 1665. They are listed immediately 
after John Turton senior and junior (see next). William 
Russell might be the son of John Russell christened here 
in 1614, he or a namesake had children christened here 
in the period 1640-1654. 

(17 Jun 1672) Title Exchange between Thomas Grove and 
William Russell, of lands in the North Field at Rowley 
Regis, Staffordshire. Description Indenture of exchange 
between Thomas Grove of Rowley Regis, Staffordshire, 
gent, and William Russell of Rowley Regis, ironmonger, 
whereby Grove conveys to Russell a parcel of ground 
containing half an acre in the North Field in Rowley 
Regis, in exchange for another parcel of ground 
containing half an acre in the same field, in consideration 
of 20 shillings received by Grove from Russell. 
[Warwickshire Record Office CR2981/2/3/176] 


Edmund Sheldon; Wolverhampton; P 

Edward Sheldon c1606-1681. He had three children 
christened here between 1636 and 1640 and as "Mr." was 
assessed on 3 hearths at Wolverhampton in 1665. "Joan 
wife of Mr Edward Sheldon" was buried here in 1675. 
"Mr Edward Sheldon" was also buried here in 1681. 


Samuel Sillito; Audley; B; not found 

Mary Sillitoe, vidua was assessed on 1 hearth at Audley in 
1665, Thomas Sillitoe 1 hearth at Audley, John Sillitoe 1 
hearth at Bignall End in Audley. 

(1733, Richard Parrott writes) There is an esstate called 
The Hollens. It formerly belonged to one Mr. Bloor. The 
last Bloor had one onely doughter, and one Thomas 
Silletoe, a naler, stole her and marryed her, soe came into 
the possesson of the esstate. He marryed her about 120 
years since. He had one son called Sammuel. Thomas the 
father was an Annabaptist preacher. Sammuel the son 
worshiped that way. He marryed and had 2 sons. They 
both dyed before him. He sould the esstate about 30 or 
40 years since to Mr. John Cradocke who then lived at 
Moss House. He gave the Hollens esstate to his son, late 
Mr. John Cradocke, who when he dyed left it to his son, 
Thomas Cradocke, who now lives in Namptwich and [is] 
an Attorney att Law. He is in possesson of the Hollens 
esstate [SHC 1944 22]. 


Thomas Skrymsher; Eccleshall; P 

Probably Thomas Skrymsher of "Johnson Hall", Horsley in 
Eccleshall gentleman 1652-?1686 whose ?grandmother 
Ann Skrymsher was assessed on 11 hearths at [? Johnson 
Hall] Horsley in Eccleshall in 1665. 


William Smallwood; Ranton; P 

William Smallwood of Ranton yeoman c1620-1712 was 
assessed on 2 hearths at Ranton in 1665. By his wife 
Joyce (?Beech) he had about eleven children the last 
christened here in 1672. His will was proved at Lichfield 
on 8 May 1712. 


Thomas Smeeden; Hanbury (Fauld); C; not found 
(24 Nov 1643) Receipt by Thomas Sanders of Thomas 
Smeeton of Hanbury (Staffordshire) for £4, lent towards 
raising and maintaining a regiment of horse in 
Derbyshire. [Derby Record Office: D1232/0 2] 


John Smith; Wednesbury; not known; not found 


Joseph Smith; Sedgley; P; not found 

He might be Joseph Smith son of Thomas Smith and 
Elizabeth christened here 1650 and who had a number of 
children also christened here between 1673 and 1682. 


Frances Sonde; Stafford; P; not found 

Frances Sonde was the widow of William Sonde who was 
assessed (as William Sooud) on 4 hearths at Stafford in 
1665 and was buried at St Mary in 1670. They had at 
least two children born here in 1654 and 1657 [see SLG]. 
The Sonde family are also found at Newcastle. 


Susanna Sonde; Newcastle; P; not found 

Joseph Sonde ?1598-.... former minister of Newcastle and 
ejected minister of Swynnerton was assessed on 6 
hearths at Newcastle in 1665. He married (perhaps) 
about 1650 to Susanna (d 1677) (no known children). In 
1673 Susanna's house at Newcastle was licensed as a 
presbyterian meeting-place. 


Richard Swinfen; Barton-under-Needwood; P; not 
found 


William Tomlinson; Burton-upon-Trent; B; not 
found 

Two signatories to a Baptist letter addressed to Oliver 
Cromwell in 1651 may have been representatives of a 
Particular Baptist church in the town. A petition from 
several Particular Baptist churches in 1654 was signed by 
two representatives of 'the church of Christ at Derby and 
Burton'; that church was still meeting in 1659. The large 
Baptist congregation reported in Burton in 1669 was 
probably the same church, and in 1672 the house of 
William Tomlinson, probably one of the signatories of the 
1654 petition, was licensed for a Baptist congregation. In 
1672 a general licence was also granted to John Blundell 
of Burton, a Baptist teacher. [VCH IX 131-9] 


John Turton; Rowley Regis; not known 

John Turton. John Turton senior and junior were assessed 
on 3 hearths and 2 hearths at Rowley Regis in 1665. They 
are listed together immediately before "Mrs Russell and 
her sonne" (above). John Turton senior was probably the 
son of another John Turton and christened here in 1610. 
He may be the man of this name who died in 1690 having 
made a will which mentions his kinsman William Turton 
clerk presumably the ejected minister of Rowley Regis 
(above). 

John, the eldest son of John Turton of Rowley (died 1690), 
lived at the Brades and had an only son, John Turton of 
the Brades, whose son, another John ... [Internet] 


Joseph Wade; Stafford; P; not found 


Edward Wilson; Cannock; P 

Edward Wilson of Cannock gentleman c1623-.... had a son 
John born c1653 who matriculated at Oxford University in 
1671. "Mr Wilson" was assessed on 6 hearths at Cannock 
in 1665. [see SLG] 


N1702 Calamy's account of Staffordshire [Calamy (1702) p357-9] 


In the County of STAFFORD. 
Tipton: [1 - Richard Hincks (presbyterian minister of Tipton) e1622-1683 R25] Mr. Richard Hincks. A Godly 
Preacher; a Moderate Independent. 
Wolver-hampton: [2 - John Reynolds M.D. (presbyterian minister of Wolverhampton) 1632-1683 R35 ] Mr. John 
Reynolds. A Man of more than ordinary Ability for Learning and Preaching: who afterwards turn'd Physician. 
Clent: [3 - Thomas Baldwin (presbyterian minister of Clent) c1628-.... R4] Mr. Tho. Baldwin, Jun. A Godly, 
Calm, sober Preacher of a blameless Life. 
Weford: [4 - Richard Chantry (presbyterian minister of Weeford) c1631-1694 R13] Mr. Richard Chantry. He 
was forc'd by the Oxford Act to remove with his Wife and Four Children into another Country, to take a Farm 
upon a Rack Rent: His Family encreas'd, and he met with several Difficulties, and yet subsisted chearfully. {In 
margin "See Conformists 4th Plea for the Nonconf. Pag. 49.} 
Wedsbury: [5 - William Fincher (presbyterian minister of Wednesbury) c1628-1691 R18] Mr. Will. Fincher, a 
Godly Man and a good Preacher. 

Shenston: [6 - William Grace M.A. (compliant minister of Shenstone, Staffs) ?1609-1699 R20] Mr. Grace. An 
Aged worthy Minister. Upon his Ejectment from his Living on which he liv'd Comfortably, he with his Wife and 
Eleven Children was reduc'd to Straits. Hoping to get some supplies of Maintenance he took a Farm of about 
£30 per Annum. But Preaching in his own House, was a Crime not to be pass't by. He was in a short time 
apprehended by Two Justices, and with many of his Hearers bound over which was very Chargeable. Not long 
after, he was sent for by a Party of Horse, call'd out of his Bed, and carried Prisoner to Stafford: for what he 
knew not; nor was he ever told. Being unable to bear the Charge of his Imprisonment, he made his Application 
to the Deputy Lieutenant, and was forc'd to give in Bonds of £100 to appear when called. He was dismiss'd 
after many hard Speeches, but no Charge laid against him. After all which, he was by the Five Mile Act, 
Necessitated to remove so far from the Corporation, to a place where he liv'd at great Costs and Charges, 
separated from his Dear Relations, and his Farm left to the management of Servants, to his unspeakable Loss: 
Yet this Person was a near Relation of A.B. Sh of Cant. {Jn margin "See Conformists 4th Plea for the Nonconf. 
Pag. 62}. 

Kinver: [7 - Richard Morton M.D. (presbyterian minister of Kinver) 1637-1698 R28] Mr. Richard Moreton. A 
Man of great Gravity, Calmness, sound Principles, of no Faction, an excellent Preacher, of an upright Life. 
Afterwards an eminent Practitioner of Physick in the City of London. 

*Rowley: [8 - Josiah Rock (presbyterian minister of Rowley Regis, Staffs) e1610-....] Mr. Joseph Rock. A very 
Calm, Humble, Sober, Peaceable, Godly and Blameless Minister, and of very good Abilities. [NOTE: Left office 
in 1658] 

Swinerton: [9 - Joseph Sonde B.A. (compliant minister of Swynnerton) ?1598-1672 R38] Mr. Sound. An 
Ancient Divine, of great Learning, Moderation, Judgment, and Calmness of Spirit, and of a Godly upright Life. 
*Walsall: [10 - Thomas Burdall (vicar of Walsall) c1608-1662] Mr. Burdall. A very Learned, Able and Godly 
Divine, of more than ordinary Parts. [NOTE: Died died before The act of uniformity came into effect] 
Womborn: [11 - Thomas Willesby M.A. (presbyterian minister of Wombourn-cum-Trysull, Staffs) 1618-1682 
R45] Mr. Wilsby: An Ancient Judicious, Peaceable, Moderate Divine, He liv'd privately after he was silenc'd at 
Bremicham, but was much Troubled by Sir Robert Holt . 

Draiton-Basset: [12 - Timothy Fox (presbyterian minister of Drayton Bassett) 1628-1710 R19] Mr. Fox. After 
Aug . 24. was put upon a New way to maintain his Wife, and Five small Children, and upon the Advice of 
Friends, he was encourag'd to settle in a Corporation near to him, where by his Pen, and help of Relations, he 
had a comfortable Livelihood until the Oxford Act, which forc'd him to Remove and rent a Farm in Derbyshire. 

{In margin "See Conformists 4th Plea for the Nonconf. Pag. 49}. 

Litchfield St. Marys: [13 - John Butler (presbyterian minister of Lichfield St Mary) c1621-1671 R10] Mr. 
Butler. 

[Litchfield - ] St. Chads: [14 - Thomas Miles (presbyterian minister of Lichfield St Chad) e1618-.... R27] Mr. 
Miles. Who suffer'd much by his Nonconformity . {Jn margin "See Conformists 4th Plea for the Nonconf. Pag. 
60}. 

Burton upon Trent: [15 - Thomas Bakewell M.A. (?compliant minister of Rolleston) c1619-p1677 R3] Mr. Tho. 
Bakewell. Who Preaching about Privately in Fields and Lanes, when he was not allow'd to do it in fitter Places, 
was follow'd by the Huntsmen with their Dogs, and was many ways a sufferer. {In margin "See Conformists 
4th Plea for the Nonconf. Pag. 56}. 

Kings-Bromley: [16 - John Mott (presbyterian minister of Kings Bromley) e1623-1671 R29 ] Mr. John Mott. 
Who was terribly Harrassd for his Nonconformity, and could not have common Justice done him. {Jn margin 
"See Conformists 4th Plea for the Nonconf. Pag. 55}. 

Sherifhales: [17 - John Nott M.A. (presbyterian minister of Sheriff Hales) 1625-1702 R31] Mr. John Nott. 
Afterwards Pastour of a Congregation at Tame in Oxfordshire . 

West-Bromewich: [18 - Richard Hilton (presbyterian minister of West Bromwich) c1625-1706 R24] Mr. Hilton. 
Tettenhall: [19 - Thomas Buxton (presbyterian minister of Tettenhall) 1625-?1685 R11] Mr. Tho. Buxton 
Rowley: [20 - William Turton B.A. (presbyterian minister of Rowley Regis) 1636-1716 R42] Mr. Will. Turton 
Sedgeley: [21 - Joseph Eccleshall B.A. (presbyterian minister of Sedgley) 1633-1692 R17] Mr. Will. Eccleshall. 
Wilenhall: [22 - Thomas Badland B.A. (presbyterian minister of Willenhall) c1634-1698 R2 ] Mr. Tho. Badland, 
afterwards Minister of a Congregation in Worcester. 

*Shenston: [23 - Gamaliel Tunstall (presbyterian minister of Shenstone) ?1629-1668] Mr. Gamaliel Tunstall. 
[NOTE: Subscribed 1662 and may earlier have been displaced. See also 61, below] 


Colwich: [24 - John Greensmith M.A. (presbyterian minister of Colwich) ?1629-1666 R21] Mr. John 
Greensmith. 
Stafford: [25 - Noah Bryan M.A. (presbyterian minister of Stafford St Mary) c1635-c1672 R8] Mr. Noah Brian. 
Hill Ridware: [26 - Richard Swinfen B.A. (presbyterian minister of Mavesyn Ridware) 1630-1691 R40] Mr. 
Rich. Swinfin. 
*Armitage: [27 - Nathaniel Mansfield (presbyterian minister of Armitage) c1629-1708] Mr. Nath. Mansfield. 
[NOTE: Deprived in Derbyshire] 
Alderwas: [28 - Thomas Bladon (presbyterian minister of Alrewas) c1631-1703 R6] Mr. Tho Bladon. 
Barlaston: [29 - Samuel Hall B.A. (presbyterian minister of Barlaston) c1635-1665 R23 ] Mr. Sam. Hall 
Mair: [30 - Ralph Hall (parochial curate of Maer) e1604-1685 R22] Mr. Ralph Hall. 
Materfeild: [31 - William Rock (?presbyterian minister of Mayfield) 1620-1694 R37] Mr. Rock. 
Clyfton: [32 - George Cross (presbyterian minister of Clifton Campville) c1610-1665 R15] Mr. George Cross. 
Rushall: [33 - Richard York (presbyterian minister of Rushall) c1633-1666 R47] Mr. Rich. York. 
New-Castle under Line: [34 - George Long M.D. (parochial curate of Newcastle) c1629-1712 R26 ] Dr. Long. 
Stow: [35 - Richard Ashley ALIAS Astley (presbyterian minister of Stowe) e1634-1696 R1] Mr. Ashley. 
Seigford: [36 - Richard Clayton (compliant minister of Seighford) 21595-1669 R14] Mr. Clayton. 
Talke: [37 - Thomas Poole B.A. (presbyterian minister of Talk-on-the-Hill) c1637-1707 R34] Mr. Pool. 
Weston under Lisiard: [38 - Sampson Newton (?presbyterian minister of Weston-under-Lizard) 1603-.... R30] 
Mr. Sampson Newton. 
Handbury: [39 - Henry Bee B.A. (presbyterian minister of Hanbury) c1630-1675 R5] Mr. Bee. 
Hintes: [40 - Thomas Brookes (presbyterian minister of Hints) e1620-c1670 1658-1662 R7] Mr. Brooks. 
Barton: [41 - Henry Byard M.A. (presbyterian minister of Barton-under-Needwood) c1616-1677 R12 ] Mr. 
Byatt. 
*Eccleshall: [42 - Joseph Cope (presbyterian minister of Sandbach, Cheshire) c1624-1694] Mr. Cope. [NOTE: 
Deprived in Cheshire] 
*Elford: [43 - Robert Dowley M.A. (rector of Elford) c1584-1672] Mr. Dowly. [NOTE: Subscribed 1662] 
*Whitmore: [44 - Gracecourt] Mr. Grace-court . [NOTE: Spurious entry] 
Areley: [45 - John Orford (presbyterian minister of Arley) ?1639-.... R32] Mr. Tho. Orford. 
Baswich: [46 - William Southall (presbyterian minister of Baswich) e1628-.... R39] Mr. Southwell. 
Bloxwich: [47 - Edward Toogood (?presbyterian minister of Bloxwich) e1630-.... R41 ] Mr. Toogood. 
Broom: [48 - Humphrey Waldron B.A. (presbyterian minister of Broom) 1633-1668 R43] Mr. Humphrey 
Waldron, for a Time, Assistant to Mr. Baxter at Kederminster. A Man of good Learning and Utterance. 
Pelsalle: [49 - William Wilson (?presbyterian minister of Pelsall) e1622-.... R46] Mr. Wilson 
*Chebston: [50 - Woolrich of Chebsey] Mr. Woolrich. [NOTE: Spurious entry ?] 
*Rushton: [51 - George Moxon compliant minister of Newbold Astbury, Cheshire 1602-1687] Mr. Moxom. 
[NOTE: Displaced in Cheshire] 
New Chapel: [52 - ----- Davenport (minister of Newchapel) e1622-....R16] Mr. Davenport. 
And. 
*[53 -] Mr. Bendy. [NOTE: Spurious entry ? - William Bendy of Shutt End in Kingswinford, Staffs "gentleman" 
c1593-a1658 was a parliamentarian] 
*[54 - Thomas Bold B.A. (vicar of Shifnall, Salop) c1636-....] Mr. Thomas Bold. [NOTE: Not known to haver 
been in office] 
*[55 - Thomas Bowyer (presbyterian minister of Charnes) ?1630-....] Mr. Boyer. [NOTE: Deprived in Shropshire 
?] 
*[56 - Richard Dowley (presbyterian minister of Stoke Prior, Worcs ) 1623-1702] Mr. Dowly Jun. [NOTE: 
Deprived in Worcs] 
*[57 - James Hancox (parochial curate of Stone) 1637-1707] Mr. Hancock. [NOTE: Not in office, and see 1713] 
*[58 - Edward Neville B.A. (rector of Standon) c1615-1672] Mr. Nevil [NOTE: Subscribed in 1662, and see 
1713] 
and 
[59 - ----- ?Ridwater (?presbyterian minister of Biddulph) e1621-.... R36] Mr. Redwater at uncertain Places. 
There Conform'd afterwards in this County, 
[60 - ] Mr. Becket of Harlaston, [NOTE: Probably intending Francis Birch M.A. (parochial curate of Harlaston) 
1605-1670 who subscribed in 1662] 
[61 - See 23, above] Mr. Dunstal, 
[62 - ] Mr. Jones of Lapley... [NOTE: Spurious entry ?] 
And 
[63 - Nathaniel Mott M.A. (vicar of Abbots Bromley) c1628-1699] Mr. Matt. Mott of Abbots Bromly. 

(1713) 
N.B. I here omit Mr. Cope at Eccleshall, because he is taken Notice of at Sandbach in Cheshire, p. 127; and 
Mr. George Moxon at Rushton, because he is here mention'd at Astbury in the same County. p 128. And 
whereas I before mention'd Mr Becket of Harlaston and Mr. Dunstal of Shenston, Mr. Jones of Lapley, and Mr 
Nathanael Mott of Abbots Bromley, as conforming, here afterwards, I now add, that Mr. Thomas Bold, and Mr. 
Nevil, who were before mention'd as Ejected at uncertain Places, did after a Time Conform. And finally, I am 
inform'd that Mr. Gamaliel Tunstal who was before rank'd with the silenc'd Ministers was not a Non- 
conformist, but Ejected for a scandalous Life: And that Mr. Hancock also, who was mention'd before as Ejected 
at an uncertain Place in this County, was no Non-conformist, but had a Living at Wervilhome[sic], and married 
the Widow of Mr Baker of Worcester. [Calamy (1713) p635] 


N1924 Matthews: Ministers ejected or silenced in 1660 or 1662 


Below is an excerpt from A.G. Matthews Congregational churches of Staffordshire ...(1924) 
p85-8 with his list of Staffordshire Ministers ejected or silenced in 1660 or 1662. Some 
abbreviations etc have been expanded in this edited version. Remarks in [ ] and the footnotes are 
new. 


Matthews now lists xx ministers of which appear in this work 


APPENDICES TO CHAPTER III. APPENDIX I 
MINISTERS EJECTED OR SILENCED IN 1660 OR 1662 
Some abbreviations etc have been expanded in this edited version. 
N.M. = [Edmund Calamy] The nonconformist's memorial First Edition (1775) TO DO 


This list is substantially that given by Calamy in his Account and in N.M. I have omitted 
Thomas Byrdall®’, Walsall, as he died before August, 1662; William Southwell®*, Baswich, who 
appears to have conformed; Humphrey Waldron®, Broom, as belonging to Worcestershire; and 
Woolrich®®, Chebsey, who was probably a lay sequestrator of the living. I have added Henry 
Burford®’, Robert Wild®, William Overton®’, and the vicar of Biddulph”. William Bott”! and Thomas 
Ford®? are given in the list of Nonconformists in S. LIX., [SHC 1915 lix-lxi] but the former was 
licenced to preach at Fenny Bently in 1663, and the latter was resident at Gresley, Derbyshire, in 
1662, when the Act was passed. 

It is not always possible to decide whether an incumbent was ejected in 1660 or 1662. The 
uncertain cases I have queried, but the probability is that they were ejected in 1662, as in none of 
these instances was there any former minister to claim possession of the living. 

Where an ejection took place in a parish which now has a Congregational church, I have 
added some particulars about the minister ejected. For the others, reference may be made to N.M. 
and to S. 

P.C., : Perpetual Curate. A bracketed date means that the date of appointment may have been 
earlier. 


Richard Astley. P.C., Stowe by Chartley, 1657-62? 
Thomas Badland. Curate, Willenhall, 1657-62? 


Thomas Bakewell. Lecturer, Burton-on-Trent, 1661-2. Son of August, Staunton, Derbyshire. M.A., 
Lincoln, Oxford1641 (matriculated Apr 17, 1635, age 16). Vicar, St. Werburgh's, Derby, (1650)-57. 
Rector, Rolleston, 1657-61, ejected. N.M. is mistaken in attributing to him a book entitled A 
Justification of Infant Baptism - this and other works were by another Thomas Bakewell, a baker in 
St. Bride's parish, London (Brit. Mus. Cat) - and also in saying B. went to London; it should be 
Longdon. (See below) 


Thomas Baldwin. Vicar, Clent, 1656-62. 
Henry Bee. Vicar, Hanbury (1654)-62. 


Vicar of Biddulph. Diocesan Register states that the incumbent did not conform, but gives no 
name. Possibly this was Joseph Cope, ejected from Sandbach in 1660, who preached "afterwards at 
Biddulph, thro' the favour of old Sir John Bowyer, till the church doors were shut upon him." (N.M. 
I. 268) 


83 Thomas Byrdall 1607-1662 was buried on 30 Apr 1662. 


84 William Southall c1618-.... was probably deprived but is here confused with William Southall (vicar of Pattingham) 1611- 
1677 who re-conformed. 


ee Humphrey Waldron B.A. (presbyterian minister of Broom) 1633-1668 was deprived in Staffordshire. Broom was moved to 
Worcestershire in 1844. 

86 Woolrich TO DO 

or Henry Burford (compliant minister of Tatenhill) c1590-.... cohort 

88 Robert Wild D.D. (rector of Tatenhill) c1616-1679 cohort 

89 William Overton (?compliant minister of Audley) c1615-1661 cohort (displaced) 

BU oes ?Ridwater (?presbyterian minister of Biddulph) e1621-.... 

91 William Bott (rector of Fenny Bentley, Derbys) c1617-1701 (subscribed there in 1662) 

92 Thomas Ford (presbyterian minister of Harlaston) c1633-1678 


Thomas Bladon. Vicar, Alrewas, 1658-62. 

Thomas Brookes. P.C., Hints, 1658-62. 

Noah Bryan. Rector, St. Mary's, Stafford, 1657-60. Son of John Bryan, D.D. (Vicar, Holy Trinity, 
Coventry, ejected 1662). M.A., Peterhouse, Cambridge, 1657 (admitted Apr 23, 1650, age 15). 
Succeeded his brother Nathaniel at Stafford, Living in 1667, when he was one of the signatories of 
a letter from some Dublin ministers to Baxter. (Wms. Lib. Bax. MSS. 3, 147) 

Henry Burford. Rector, Tatenhill, 1647-60. 
John Butler. Vicar, St. Mary's, Lichfield, 1651-60. Son of William Butler, Oddington, Glos. M.A., 
Univ., Oxford. 

1648 (matriculated from St. Edmund Hall, Dec 15, 1637, age 16). Assistant minister to the 
commissioners for removal of scandalous ministers in Staffordshire, 1654. 

Thomas Buxton. Vicar [recte P.C.], Tettenhall, 1655-62? Probably son of German Buxton, yeoman, 
Kirk Ireton, Derbyshire. St. John's, Cambridge (admitted Sep 29, 1645, age 18), No degree. His 
possession of Tettenhall vicarage was disputed by Richard Harrison, episcopalian, ejected from St. 
Mary's, Lichfield. (Lanc. and Cheshire. Record Soc. Minutes of Comm. for Plundered Ministers, II. 
96, where Tettenhall is wrongly confused with Tattenhall, Cheshire) 1669 preaching at a 
conventicle in parish church, Shuttington, Warwickshire 1672 licensed, as Congregational teacher, 
Coventry. 

Henry Byard. Curate, Barton under Needwood, 1659-62. 

Richard Chauntry [Chantry]. P.C., Weeford, 1654-62. 

Richard Cleyton [Clayton]. Vicar, Seighford, 1655-62. [dispossessed Easter 1662] 

George Cross. Rector, Clifton Campville, 1646-61. [recte 60] 

----- Davenport. Curate, Thursfield [Newchapel] Chapel, Wolstanton, ? - 1662? 

Richard Dowley”. Assistant to his uncle, Robert Dowley, Rector, of Elford, 1660-62. 
Joseph Eccleshall. Vicar, Sedgley, 1656-62. Emmanuel, Cambridge, 1651. No degree. Assistant 
minister Sedgley and then Vicar, 1669 one of the preachers at a conventicle in the Leather Hall, 
Coventry. Buried at Sedgley, Dec 22, 1692. 

William Fincher. Vicar, Wednesbury (1654)-1662. 1669 preaching at a conventicle at Birmingham. 
1672 licensed, as a presbyterian teacher at his own house Birmingham. 1689 his house certified as 
a place of worship. Joint pastor of the Birmingham, presbyterian meeting. Died c1692. 

Timothy Fox. Rector, Drayton Bassett, 1649-62. 
William Grace. Vicar, Shenstone, 1660-62. 

----- Gracecourt™. P.C., Whitmore, ? - 1662? 
John Greensmith. Vicar, Colwich, 1654-62. 

Ralph Hall. P.C., Newcastle under Lyme (1655)-60, ejected (Newcome Autob. 127). Rector [recte 
P.C.] , Maer, 1660-62. 1648 signed Cheshirehire Testimony as minister Knutsford. 1672 licensed 
presbyterian teacher, at his own house Weverham. Died 1684. Probably author of Quaker Principles 


Quaking, London, 1656. 


Samuel Hall. P.C., Barlaston, 1656-62. 


°3 Richard Dowley is not included in the cohort as he was only an assistant. 
9% Graceourt is not included in the cohort as he is not identified. 


Richard Hilton. P.C., West Bromwich, 1648-62. Son of Richard Hilton, Bloxham, Oxon. B.A., Christ 
Church, Oxford, 1644 (matriculated Apr 9, 1641, age 16). After ejection, for some time chaplain to 
Philip Foley, Prestwood. 

Richard Hinckes [Hinks]. P.C., Tipton, 1652-62. 1651/2 chaplain Bilston chapel. Assisted in 
raising soldiers for Lambert against Monk. Lived at Tipton parsonage after his ejection from curacy. 
After 1673 removed to Stourbridge, where he died. 

George Long. P.C., Newcastle under Lyme, 1660-62. M.A. Trinity, Cambridge, 1653 M.D. Leyden, 
1668. 1672 licensed presbyterian teacher, Leicester, Prosecuted in Newcastle and Birmingham. 
and removed to Ireland. 1690 living at Darlington. Died at Bristol, Dec 26, 1712. 

Nathaniel Mansfield. P.C., Armitage, 1654-60. B.A. Corpus, Oxford, 1650/1, M.A. Peterhouse, 
Cambridge, 1654. Vicar, Willesley, Derbyshire, 1660-62. 1669 preaching at a conventicle at his own 
house Atherstone, Warwickshire 1672 licensed presbyterian teacher, Mancetter. In 1705 took part 
in an ordination at Birmingham. Died at Walsall, 1708. 


Thomas Miles. P.C., St. Chad's at Stowe, Lichfield, 1656-62? P.C., Onecote Chapel, 1648, Vicar, 
Bradbourne, Derbyshire. 1650-56. 


Thomas [recte Richard] Morton. P.C., Kinver, 1658-62. 

John Mott. P.C., Kings Bromley, ? - 1662. 

Sampson Newton. Rector, Weston under Lizard, ? - 1662. 

John Nott. Vicar, Sheriff Hales, 1652-62. 

John Orford. Vicar [recte P.C.] , Arley, 1658-60. 

William Overton. Vicar, Audley, 1660-60. 

Thomas Pool. Curate, Talke [Talk-on-the-Hill] chapel, 1659-62? 

John Raynolds [Reynolds]. minister [? Vicar] Wolverhampton, 1657-60. Son of John Raynolds, 
Bournebrook End. christened Kings Norton, Feb. 14, 1631/2. B.A., Pembroke, Oxford, 1654. 
Assistant minister Wolverhampton, 1656-57. In 1662 removed to his estate, Kings Norton, and from 
thence to London in 1683. Bought a house with a private meeting-house attached in St. Giles' 
parish. Died Dec 1683. 

William Rocke [Rock]. Vicar, Mayfield, 1651-62. 

Joseph Sond [Sonde]. Rector, Swynnerton, (1654)-62. 

Richard Swinfen. Rector, Mavesyn Ridware, 1657-60. 

----- [Edward] Toogood. Curate, Bloxwich chapel, ? - 62. 

William Turton, Curate, Rowley Regis, (1658)-62? 

Robert Wild. Rector, Tatenhill, 1660-62. 


Thomas Willesby. Vicar, Wombourn, 1652-62. M.A., Emmanuel, Cambridge, 1642. 1669 preaching 
to a conventicle at his house Birmingham. 


William Wilson. Curate, Pelsall chapel, 1651-62 ? 

Richard York. Vicar, Rushall, ? - 1662. Reported by an informer 1664 as being "intelligencer 
between London, Wales, and Shrewsbury," for persons supposed to be disaffected to government. 
Died at Shrewsbury, buried at St. Chad's, May 21, 1666. 
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Richard Ashley ALIAS Astley (presbyterian minister of Stowe) e1634-1696 B1 
Ashley, born perhaps about 1634 near Manchester, was probably a son of a Lancashire 
"gentleman". He was educated at Manchester where he was a boarder in the town. He is said to 
"have been bred at Cambridge" but may not have matriculated and was probably only educated to 
literate grade. He was presumably qualified to be a presbyterian clergyman by 28 Feb 1658.9 when 
after presentation by Richard Cromwell (Lord Protector) he was admitted as presbyterian minister 
of Stowe independent parochial chapelry. In Jun 1660 he likely continued in office as de facto 
parochial curate but probably ?voluntarily resigned shortly thereafter. By 1661 he was curate of 
Blackrod, Lancs but may have resigned before 24 Aug 1662 perhaps to avoid subscribing to The act 
of uniformity. In 1668 he may have been living at Tilsley Bank in Leigh, Lancs. In 1669 after 
preaching in Lancashire at Darwen on 21 May and at Newton on 13 Dec he was presented by the 
churchwardens. By 10 Jul 1669 Ashley had been admitted as a member of a congregational meeting 
in Hull, Yorks East Riding when he was elected pastor in succession to John Canne (d 1667). About 
15 May 1672 (as a congregationalist) he was licensed to both preach and to be an independent 
teacher at the house of John Robinson of Hull. In 1682 his meeting was temporarily suppressed and 
he was to be arrested but is said to have escaped. About Jun 1685 Ashley's meeting-house was used 
as a prison for those suspected of supporting the Duke of Monmouth's rebellion against James II. 

In the winter of 1695 Ashley fell ill and still in office "having served the Lord as Pastor of this 
Church about 27 years" died, aged about 62, on ?7 Apr 1696 and was buried at Drypool, Yorks East 
Riding on 9 Apr. Ashley married about 1671 to a woman (? Hannah d 1711) by whom he had two 
sons and ?two daughters. His daughter Abigail was the first wife of Abraham Dawson of 
Cottingham, Yorks East Riding minister 1663-1733. Calamy records this man as Mr Ashley in 1702 
and as Mr or Mr William (in error) Ashley in 1713 but as Mr Richard Astley in 1727. His surname 
appears as both Ashley and Astley in contemporary records - did he intend to confuse the 
authorities? 


Thomas Badland B.A. (presbyterian minister of Willenhall) c1633-1698 B2 
Badland, born about 1633, was a son of ----- Badland of Worcester merchant c1604-.... He studied at 
Oxford where on 27 Nov 1650 he was a servitor at Pembroke College and matriculated. At Oxford 
he graduated B.A. on 29 Nov 1653. He was presumably qualified to be a presbyterian clergyman 
when he was appointed presbyterian minister of Willenhall independent parochial chapelry perhaps 
on 4 Feb 1656.7. On 20 May 1657 he was classically ordained as a presbyterian clergyman by the 
Derbyshire Wirksworth Classis at Wirksworth. Whilst at Willenhall he received an augmentation of 
£20 or £24 to his annual salary. On 10 Nov 1658 he certified the fitness of John Orford c1638...... 
QV to be presbyterian minister of Arley. In Jun 1660 he continued in office at Willenhall as de facto 
parochial curate. Between 20 Dec 1659 and 22 Jul 1661 he conducted three marriages at 
Wolverhampton. On 24 Aug 1662 he did not subscribe to The act of uniformity and was thus to be 
deprived. He may then have briefly lived in West Bromwich but during 1663 he returned to his 
birthplace Worcester where he lived for the rest of his life. In 1669 he preached in Worcester St 
Nicholas and the same year was a teacher of a conventicle probably held at the house of Thomas 
Smith of Worcester. In 1672 he was licensed as a presbyterian teacher at the house of (his future 
father-in-law) William Chetle of Worcester clothier c1626-1687. In 1687 a congregational church 
was founded in Worcester and Badland was the first pastor. A founding record is signed by him as 
pastor. Other signatories were Elizabeth Badland (? his sister), William Chetle (above), Chetle's 
wife Sarah and his daughter another Sarah (Badland's future wife). Chewning Blackmore was his 
assistant pastor from 1688 and later his successor. On 1 Oct 1689 Badland certified Warmstree 
House, Worcester as a place of worship for protestant dissentors. The next year he was said to have 
"an estate and Contribution" and to be "very ancient and almost past his labours". Still in office he 
died, aged about 65, on 5 May 1698 and was buried on 9 May in the chancel at Worcester St 
Martin. An inscribed monument was placed on the south wall of the south aisle which read "Under 
these seats lies interred the body of the Rev Mr Thomas Badland a faithful and profitable preacher 
of the Gospel in this city for 35 years. He rested from his labours, May 5 AD 1698 aetat 64 Mors 
mihi vita nova." His will made on 5 Feb 1693.4 was proved under Worcester on 19 Jul 1698. His 
personalty was valued at £753. Badland married on 28 Jan 1688.9 at Worcester to Sarah Chetle 
e1658-1695 dau of William Chetle of Worcester clothier c1626-1687 and Sarah (Hall) (no known 


children). Calamy obtained some information about Worcestershire ministers from "a paper under 
the Hands of Mr. Badland". Badland was the author of Fternity, or, the weightiness of the unseen 
concerns of the other world, from their duration opened, proved, and applyed in a sermon preached 
in Worcestershire (1676). The book was printed in Worcester but published in London. [NOTE: In 
1693 Richard White B.D. preached a funeral sermon for Thomas Baldwin of Kidderminster, Worcs 
minister c1628-1693 which was printed with his name (in error) as Thomas Badland.] 


Thomas Bakewell M.A. (?compliant minister of Rolleston) c1619-p1677 B3 
Bakewell, born about 1619, was a son of Augustus Bakewell of Stanton [? Stanton-by-Bridge], 
Derbys e1577-.... [? and Dorothy (Bakewell)]. He studied at Oxford where on 17 Apr 1635 he was a 
commoner at Lincoln College and matriculated. At Oxford he graduated B.A. on 23 Oct 1638 (M.A., 
3 Jul 1641). About this time he was probably ordained deacon and priest. Perhaps by 1646 he had 
been appointed ?compliant minister of Derby St Werburgh vicarage where in 1650 he was 
described as "an able and pious man". Here he sometimes received an augmentation of up to £50 to 
his annual salary of £18. In Aug 1654 he was appointed an Assistant Commissioner for the ejection 
of scandalous ministers in Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire. At Derby he resigned before 13 May 
1657 when after presentation by Oliver Cromwell (Lord Protector) he was admitted as ?compliant 
minister of Rolleston rectory with an annual salary said to be £120. Whilst at Rolleston he 
frequently certified the fitness of candidates for the ministry. In early Jun 1660 he probably ? 
voluntarily resigned for a successor was instituted on 11 Jul 1660. In 1661 he was Boylston 
Lecturer at Burton-upon-Trent. Here he was to give a lecture every Thursday morning and was paid 
an annual salary of about £32 by the London Company of Clothworkers (who on 22 Jun 1648 had 
been given £800 by Thomas Boylston of London clothier the founder of the lectureship). He did not 
subscribe to The act of uniformity on 24 Aug 1662 and was thus to be deprived. He then rented a 
house in Burton where he preached at a conventicle as did Thomas Ford presbyterian minister 
C1633-?1679. For this offence they were both successfully prosecuted on 22 Oct 1663 at Lichfield 
Consistory Court. Bakewell was suspended from officiating in the diocese and Ford was 
excommunicated. Both then had to appear before a local J.P. - Sir Brian Broughton of Broughton in 
Eccleshall 1st Baronet 1618-1708 - to whom they both refused to give a security for their better 
behaviour. In a letter dated Nov 1663 Broughton wrote that when before the bishop "they were so 
saucy with him that the old priest told him he hoped one day to stand upon even ground with him. 
To prevent their meeting so numerously we convened them before me and demanded securities of 
the two parsons for their better behaviour for the future which they both refused to do, for which 
contempt they are committed to-day to the common gaol". On 9 Mar 1663.4 they were imprisoned 
at Stafford Gaol but released on 30 Sep 1664 without further imposition. Under The five mile act 
(31 Oct 1665), which prohibited nonconformist clergy from living in parishes where they had held a 
religious office since 1660, Bakewell was "was forc'd to leave his Family Wife and Children and go 
into a desart Place six Miles from his Habitation where he continu'd for several Months to spend his 
Pains among a poor People who were glad to have the Gospel preach'd to them ...". Perhaps at this 
time he was as Calamy records in 1702 "... Preaching about Privately in Fields and Lanes, when he 
was not allow'd to do it in fitter places, was follow'd by the Huntsmen with their Dogs, and was 
many ways a sufferer." In 1669 he was a teacher of a presbyterian conventicle held at his own and 
other houses in Burton. On 10 May 1672 he was licensed as a presbyterian teacher at the house of 
Richard Brown of Longdon; on 25 Jul 1672 as a congregational [perhaps an error in the original] 
teacher at the houses of Edward Broughton and Richard Brown of Longdon and on 5 Sep 1672 asa 
presbyterian teacher at his own house in Tatenhill. In 1673 he probably moved to Longdon where 
he was living on 3 Jul 1677 when Thomas Minors of Lichfield mercer wrote his will in which he 
bequeathes "And to Mr Thomas Bakewell of Langdon clerke sometimes Minister att Burton upon 
Trent the summe of Tenn pounds And to Mr [blank] Ford (who was formerly imprisoned together 
with the said Mr Bakewell of Stafford[sic]) the summe of Tenn pounds". No further record of him or 
his family has been discovered. Bakewell married about 1645 to a woman by whom he had 4 sons 
and 2 daughters. [NOTE: A man of the same name, Thomas Bakewell of London St Bride baker, was 
the author of A justification of infant baptism (1646).] 


Thomas Baldwin (presbyterian minister of Clent) c1628.-.... B4 
Baldwin, born about 1628 in London, is of unknown parentage. He studied at Cambridge where on 
17 May 1655 he was admitted as a sizar at Queen's College but did not graduate. He was 
presumably qualified to be a presbyterian clergyman by 6 Jun 1655 when he was in office as a 
presbyterian minister at Moseley (?parochial chapelry), Worcs. On 10 Jun 1657 after presentation 
by Oliver Cromwell (Lord Protector) (? and nomination by the Trustees for maintenance) he was 
approved by the Commission for approbation of public preachers as presbyterian minister of Clent 
vicarage. At Clent he sometimes received an augmentation of £10 to £30 to his annual salary. 
Whilst at Clent Baldwin is said to have been a member of the Worcestershire Association. He 
certified the fitness of candidates for the ministry in 1658. In Jun 1660 he continued in office as de 


facto vicar. About 1660 he writes in Clent parish register that all the children "have bin baptized as 
soone as borne as witnesseth him who baptized most of them ... Tho Baldwin, Vic." He was 
presented at the Stafford Quarter Sessions on 7 Jul 1661 for refusing to read the prayer book 
service ex prava et diabolica mente (i.e. from a perverse and diabolical mind). On 24 Aug 1662 he 
did not subscribe to The act of uniformity and was thus to be deprived. In 1669 he was a teacher of 
a conventicle held at the house of William Bell of Birmingham, Warwicks. On 5 Sep 1672 he was 
licensed as a presbyterian teacher at Rowley Regis. On 6 Jul 1689 a chapel at Birmingham, 
Warwicks (later known as Birmingham Old Meeting House) was licensed in the names of (its first 
minister) William Turton (presbyterian minister of Rowley Regis) c1629-1716 QV, Thomas Baldwin 
and William Fincher (presbyterian minister of Wednesbury) c1630-1691 QV. In the same year 
Baldwin's house at Birmingham was certified as a meeting place. The Common Fund survey of 
dissenting ministers taken about 1690 has under Staffordshire the entry "Ministers that have a 
Competent Supply - Mr Tho: Baldwin - [ejected Minister] Of Clent - but the entry is scored out. In 
another entry Baldwin and Fincher are together recorded as ministers "Att Birmingham, of one 
Congregation well provided for each of them £30 per annum". Baldwin probably married (? on 2 
Aug 1657 at Birmingham) to Elizabeth (?Sharplin) by whom he had 3 sons. After 1690 no definite 
record of Baldwin has been discovered. However he might be the man of this name who on 8 Oct 
1701 as "Thomas Baldwyn of Birmingham Gent" made a will (to which he "makes his mark") proved 
under Lichfield on 1 Nov 1701. In his will he mentions his wife Sarah and their children and 
grandchildren ... also "my Studdye of Bookes [valued at £20] which I give and bequeath unto my 
sonne in Law Mr John Padgett". His personalty was valued at £372/8/10. This man was probably 
buried at Birmingham on 11 Oct 1701. [NOTE: TB of Clent is often confused with a contemporary - 
Thomas Baldwin presbyterian minister of Chaddesley Corbett, Worcestershire (and later of 
Kidderminster, Worcs) c1628-1693 (who was born in Middlesex) - who in his will appoints a 
kinsman "Mr Thomas Baldwin of Birmingham" as an overseer. In 1693 Richard White B.D. preached 
a funeral sermon for Thomas Baldwin of Kidderminster, Worcs minister c1628-1693 which was 
printed with his name (in error) as Thomas Badland.] 


Henry Bee B.A. (presbyterian minister of Hanbury) c1630-1675 B5 
Bee, born about 1630, was 2nd son of Henry Bee of Stapenhill in Burton-upon-Trent, Derbys 
yeoman c1597-1671 and Margery. He studied at Cambridge where he is said to have matriculated 
in 1646 before he was admitted as a sizar at Trinity College on 14 May 1647. At Cambridge he 
graduated B.A. in 1650.1. He was presumably qualified to be a presbyterian clergyman by 16 Nov 
1652 when he was in office as presbyterian minister of Ruddington, Notts. Here he probably 
resigned before 10 May 1654 when after presentation by Oliver Cromwell (Lord Protector) he was 
approved by the Commission for approbation of public preachers as presbyterian minister of 
Hanbury vicarage. It is said that the Trustees for maintenance sometimes granted him an 
augmentation of £20 to his annual salary of £80. In Jun 1660 he continued in office as de facto 
vicar. In Jan 1661.2 he paid a clerical subsidy of 10/0. On 24 Aug 1662 he did not subscribe to The 
act of uniformity and was thus to be deprived. In 1669 he was a teacher of conventicles held at 
Burton-upon-Trent , Hanbury, Newborough and at Hugglescote & Donnington, Leics. Calamy 
records in 1723 that Bee was " A good preacher ... He, with other ministers, was cast into Stafford 
jail for Nonconformity". On 5 Sep 1672 he was licensed as a congregational teacher at Stapenhill, 
Derbys. Bee died, aged about 45, and was buried on 10 Jun 1675 at Barton-under-Needwood. His 
administration was granted under Lichfield on 17 Jun 1675 to (a younger brother) Daniel Bee (vicar 
of Cardington, Salop) c1635-1720 who was also to oversee the education of Henry's children. His 
personalty was valued at £71/7/0 and included "It his Library £10". Bee married on 10 Apr 1655 at 
Uttoxeter to Alice Burton by whom he had 2 sons and 1 daughter. Henry Bee (rector of Troston, 
Suffolk) 1655-1714 was his older son who like his uncle Daniel was anglicanly ordained. 


Thomas Bladon (presbyterian minister of Alrewas) c1631-1703 B6 
Bladon, born about 1631, was a son of Thomas Bladon of Newton [?Solney], Derbys. He was 
educated at Repton, Derbys. He studied at Cambridge where on 7 Feb 1654.5 he was admitted as a 
sizar at Magdalene College and matriculated the same year but did not graduate. He was 
presumably qualified to be a presbyterian clergyman by 2 Mar 1655.6 when, probably after 
appointment by the patron Henry Burford (compliant minister of Tatenhill rectory) c1590-.... QV, he 
took office as presbyterian minister of Barton-under-Needwood parochial chapelry and recorded 
the event in the parish register "Thomas Bladen auspicatur apud Barton sub need=wood Martij 2do 
Anno Dom. 1655". On 20 May 1658 after nomination by the Trustees for maintenance he was 
approved by the Commission for approbation of public preachers as presbyterian minister of 
Alrewas vicarage. He received an augmentation (previously paid to his predecessor) of £24 to his 
annual salary. In Jun 1660 he continued in office as de facto vicar. In 1661 he paid a clerical 
subsidy of 10/0. On 24 Aug 1662 he did not subscribe to The act of uniformity and was thus to be 
deprived. In 1669 he was a teacher of conventicle held at Walsall and in Dec 1672 was licensed as a 


presbyterian teacher at Birmingham, Warwicks. He is probably the man of this name who was 
appointed as a schoolmaster at Whittington on 16 Oct 1683 where he was living when he made his 
will on 18 Jan 1693.4. The Common Fund survey of dissenting ministers taken about 1690 has 
under Staffordshire the entry "Ministers that have a Competent Supply - Mr Tho: Bladen - [ejected 
Minister] Of Alrewas - able to goe abroad every Lords day 4. 5. or 6 miles for 9/0 or 7/0 pr day and 
horse hire paid out of it". Later he moved to Tamworth where he officiated at a baptism at 
Tamworth Presbyterian meeting on 14 Nov 1702. Here he died, aged about 72, and was buried on 
13 Jan 1702.3. His will made on 18 Jan 1693.4 was proved under Lichfield on 15 Jan 1702.3 and 6 
Dec 1704. In his will Bladon appointed as executors his "couzens" [? his nephew and niece] Thomas 
Rotheram and Hannah Rotheram (later wife of John Kenrick) who in 1704 were respectively 
defendant and plaintiff in a court case regarding his will. Bladon may not have married. In his will 
he mentions other "couzens" [?nieces] Catherine, Ursula and Dionisia Harvey daughters and 
coheirs of Nicholas Harvey of Whittington gentleman c1618-1698. Ursula Harvey had married on 
18 Sep 1673 at Whittington to Thomas Pretty (rector of Winchfield, Hants) c1650-1726. Calamy 
records in 1727 "He was a very valuable Man for his Piety and practical Preaching. He had a great 
Aversion to Disputations; but when he was necessitated to any Thing of that Kind, was quick and 
sharp and full. He liv'd many Years at Birmingham, and preached at many Places thereabouts. I am 
inform'd he died at Tamworth." Bladon is said to have been the author of two sermons (nos XIII and 
XIV) published in England's remembrancer: Being a collection of farewel-sermons preached by 
divers non-conformists in the country (1663). A later writer (1802) says "Tho' long, they are not 
tedious; but are judicious, practical, and very appropriate". Both sermons were based on Acts xx 32 
- "And now, brethren, I commend you to God, and to the word of his grace, which is able to build 
you up, and to give you an inheritance among all them which are sanctified." 


Thomas Brookes (presbyterian minister of Hints) e1620-c1669 B7 
Brookes, born perhaps about 1620, is of unknown parentage. He was probably only educated to 
literate grade. He was presumably qualified to be a presbyterian clergyman by 29 Sep 1658 when 
after nomination by the Trustees for maintenance he was approved by the Commission for 
approbation of public preachers as presbyterian minister of Hints independent parochial chapelry. 
On 1 May 1659 he was "established" and granted an augmentation (previously paid to his 
predecessor) of £50 to his annual salary. In Jun 1660 he continued in office as de facto parochial 
curate. On 5 Mar 1661 he issued a a licence to "eat flesh in time of sickness" to Elizabeth wife of 
Richard Floyer of Hints esquire 1603-1679. On 24 Aug 1662 he did not subscribe to The act of 
uniformity and was thus to be deprived. Subsequently he moved to Birmingham, Warwicks with his 
wife and children. He died, aged perhaps about 49, about 1669. Brookes married, perhaps about 
1655, to a woman by whom he had children (perhaps 1 son and 1 daughter). Calamy records in 
1727 (naming him as William): 
"After his Ejectment he was very poor, and had nothing to maintain his Wife and Children, who were [in] 
Danger of wanting Bread: He therefore went to Birmingham, from whence he took a Turn at appointed 
Times, to preach at certain Places where Help was wanted, and would sometimes continue abroad for Weeks 
at a Time, and then return home with Supplys for his Family ... He was of no great personal Presence, and 
had a weak Constitution; he had no taking Delivery and so was not popular: But he was a very holy, humble, 
heavenly Man. His Preaching was solid and practical, his Converse serious and grave, his Patience in 
Sufferings and his Dependance upon God in Wants and Necessities exemplary, and his Thankfulness great to 
God and Man. He liv'd by Faith, and was most delightfully employ'd in preparing himself and others for 
Heaven." 


Noah Bryan M.A. (presbyterian minister of Stafford St Mary) c1635-c1672 B8 
Bryan, born about 1635, was 4th son of John Bryan M.A. (rector of Barford, Warwicks) c1606-1676. 
He was educated at Coventry, Warwicks. He studied at Cambridge where he was admitted as a 
pensioner at Peterhouse on 23 Apr 1650 and in 1652 was a scholar. At Cambridge he graduated 
B.A. in 1653 (M.A., 1657). The same year his M.A. was incorporated at Oxford. He was presumably 
qualified to be a presbyterian clergyman by 22 Feb 1656.7 when after presentation by Oliver 
Cromwell (Lord Protector) he was approved by the Commission for approbation of public preachers 
as presbyterian minister of Stafford St Mary rectory and sworn in the next day. Here he succeded 
his dead brother Nathaniel Bryan c1629-1657 both as minister and register. In Feb 1657.8 the 
mayor and inhabitants of Stafford petitioned the Protector for an augmentation of £40 to his annual 
salary of £24 which the Trustees for maintenance granted or confirmed by their order dated 20 Jan 
1658.9. In Jun 1660 he continued in office as de facto rector. About Sep 1660 he was displaced in 
office by the former rector Daniel Bayley c1600-1676. On 13 Feb 1662.3 he was ordained deacon 
and priest by Exeter. Calamy records in 1713 "When he left Stafford he became Chaplain to the 
Earl of Donegal [Arthur Chichester 1st Earl of Donegal 1606-1675], and went with him into 

Ireland .... He was an excellent Preacher, and a very holy Man, as appears by his Diary." Bryan is 
said to have signed a letter from Dublin ministers to London ministers on a question of church 
discipline on 8 July 1669. He probably died, aged about 37, about 1672 in Ireland. He may not have 


married. His brother Samuel Bryan c1633-1682 (who was still living in England on 5 Sep 1672) also 
served as Chaplain to Chichester (likely immediately succeding his brother) and is mentioned in 
Chichester's will "Item I leave and bequeath to Mr Samuell Bryan my household chaplain as a 
testimony of my sincere love to him fifty pounds ster: over and above his years annual salary for 
four years to comence within two months after my death." It is said of Chichester and his third wife 
- in the period after 1660 - "The countess was an active patron of protestant dissent, in Ulster, 
Dublin, and later London, and the family drew its chaplains from the ranks of English 
presbyterianism. The earl's tolerance of presbyterian expansion was particularly evident in Belfast." 
Bryan's father John Bryan c1606-1676 was rector of Barford, Warwicks 1632 until 1644 and then 
compliant minister of Coventry Holy Trinity from May 1644 until his deprivation in 1662. He was 
the father of 4 sons: John Bryan M.A. (presbyterian minister of Shrewsbury Holy Cross) c1628- 
1699; Nathaniel Bryan M.A. c1629-1657 (presbyterian minister of Stafford St Mary); Samuel Bryan 
M.A. (presbyterian minister of Allesley, Warwicks) c1633-1682 and Noah himself. 


Henry Burford M.A. (compliant minister of Tatenhill) c1590-.... B9 
Burford, born about 1590, was a son of Francis Burford B.A. (vicar of Cliffe Pypard, Wilts) c1558- 
1614. He studied at Oxford where about 1613 he was a student at St John's College. At Oxford he 
graduated B.A. on 29 Oct 1616 (M.A., 17 Jun 1619). Earlier on 22 Apr 1614 he had been ordained 
deacon and priest by Oxford and on 10 Jun 1614, after probable presentation by Richard Hunton of 
Bushton, had a dispensation to become vicar of Cliffe Pypard in succession to his father Francis. On 
2 Oct 1622 he was appointed a preacher throughout the diocese of Salisbury. Burford is said to 
have been in office in 1638. It is not known if on 5 Feb 1643.4 he continued here as compliant 
minister. He definitely resigned before 4 May 1649 when a successor was appointed. Most likely he 
had already resigned before 1 Mar 1646.7 when he was "appointed" by parliament as compliant 
minister of Tatenhill rectory. In 1651 he was involved in a court case regarding Tatenhill 
"parsonage". As incumbent of Tatenhill rectory Burford was the patron of the parochial curacies of 
Barton-under-Needwood and Wychnor. At Barton-under-Needwood he probably appointed two 
presbyterian ministers - Thomas Bladon QV about 2 Mar 1655.6 and Henry Byard QV about 23 
Aug 1658. An inquisition held on 23 Aug 1658 found that Burford had an annual salary of £215 out 
of which he was to pay £50 to Henry Byard (presbyterian minister of Barton-under-Needwood) 
c1616-1677 and £10 to "Mr Baton" (minister of Wychnor). In Jun 1660 he continued in office as de 
facto rector. It would appear that Burford coercively resigned here before 1 Sep 1660 when his 
successor Robert Wild D.D. c1616-1679, after presentation by the Crown, was inducted as rector of 
Tatenhill. It is said that Wild "allowed him £20 to keep him alive as he was reduced to poverty and 
much impotency". On 24 Aug 1662 Wild did not subscribe to The act of uniformity and was thus 
ejected. No further record of Burford has been discovered. Burford married about 10 Jun 1617 to 
Elizabeth Hills (d 1655) dau of Christopher Hills of Lydiard Tregoze, Wilts gentleman by whom he 
had 1 son. 


John Butler M.A. (presbyterian minister of Lichfield St Mary) c1621-1671 B10 
Butler, born about 1621, was a son of William Butler of Oddington, Glos. He studied at Oxford 
where on 15 Dec 1637 he was a commoner at St Edmund Hall and matriculated. At Oxford he 
graduated B.A. on 1 Jul 1641 (M.A., University College) 20 Oct 1648. He was presumably qualified 
to be a presbyterian clergyman by 6 Aug 1651 when he was in office as presbyterian joint-minister 
of Lichfield with an annual salary of £150 (together with William Langley compliant joint-minister of 
Lichfield 1618-1689 QV). Langley accused Butler of not being ordained (although it is unclear if he 
meant as an anglican or as a presbyterian), of wanting to become (sole) minister of Lichfield St 
Chad (Stowe) and of being instrumental in his - Langley's - ejection. Writing about 1654 in The 
persecuted minister (1656) Langley states: 
... Had you been as carefull to have been ordained, as you were covetous of means, you might not have 
wanted Ordination. The Committee for the Universities, and the Trustees and Committee for plundred 
Ministers had your name given them as a Minister, and a Certificate to that purpose; for they never sealed 
any in any place but such of whom they received testimony that they were Ministers of the Gospel. I wonder 
by whose means and sollicitations those Testimonies and Certificates were procured, who was guilty of these 
deliberate untruths. Did the Minister subscribe ignorantly? the sin of misinformation was yours; if knowingly, 
then both equally guilty: how can you free your self from aequivocation and jugling in this kinde? Upon these 
Certificates you were assigned to a publick Charge, and had the allowance of £150 per annum, preached, 
baptized, and married. ... that nothing would content you but a distinct Charge contrary to the order of 
settlement which enjoyned a joynt charge of the City and Parishes thereunto belonging, had we continued as 
one, would have been a strong motive to have perswaded the City to follow our example; but you must needs 
row to the North [The church of St Chad (or Stowe) lay about half a mile north-east of the church of St 
Mary], and leave me alone in the South. At your first coming to Stowe you owned the people as your flock; 
you had not been there above two moneths, ... I am constrained to adde one thing, and were there nothing 
else, that bespeaks you most unworthy, that you had privately a hand in my bitter persecution for the 
accomplishing of your self-ends. 
However a letter by an unnamed Lichfield resident records: 


Sir, WHEN I first came to live in Litchfield, which was in May 1655, Mr Butler was the sole settled Minister 
of St Mary's, (a pious good Man) and so continu'd peaceably, well beloved and highly approv'd of by the 
Generality of the Peo[ple] untill after the Restoration; when he was ejected by Mr Harrison, who then was 
Minister of a Place commonly call'd Blitchfield in Staffordshire which he afterwards enjoy'd with St Mary's 
and other Dignities. As to Mr Langley I never knew him nor his Book. I have heard that before my Time, he 
preach'd at St Mary's, and Mr Butler at St Chad's alias Stow Church in the City: And when Mr Langley was 
remov'd from St Mary's, Mr Butler became Minister thereof. The Occasion of Mr Langley's Removal I know 
nothing of. Yours, &c. 
At Lichfield, on the ejection of Langley probably in early 1654, Butler continued as (sole) minister. 
On 28 Aug 1654 he was appointed an Assistant Commissioner for the ejection of scandalous 
ministers in Staffordshire. He frequently certified the fitness of candidates for the ministry in 
1658.9. In early Jun 1660 he may have continued here as de jure vicar but, by An act for the 
confirming and restoring of ministers (13 Sep 1660), was displaced from office when Richard 
Harrison c1611-1676 QV was "restored" here. Calamy records in 1727 "he rarely preach'd after his 
being silenc'd, unless sometimes in his own House". Butler subsequently moved to Bedfordshire. He 
died, aged about 50, in May 1671 perhaps in Bedfordshire but was buried on 25 May at Lichfield St 
Mary. His will made on 5 May 1671 was proved under PCC on 13 Jul 1671. Butler married first 
about 1650 to a woman by whom he had 2 sons and probably other children. He married 
(apparently) second perhaps about 1658 to Elizabeth (no known children). Lilly Butler D.D. (canon 
of Canterbury) 1651-1717 was one of his sons. On 3 Jul 1677 Thomas Minors of Lichfield mercer 
1609-1677, a wealthy presbyterian, wrote his will and bequeathed "unto Lilly Butler clerke sonne of 
my late much honoured Friend Mr John Butler of Lichfield deceased ... one messuage in Edyall 
neare Lichfield ... [to] Mrs Elizabeth Butler heretofore of Lichfield now of north=hill in the county 
of Bedford widow £20". Minors had also paid for Lilly's university education. 


Thomas Buxton (presbyterian minister of Tettenhall) 1625-71685 B11 
Buxton, christened on 4 Sep 1625 at Kirk Ireton, was 4th son of German Buxton of Kirk Ireton, 
Derbys yeoman c1585-1654 and Millicent Buxton dau of John Buxton of Carsington, Derbys 
gentleman. He was educated at Wirksworth, Derbys. He studied at Cambridge where on 29 Sep 
1645 he was admitted as a pensioner at St John's College and matriculated that year but did not 
graduate. He was presumably qualified to be a presbyterian clergyman by 25 Jul 1655 when after 
presentation by Oliver Cromwell (Lord Protector) he was approved by the Commission for 
approbation of public preachers as presbyterian minister of Tettenhall independent parochial 
chapelry. However on 23 Oct 1655 the Committee for plundered ministers withheld an 
augmentation to his annual salary on the petition of the former minister Richard Harrison c1611- 
1676. On 1 Dec 1656 he was also appointed register. About 1659 he received an augmentation of 
£73. In Jun 1660 he continued in office as de facto parochial curate. On 24 Aug 1662 he did not 
subscribe to The act of uniformity and was thus to be deprived. From 1665 to 1672 he lived at 
Tamworth where in 1665 he was assessed on 4 hearths for a house he shared with "Mr Overton" 
(perhaps his father-in-law). In 1669 he was a teacher of a conventicle held at Shuttington, 
Warwicks "in the parish church, there being no min[iste]r residing upon it ... all the resorters to it 
are from Newton Regis". On 16 Apr 1672 he was licensed as a congregational teacher at his own 
house at Tamworth and on 9 May 1672 he and Abel Collyer were licensed as congregational 
teachers at Coventry, Warwicks. Buxton probably died, aged about 60, and was buried on 2 Mar 
1684.5 at Bradbourne, Derbys (where his paternal grandfather had lived). Buxton married 7 Mar 
1652.3 at Elvaston, Derbys to Grace Overton (?1629-?1675) probably dau of George Orton of 
Tamworth by whom he had 1 son and 2 daughters. Edward Buxton (rector of Nottingham St Peter) 
c1638-1680 was a younger brother. 


Henry Byard M.A. (presbyterian minister of Barton-under-Needwood) c1616-1677 B12 
Byard, born about 1616, was a younger son of Henry Byard of Bretby, Derbys husbandman c1582- 
1657. He studied at Oxford where on 27 Oct 1637 he was a commoner at Magdalen College and 
matriculated. At Oxford he graduated B.A. on 3 Dec 1638 (M.A., 8 Jul 1641). He was presumably 
qualified to be a presbyterian clergyman by Apr 1645 when he was in office as presbyterian 
minister of Wheldrake, Yorks East Riding. On 15 Jan 1646.7 the Committee for plundered ministers 
ordered him to be sequestered for non-payment of fifths but he pleaded a fault in the order and may 
still have been in office here on 14 Jan 1657.8 when he was an Assistant Commissioner for the 
ejection of scandalous ministers in Yorkshire East Riding. By 23 Aug 1658, probably after 
appointment by the patron Henry Burford (compliant minister of Tatenhill rectory) c1590-.... QV, he 
was in office as presbyterian minister of Barton-under-Needwood dependent parochial chapelry 
where his annual salary of £50 was paid for by Burford. In Jun 1660 he likely continued in office as 
de facto parochial curate. He was apparently ordained deacon and priest by Ardfert pro York on 14 
Aug 1660 but does not appear to have subscribed to The act of uniformity and was thus probably to 
be deprived on 24 Aug 1662. On 24 Sep 1662 his office was vacant. His successor at Barton, 
Godfrey Ward e1639-1696, was in office by 8 Mar 1662.3. However he was probably still living here 


on 9 Apr 1663 when one of his daughters was baptised here. He is said to have subscribed to The 
act of uniformity on 5 Feb 1662.3[?] when he was appointed vicar of Wistow, Yorks West Riding. By 
1667 he was living there and still in office, died there, aged about 61, on 25 Aug 1677. He was 
apparently buried at Wistow where an inscribed monument was erected. His will made on 21 Aug 
1677 was proved under York on 9 Oct 1677. Byard married first about 1658 to Elizabeth (?Quincia) 
(d 1675) by whom he had 4 sons and 4 daughters. He married second on 27 Jul 1676 at Fishlake, 
Yorks West Riding to Hannah Garth (no known children). Two of Byard's children were christened 
with unusual biblical names. The boy's name Onesiphorus (1671) is mentioned in 2 Timothy ii 16 
and iv 19 whilst the girl's name Zerbiah (or Zerviah) (1673) is probably Zibiah mentioned in 2 Kings 
(xii 1) and 2 Chronicles (xxiv 1). [NB: Henry Byard of London presbyterian minister e1637-1666 was 
a contemporary clergyman. ] 


Richard Chantry B.A. (presbyterian minister of Weeford) c1631-1694 B13 
Chantry, born about 1631, was a son of John Chantry of Repton, Derbys husbandman. He was 
educated at Repton. He studied at Cambridge where on 21 Jun 1649 he was admitted as a sizar at 
St John's College and matriculated that year. At Cambridge he graduated B.A. in 1652.3. He was 
presumably qualified to be a presbyterian clergyman before 30 Oct 1654 when after nomination by 
the Trustees for maintenance (at the request of the parishioners) he was established as 
presbyterian minister of Weeford independent parochial chapelry and on 6 Nov 1654 approved by 
the Commission for approbation of public preachers. His certificate of fitness had been signed by 
Derbyshire ministers. On 21 Feb 1654.5 he was classically ordained as a presbyterian clergyman by 
the Derbyshire Wirksworth Classis at Wirksworth. His thesis was entitled "An in hac vita homo 
possit esse certus de salutae suae eternae certitudine fidei". In 1655 he certified the fitness of 
candidates for the ministry. In 1659 he received an augmentation of £80 to his annual salary. In Jun 
1660 he continued in office as de facto parochial curate. In Jan 1661.2 he paid a clerical subsidy of 
5/0. Whilst at Weeford his ministry was encouraged by John Swinfen of Swinfen in Weeford Esquire 
1613-1694. On 24 Aug 1662 he did not subscribe to The act of uniformity and was thus to be 
deprived but remained at Weeford. Under The five mile act (31 Oct 1665), which prohibited 
nonconformist clergy from living in parishes where they had held a religious office since 1660, he 
was forced to move. Calamy records in 1702 he was forced "to remove with his Wife and Four 
Children into another Country to take a Farm upon a Rack Rent His Family encreas'd and he met 
with several Difficulties and yet subsisted chearfully". The farm is said to have been in Derbyshire 
perhaps at Smisby where on 13 May 1672 he was licensed as a presbyterian teacher at his own 
house. In his will written on 3 Jul 1677 Thomas Minors of Lichfield mercer bequeathed £10 to "Mr 
Richard Chauntry formerly of Weeford now of Smithsby ".He was still living there in 1689 when at 
Derbyshire Quarter Sessions he took the oath required of ministers. The Common Fund survey of 
dissenting ministers taken about 1690 has under Derbyshire " Mr Richd Chantry senr. Att 
Hartshorne an aged ejected minister hath 9 children who have all Some part of their dependence 
on him is afflicted with a great lameness and not able to goe without helpe, preacheth 3 Sabbaths 
in the month, the people poore not able to allow more then £4 odd mony pr quarter, of wch Mr 
Tym: Cox [Timothy Cox QV] hath a 1/4 part." The same survey under Staffordshire has the entry 
"Ministers that have a Competent Supply - Mr Richd Chantry - [ejected Minister] Of Weeford - able 
to goe abroad every Lords day 4. 5. or 6 miles for 9/0 or 7/0 pr day and horse hire paid out of it". In 
his case the Staffordshire survey was evidently in error. Whilst at Hartshorne he did receive (1690- 
3) £8 pa from the Common Fund. Chantry died, aged about 63, on 22 Jul 1694 at Hartshorne and 
was buried here (perhaps as requested in the church yard) on 24 Jul. A funeral sermon was 
preached by a close friend Samuel Shaw (presbyterian minister of Long Whatton, Leics) c1635- 
1695. Both Chantry and Shaw were born and educated at Repton and then studied at St John's 
College, Cambridge. His will made on 30 Jun 1694 was proved under Lichfield on 19 Feb 1694.5. 
His personalty was valued at £26/15/0 and included " Itm his bookes £3". Chantry married about 
1657 to Deborah by whom he had 9 children (perhaps 4 sons and 5 daus). Robert Chantry (minister 
of Staines, Middx) 1664-p1734 was one of his sons. 


Richard Clayton M.A. (compliant minister of Seighford) ?1595-1669 B14 
Clayton, (? christened on 15 Sep 1595 at Maer), was probably a son of William Clayton of Maer. He 
studied at Cambridge where at Easter 1617 he matriculated as a pensioner from St John's College. 
At Cambridge he graduated B.A. in 1620.1 (M.A., 1624). On 21 Dec 1623 he was ordained deacon 
and on 22 Dec 1623 ordained priest both by Peterborough. On 8 Jan 1623.4 after presentation by 
Henry Leigh of Rushall Esquire c1569-1630 he was instituted rector of Shawell, Leics. It was stated 
in a letter dated 25 Oct 1638 to the diocesan authorities that "he has been at Rugby, and there 
received the communion at the hands of Mr. Nalton, parson, of Rugby [James Nalton (rector of 
Rugby, Warwicks) c1599-1662], standing, and not kneeling [as was anglican practice]". He was, as 
a Leicestershire representative, a member of the Westminster assembly of divines on 25 April 1642. 
From 5 Feb 1643.4 he may have continued here as compliant minister but presumably resigned 


before 1644 when he was a preacher at Southwark St Olave, Surrey. By 20 Feb 1644.5 he was 
compliant minister of Great Easton, Essex where one of his children was buried on 8 Jun 1648. 
Apparently a committed presbyterian, he signed the Essex testimony of ?Jul 1648. Probably later in 
1648 the Committee for plundered ministers appointed him compliant joint minister of Lichfield St 
Mary vicarage. He and (his fellow joint minister) Francis Tallents c1619-1708 each received an 
augmentation of £37.50 to their annual salary for the three months (to 24 Jun 1649) and Clayton 
received a further £37.50 for the following three months. He may have served here until 1651 when 
he became compliant minister of Weston-under-Lizard rectory. On 16 Jun 1652 he was appointed 
compliant assistant minister of Wolverhampton where Ambrose Sparry 1613-1679 was ? 
presbyterian minister. On 10 May 1654 the Trustees for maintenance reported that Sparry needed 
assistance "because the parish was very large and contained several chapelries for the maintenance 
of which no provision had been made up to this time". On 28 Aug 1654 he was appointed an 
Assistant Commissioner for the ejection of scandalous ministers in Staffordshire. He frequently 
certified the fitness of candidates for the ministry while at Wolverhampton (and later at Seighford). 
On 29 Aug 1655 he was approved by the Commission for approbation of public preachers as 
compliant minister of Seighford vicarage where in 1658 he was granted an augmentation of £20 to 
his annual salary. In Jun 1660 he continued in office as de facto vicar and on 2 Jan 1661.2 paid a 
clerical subsidy of £2. At the Stafford jail delivery of 17 Aug 1660 he was indicted for refusing to 
read the "book containing the proclamation". It is unclear which book this was but he appears to 
have denied the charge and was bound in £20 then and again on 8 Mar 1661.2 and 21 Jul 1662. 
Clayton must be considered to have coercively resigned about Feb 1661.2. At Seighford his 
successor John Wright ?1636-1682 was presented by the Crown on 27 Feb 1661.2 and instituted on 
4 Mar 1661.2. During Easter 1662 at Stafford Quarter Sessions Wright was ordered to make 
restitution for forcibly dispossessing Clayton of church and glebe. It is said that next "After some 
time he remov'd to Nuneaton in Warwickshire where he lived many Years. Dr Wild Wild [Robert 
Wild D.D. (rector of Tatenhill) c1616-1679] being there at the same Time, there was such an 
Intimacy and Friendship between these two that they were to each other as David and Jonathan. Mr 
Cleyton was a good Scholar a sound Divine and one of strict Piety. He was very courteous and 
obliging in his Temper and Carriage and at the same Time very sedate and grave but not morose. 
His whole Life adorn'd Religion, and his sacred Character. He was that perfect and upright Man 
whom the Psalmist speaks of, whose End is said to be Peace." At Nuneaton Clayton died, aged 
about 74, and was buried there on 12 Feb 1668.9. His will made on 5 Feb 1668.9 was proved under 
PCC on 1 Dec 1669. Clayton married first about 1624 to Frances by whom he had 3 sons and 4 
daughters. He married second perhaps about 1650 to Dorothy Wright c1609-1654 dau of Simon 
Wright of Fulford in Stone c1577-1649 and widow of John Worswick of Stafford ?1604-a1632 (no 
known children). He married third on 27 Nov 1655 at Walsall to (a widow) Elizabeth Cock of 
Plymouth, Devon (no known children). In his will Clayton writes a religious preamble and gives 
instructions for the disposal of some of his books. He writes: 
[I] doe sincerely protest my detestation of all Popish and Arminian Errors and doe desire by Gods grace to 
live and die in cordiall Adherence to those divine Truthes of the Doctrine of the Church of England as they 
are more fully held forth in the Confession of faith agreed upon by the Assembly of Divines at Westminster ... 
I give to my Brother Robins Brother Burdocke to Sonne Robins and to all the Children and Grandchildren of 
Brother Burdocke to each of them one such Booke as my Executors shall thinke fitt if I live not to appoint 
them my selfe Item I give to my Sonne Wagstaffe and his wife to my Sonne Jesson and his wife and to 
daughter Worswick and to all their children such Bookes as my Executors shall thinke fitting and convenient 
Item I give to my daughter Joyce Worswick one Mr Baines his Booke called Breife directions unto a Godly life 
dedicated to Mr Jorden with Mr Baines his Letters annexed to it Item I give to Sonne Hill and his wife and to 
my loveing freinds Mr John Woolrich of Chebsey [overseer] and to his wife and two Sonns and daughter and 
to cozen John Dawe his wife and children and to Mrs Newton and to cozen Gerrald Wagstaffe to each of them 
such Books as shalbe judged fitt for them Item I give to cozen Gerrald Waggstaffe one Riverius his practize of 
Phisicke in Lattin which is in my Studdy in two small volumes octavo ... 
[NOTE: In 1658 Clayton was the plaintiff in a court case regarding property in Maer and he is then 
probably the man christened on 15 Sep 1595 at Maer as son of William Clayton. It is also said that 
he was born at Coton Clanford in Seighford as son of William.] [NOTE: Richard Clayton may be 
confused with two contemporaries viz: Richard Clayton (vicar of Great Wilbraham, Cambs) c1596-? 
1647; and Richard Clayton (prebendary of Salisbury) D.D. c1603-1676.] 


George Cross M.A. (presbyterian minister of Clifton Campville) c1610-1665 B15 
Cross, born about 1610, is of unknown parentage. He studied at Oxford where about 1613 he was a 
student at St John's College. At Oxford he graduated B.A. on 27 Jan 1631.2 (M.A., 2 Nov 1634). He 
was perhaps qualified to be a presbyterian clergyman about 1637 for he is said to have "preached 
for 9 years without ordination". About 1646 he was classically ordained as a presbyterian 
clergyman by a London classis. Earlier he was chaplain to "Lady Scudamore" at Sutton Coldfield, 
Warwicks where he became a friend of Anthony Burgess c1606-1664 [ODNB] who had been 
instituted as rector there on 3 Nov 1635. "Lady Scudamore" was Ruth Hampden 1575-1649 sister 


of William Hampden of Great Hampden, Bucks 1570-1597 whose wife Elizabeth Cromwell was aunt 
of Oliver Cromwell the Protector 1599-1658. On 7 Aug 1646 the Committee for plundered ministers 
recommended the Westminster assembly of divines to appoint him as presbyterian minister of 
Clifton Campville rectory. However in Sep 1646 William Barton c1598-1678 (formerly vicar of 
Mayfield but then presbyterian minister of London St John Zachary) also petitioned (unsuccesfully) 
for this office. On 22 Apr 1647 Cross was appointed (? by the Committee) and was then described 
as a godly and orthodox divine and ordered to preach diligently to the parishioners. On 24 Sep 
1647 Cross's predecessor Henry Gilbert c1608-1664 wrote a letter warning parishioners not to pay 
tithes "to the present usurper yt they come to no damage when laws recover their force" and the 
same year (unsuccessfully) sued Cross for possession of the living. Probably late in 1654 Thomas 
Ford c1633-1678 moved to Staffordshire where he appears to have trained to become minister of 
Harlaston parochial curacy then (apparently) in the patronage of Cross (as presbyterian minister of 
Clifton Campville). Cross may have appointed him as parochial curate. (In 1658 Ford married Judith 
Cross sister of George). Apparently a committed presbyterian, Cross signed the Staffordshire 
testimony of Jul 1648 as "George Crosse Pastor of Clifton Camville". In Jun 1660 he continued in 
office as de facto rector. About Sep 1660 he was displaced in office by (the former rector) Henry 
Gilbert who alleged that he had never been paid his fifth. Cross and his family then moved to 
London where they lived with Richard Hampden 1631-1695 (grandson of William, above). In 1665 
the "Great Plague" broke out in London and Cross moved back to the Midlands. One of his children 
had been infected and died at the house of Samuel Shaw (presbyterian minister of Long Whatton, 
Leics) c1635-1695 who was then living at Cotes, Leics. Cross and his wife then moved to Basford, 
Notts. Shortly after both died here of the plague - first his wife and then Cross himself, aged about 
55, on 8 Aug 1665. Cross married about 1660 to Ann Whitehall c1637-1665 dau of Joseph Whitehall 
of Whitehall in Ipstones gentleman c1611-c1680 by whom he may have had 1 son and 1 daughter. 
Calamy records in 1713 "[Cross] Was a considerable Scholar, a judicious Divine, and a fervent 
Preacher; and had a clear Head, a solid Judgment, and a wonderful Memory. ... He was always 
averse to appearing from the Press, which made him not so well known to the World as some 
others, not superior to him in Abilities. " 


----- Davenport (?presbyterian minister of Newchapel) e1622.-.... B16 
Calamy records in 1702 that a "Mr Davenport" had been removed from Newchapel dependent 
parochial chapelry. He was probably only educated to literate grade. No other definite record of 
this man has been discovered. On 27 Feb 1656.7 John Davenport, then parish clerk of Kingsley, was 
appointed their parish register. In his will made on 6 Apr 1665 Samuel Hall (presbyterian minister 
of Barlaston) c1635-1665 QV requested that he "be carried to my place of buriall by [four] worthy 
friends" which included "Mr Davenport". 


Joseph Eccleshall B.A. (presbyterian minister of Sedgley) 1633-1692 B17 
Eccleshall, christened on 1 Dec 1633 at Kinver, was a son of Henry Eccleshall of Kinver c1603-1670 
and Eleanor. He studied at Cambridge where he was admitted a sizar at Emmanuel College on 21 
Jun 1650 and matriculated the same year. At Cambridge he graduated B.A. in 1653.4. He was 
presumably qualified to be a presbyterian clergyman by 1654 when he preached a "lecture sermon" 
at Dudley which was heard by some Sedgley parishioners. They requested their compliant minister 
William Parkes c1604-1656 "who was old and weak" to appoint Eccleshall as his assistant. Later 
that year he was appointed as presbyterian assistant minister and on 27 Oct 1654 was also 
appointed register. Parkes died in 1656. After presentation by Henry Stone of Walsall esquire 
c1605-1689 (a parliamentarian) Eccleshall was appointed presbyterian minister of Sedgley vicarage 
on 22 May 1657. In Jun 1660 he continued in office as de facto vicar. On 24 Aug 1662 he did not 
subscribe to The act of uniformity and was thus to be deprived. Calamy records in 1727: 
"Being single his Father and Mother liv'd with him and kept House and receiv'd what of the Dues was 
willingly brought in but sued none. He was of a strong Constitution and an obliging facetious pleasant 
Temper but very serious Laying to Heart the Worth of Souls and the great Number in the Parish he was the 
more unwearied in his Labours to do them good. This Parish contains nine Villages in it and is very populous 
by Reason of the Workers of Lime and Cole and Iron. It had been an Heathenish Place till Mr William 
Fenner's [William Fenner (vicar of Sedgley) c1600-1640] four Years Ministry there which was bless'd with 
the Conversion of many. And he being forc'd away and succeeded by a weak vicar Prophaneness and 
Ignorance abounded there at the Time of Mr Eccleshall's first coming among them. Laying therefore all 
worldly Concerns aside he set himself to his ministerial Work with Zeal Prudence and Diligence both in 
publick and private. In Publick he read the Scriptures and expounded them and catechiz'd their Youth and 
preach'd and pray'd with great Fervency and Affection. He had a Voice that reach'd to the farthest Part of the 
Church which was generally fill'd though it was inlarg'd after his coming by the building of a Gallery the 
Timber for which was given by Thomas Foley Esq. He would also expound the Word at their own Houses and 
the vicaridge too as Opportunity offer'd. And he was frequent also in personally instructing elder Persons 
especially before their Admission to the Sacrament and he would manage it in a most obliging Manner. A 
great Alteration ap pear'd both in the Numerousness of the Congregation and the Stop put to profane and 
irreligious Practices which before abounded among them. He preach'd Week day Lectures in neighbouring 


Parishes and sometimes had neighbouring Ministers to preach in his Church. He did not bring controversial 
Matters into the Pulpit but preached and press'd plain Scripture Truths in order to Conversion and 
Sanctification Salvation and Holiness. He rather chose to deal with Opinionists personally and answer their 
Doubts in private than confute their Notions publickly.When it became necessary he studied the Terms of 
Conformity and preach'd his Farewel Sermon on Aug 17 1662 to a large Congregation cover'd with Tears. 
And on Aug 24 none coming to officiate he went into the Pew pray'd and read Scripture expounded and 
preach'd and came there no more. 
After ejection Eccleshall stayed in Sedgley but moved to a house about one mile from the church. 
This might be the house of his father Henry who was assessed on 3 hearths in 1665. At this time he 
continued to attend church and in private also preached to and helped some of his old parishioners. 
Under The five mile act (31 Oct 1665), which prohibited nonconformist clergy from living in 
parishes where they had held a religious office since 1660, he was forced to move. He then moved 
back to his birthplace Kinver. Calamy records in 1727: 
[The act] forc'd him to Kinfare where he also preach'd in private and went afterwards with his Hearers to the 
publick Church to hear Mr Jonathan Newey a worthy Man who succeeded Mr Morton at Kinfare. [Richard 
Morton (presbyterian minister) 1637-1698 was ejected in 1662 and succeded by Jonathan Newey (parochial 
curate) ?1637-1716]. He came from thence secretly by Night to to his own People not daring to be seen by 
Day to do what Service he could and return'd back again by Night till the Rigour of the Times abated. 
Eccleshall had returned to Sedgley by 1669 when he was a teacher of a presbyterian conventicle 
held at his own house which attracted about 200 worshippers. The same year "Mr Eccleshall" was 
one of four preachers at a conventicle held at Coventry Leather Hall, Warwicks. As of Sedgley 
about Apr 1672 he applied to be licensed as a presbyterian teacher at the houses of William Keeling 
of Darlaston and John Hall of Birmingham, Warwicks. Then about Jun 1672 he was licensed at 
Keeling's house and his own house at Sedgley. (Contemporary records sometimes name him as 
Ralph.) Calamy records in 1727: 
Then he appear'd in publick and continu'd his ministerial Work among his old People with little Allowance 
from them living upon a little Estate of his own chiefly with Frugality and Care. There were two Meetings 
kept up in the Parish because of its Largeness at two or three Miles Distance and Mr Eccleshall administer'd 
the Sacrament in both. Here he continu'd his Service several Years till at last he was silenc'd by Death. 
The Common Fund survey of dissenting ministers taken about 1690 has under Staffordshire the 
entry "Ministers that may want a Supply - mr Eccleshall - At Sedgley where he was minister hath 
little." In his later years Eccleshall preached at a meeting house at Coseley probably a precursor of 
a chapel which was built in 1717 on Old Meeting Road in Old End later known as "Coseley Old 
Meeting House". Eccleshall died, aged 59, and was buried at Sedgley on 22 Dec 1692. His funeral 
sermon was preached by Henry Oasland (presbyterian minister of Bewdley, Worcs) 1625-1703 on 
[Zechariah 1:5] "Your fathers, where are they ?...". His will dated 24 Aug 1692 was proved under 
Lichfield on 17 Nov 1693. His personalty was valued at £235 and included "Bookes to the number 
180 £12". In his will he requests that payment be made to "an able sound preacher, or preachers in 
the meeting house at Coseley where I preached" and bequeathes "to such poor schollers as my 
Executors shall think fitt all my Latine & other books relating to contraversies, And all my other 
books of practical divinity I give to my said sonne Thomas Dudley, desireing his carefull perusall of 
them ...". Eccleshall married about 1663 to Martha (d 1670) by whom he had 1 daughter - Martha 
wife of Thomas Dudley of "The Greenhouse", Dudley. 


William Fincher (presbyterian minister of Wednesbury) c1628-1691 B18 
Fincher, born about 1628, was 7th son of John Fincher of Shell in Himbleton, Worcs "gentleman" 
c1583-c1663 and Elizabeth (Hanbury). He was probably only educated to literate grade. He was 
presumably qualified to be a presbyterian clergyman by 28 Feb 1654.5 when after presentation by 
Oliver Cromwell (Lord Protector) he was approved by the Commission for approbation of public 
preachers as presbyterian minister of Wednesbury vicarage. In 1657 he certified the fitness of 
candidates for the ministry. In 1659 he received an augmentation of £30 to his annual salary. In Jun 
1660 he continued in office as de facto vicar. On 2 Jan 1661.2 he paid a clerical subsidy of 6/8. On 
24 Aug 1662 he did not subscribe to The act of uniformity and was thus to be deprived. 
Subsequently he preached at Gornal in Sedgley. On 6 Sep 1665 Robert Greville 4th Baron Brooke 
of Beauchamps Court c1638-1677 (then Lord Lieutenant of Staffordshire) reported that he had 
"secured" four ejected ministers in Staffordshire - John Nott 1625-1702 QV, Richard Hincks e1622- 
1683 QV, Richard Hilton c1625-1706 QV and Fincher. That year Hilton and Fincher were both 
probably living at Walsall where "Richard Hilton" and "Mr Fincher" were both assessed on 3 
hearths. In 1669 Fincher, Hilton and five other named ministers were preachers at a conventicle 
held at the houses of Mrs Pearson, Mr Fowler and Mr Eves in Walsall. (In 1665 Richard Hilton was 
a neighbour of George Pearson - 6 hearths- whilst Fincher was a neighbour of Edward Eames ? 
recte Eves - 4 hearths). Also in 1669 Fincher was was a teacher of conventicles held at Darlaston 
and Wednesbury. Fincher then returned to live near his birthplace Himbleton where he preached at 
the home of his sister Sarah's husband Robert Mence. By 22 Jul 1672 he was living at Birmingham, 
Warwicks when he was licensed as a presbyterian teacher and his house was licensed as a meeting- 
place. On 6 Jul 1689 a chapel at Birmingham (later known as Birmingham Old Meeting House) was 


licensed in the names of (its first minister) William Turton (presbyterian minister of Rowley Regis) 
c1629-1716 QV, Thomas Baldwin (presbyterian minister of Clent) c1627-?1701 QV and Fincher. 
The Common Fund survey of dissenting ministers taken about 1690 has under Staffordshire the 
entry "Ministers that have a Competent Supply - Mr Wm Fincher - [ejected] Minister of 
Wednesbury- but the entry is scored out. In another entrry Baldwin and Fincher are together 
recorded as ministers "Att Birmingham, of one Congregation well provided for each of them £30 
per annum". Fincher died, aged about 63, and was buried on 27 Jul 1691 at Birmingham. His will 
made on 13 Jul 1691 was proved under PCC on 4 Dec 1691. His personalty was about £900. In his 
will he bequeathed his son Samuel "my house bible and pocket bible", his daughter Elizabeth "my 
bible which I com'only used in the Pulpit" and his daughter Catherine "my great bible". Fincher 
married first in 1655 at Kings Norton, Worcs to Elizabeth Cross of Staffs (d ?1684) by whom he had 
2 sons and 2 daughters. He married second about 2 May 1688 to Honor (widow of ----- Marston) (no 
known children). Calamy records in 1702 that Fincher was "a Godly Man and a good Preacher" and 
in 1727 he was "an heavenly good Man and of a most sweet Temper very humble and never seen in 
a Passion". Two of Fincher's older brothers were clergymen. George Fincher B.A. (rector of Acton 
Beauchamp, Worcs) c1610-c1675 complied during the presbyterian intrusion and conformed 
thereafter whilst Richard Fincher B.A. (presbyterian minister of Worcester All Saints-cum-St 
Nicholas) c1626-1693 was to be deprived in 1662 and then served as a presbyterian minister. 


Timothy Fox (presbyterian minister of Drayton Bassett) 1628-1710 B19 
Fox, born on 12 Oct 1628 and christened the same day at Birmingham, was 5th son of Edward Fox 
of Birmingham, Warwicks mercer c1573-1640 and Elizabeth Greisbrooke dau and heir of Hugh 
Greisbrooke of Hints c1546-1617. He was educated at Aston, Warwicks under John Bryan and at 
Birmingham under Mr Billingsley. He studied at Cambridge where he was admitted as a pensioner 
at Christ's College on 23 Mar 1646.7 and matriculated in 1647.8 but did not graduate. About 1650 
(although not aged 24) he was (apparently) classically ordained as a presbyterian minister by the 
Shropshire 4th (or Bradford North) Classis at Whitchurch. On 6 Jul 1650 he was presented by the 
Commissioners of the great seal as presbyterian minister of Drayton Bassett rectory in succession 
to John Buckbery ?1594-1649 whose daughter he married at Drayton Bassett on 26 Aug 1650. 
About 1650 he is said to have refused to make the statement of engagement expressing loyalty to 
the new regime. On 24 Feb 1651 when he compounded for first fruits his security was Thomas Fox 
of Tamworth doubtless his brother Thomas Fox 1623-1666 (sometime Colonel of the Parliamentary 
Army and M.P. for Tamworth). In Jun 1660 he continued in office as de facto rector. In Jan 1661.2 
he paid a clerical subsidy of £1. On 24 Aug 1662 he did not subscribe to The act of uniformity and 
was thus to be deprived. Shortly afterwards he moved to Tamworth. Calamy records in 1702 "[He] 
was put upon a New way to maintain his Wife, and Five small Children, and upon the Advice of 
Friends, he was encourag'd to settle in a Corporation near to him, where by his Pen, and help of 
Relations, he had a comfortable Livelihood". Under The five mile act (31 Oct 1665), which 
prohibited nonconformist clergy from entering within 5 miles of parliamentary corporations such as 
Tamworth, he was forced to move. Fox then rented a farm in Derbyshire perhaps at Ticknall where 
he was living by 1672 when, as a presbyterian, he was licensed to preach at his own house and at 
any other licensed place and his house was licensed as a presbyterian meeting place. Many years 
later in May 1684 Fox visited Derby and under The five mile act was imprisoned there. Calamy 
records in 1713 "Yet afterwards he was imprison'd in Derby Goal upon that Act, being 
Apprehended, not in any Exercise of Religion, but only coming to see his Son an Apprentice in that 
Town: He was taken up immediately ... and continu'd a Prisoner till the November following. He 
was Confin'd a second time [about Feb 1684.5] in Chester Goal, (with several other neighbouring 
Ministers and Gentlemen) being carry'd thither without any Cause of their Imprisonment assign'd. 
After a Months Confinement he was discharg'd, giving £600 Security for his good Behaviour; that 
is, being himself bound in £200 and his two Sureties each of them in the like Sum." Fox had moved 
to Caldwell, Derbys by 1689 when his house was certified at Derbyshire Quarter Sessions as a place 
of worship. The Common Fund survey of dissenting ministers taken about 1690 has under 
Staffordshire the entry "Ministers that have a Competent Supply - Mr Tim: Fox - [ejected Minister] 
Of Drayton Bassett - able to goe abroad every Lords day 4. 5. or 6 miles for 9/0 or 7/0 pr day and 
horse hire paid out of it" and under Derbyshire two entries: (1) Ministers that have a competent 
supply - Mr Tim: Fox ... An aged Ejected minister preaches at Severall places and (2) Ministers that 
[?have] a Supply - Mr Tim: Fox ... An aged ejected minister, preaches once a mo at Hartshorn ... At 
Hartshorn he had a quarter part of a payment made to Richard Chantry QV. On 4 May 1691 he was 
reported as preaching at Appleby, Leics "one Sabbath in the month". Fox died, aged 82, on 30 May 
1710 probably at Caldwell. His will made on 2 Apr 1707 was proved under Lichfield on 17 Nov 
1710. His personalty was valued at £312/6/6 and included "Item Books in Study £10". Fox married 
first on 26 Aug 1650 at Drayton Bassett to Lettice Buckbery 1634-1665 dau of John Buckbery 
(rector of Drayton Bassett) ?1594-1649 by whom he had 4 sons and 3 daughters. He married 
second about 1670 to Frances Richardson c1642-1712 dau of John Richardson and widow of 


Francis Ward (parochial curate of Ticknall, Derbys) c1638-?1667 by whom he had 1 son and 2 
daughters. 


William Grace M.A. (compliant minister of Shenstone) ?1609-1699 B20 
Grace, born about 1609 (? and christened on 29 Feb 1608.9 at Desford) was probably 3rd son of 
Thomas Grace of Desford, Leics c1561-.... and Joan (Greene). He studied at Cambridge where in 
Easter 1627 he matriculated as a sizar from Clare College. At Cambridge he graduated B.A. in 
1629.30 (M.A., 1633). He was presumably ordained deacon and priest before 11 or 20 May 1635 
when after presentation by the Crown (on 15 Apr) he was instituted vicar of Shenstone. Shortly 
after 5 Feb 1643.4 he was appointed compliant minister of Rearsby, Leics in succession to the 
rector Cadwallader Jones c1618-?1676 who had refused to sign the Solemn league and covenant 
and was consequently removed. At Shenstone he may have jointly continued but Arthur Walker is 
said to have been in office here cJan 1651.2 and on 20 Jul 1655 Gamaliel Tunstall ?1629-1668 was 
admitted as presbyterian minister. Whilst at Rearsby Grace was on 3 Jun 1658 an Assistant 
Commissioner for the ejection of scandalous ministers in Leicestershire and in 1658 and 1659 
signed the Leicestershire Addresses to Richard Cromwell. Here he was described as "a serious 
humble grave Person well esteemed of by his Parish but especially by Major Hubbart and his 
Family for the Holiness of his Life and his edifying Preaching." In Jun 1660 he continued in office as 
de facto rector of Rearsby but was displaced when by An act for the confirming and restoring of 
ministers (13 Sep 1660) Jones was restored as rector in 1660 and (again) instituted on 2 Nov 1660. 
At about the same time, probably by the same act, Grace was restored as vicar of Shenstone and 
may have displaced Tunstall who was still in office in 1659. However Calamy records in 1713 that " 
[Tunstall] was not a Non conformist but Ejected for a scandalous Life." At Shenstone Grace paid a 
clerical subsidy of 5/0 in Jan 1661.2 but on 24 Aug 1662 he did not subscribe to The act of 
uniformity and was thus to be deprived. Pearse writes in 1683: 
"Mr. Grace, upon his Ejectment from his Living, on which he lived comfortably, was with his Wife and eleven 
Children reduced to Straits. Hoping to get some Supplies of Maintenance, he took a Farm of about Thirty 
Pounds per an. ... He was in a short time after his other Troubles, apprehended by Justices, and, with many of 
his Hearers, bound over, which was very chargeable. Not long after, he was sent for by a Party of Horse, 
called out of his Bed, and carried Prisoner to Stafford, for what he knew not, nor was ever told. He being 
unable to bear the Charge of his imprisonment, made application to the Deputy-Lieutenants, was forced to 
give in Bond of a hundred Pounds, to appear when called. He was dismissed, after many hard Speeches, but 
no Charge laid against him." 
In 1665 he was assessed on 4 hearths at Footherly in Shenstone. That year he was presented by the 
churchwardens for holding conventicles in his house. Under The five mile act (31 Oct 1665), which 
prohibited nonconformist clergy from entering within 5 miles of parliamentary corporations such as 
Lichfield (which Shenstone bordered) he was forced to move "five Miles from the Corporation, to a 
Place where he lived at great Costs and Charges, separated from his dear Relations, and his Farm 
left to the management of Servants, which proved exceedingly to his Loss. He moved to Syston, 
Leics where he paid hearth tax in 1666. About this time he paid a visit to Lichfield “but the Zeal of 
some [at Lichfield] growing so hot, that one Mr. Grace, an aged worthy Minister, coming to Town, they made 
search for him, which he escaped, leaving his Horse in his Inn, and escaping on foot ...” In 1669 he was a 
teacher of a presbyterian conventicle held at Rearsby, Leics which attracted about 20 worshippers 
and on 10 Jun 1672 was licensed as a presbyterian teacher at the house of John Panell of Rugeley. 
He then returned to Shenstone. In his will written on 3 Jul 1677 Thomas Minors of Lichfield mercer 
bequeathed £10 to "Mr William Grace senior of Shenston". The Common Fund survey of dissenting 
ministers taken about 1690 has under Staffordshire the entry " Ministers that have a Competent 
Supply - Mr Wm Grace - [ejected Minister] Of Shenston - but the entry is scored out. A second entry 
reads "Ministers that may want a Supply - mr Grace ejected - At Shenston, is blind and Indigent, 
can goe noe where to preach." Whilst at Shenstone he did receive (1690-9) £5 pa from the Common 
Fund. In Jun 1697 his son Robert (then vicar of Shenstone) called his father "the most conformable 
person in his parish at prayers and receiving the sacrament". Grace died, aged about 90, on 6 Nov 
1699 and was buried at Shenstone on 10 Nov. His son Job erected a monument to his parents in the 
church (below). Grace married on 23 Jun 1635 at Newton Regis, Warwicks to Joan Wolley c1617- 
1669 dau of Thomas Wolley of Newton Regis/Newton in the Thistles, Warwicks "gentleman" c1587- 
1635 (and Joyce Purefoy dau of Francis Purefoy of Caldecote, Warwicks gentleman c1564-1613) by 
whom he probably had 8 sons and 3 daughters. Joan's family had influential relations. Her father 
Thomas was a kinsman (probably a first cousin) of Gilbert Sheldon (Archbishop of Canterbury) 
1588-1677. Her mother Joyce was a sister of William Purefoy of Caldecote, Warwicks gentleman 
c1584-1659 who was a prominent parliamentarian and a regicide and also a cousin of both Henry 
Grey 10th Earl of Kent 1594-1651 and his sister "Lady" Magdalen Grey (wife of John Browne of 
Stretton-en-le-Field, Leics c1581-1669) who were the children of her aunt Joyce Purefoy (wife of 
Anthony Grey 9th Earl of Kent 1557-1643). Calamy records in 1727 "[Grace] was nearly related to 
Archbishop Sheldon to whom Applications were made for his poor distress'd Family but no Relief 
could be obtained there unless Mr Grace would conform which if he would yield to great Things 


were promis'd But this mov'd him not to act against his Conscience Some time after (I am inform'd) 
the Bishop recover'd so much Humanity as to take some Care o' two of the Children". A later writer 
records "[Grace's sons] Job and Robert were educated at the expence of [? the family of] Henry 
Grey, earl: of Kent, their relation on the mother's side, who also sent them to the university of 
Cambridge, and supported them there seven years, till they had taken their degrees of Master of 
Arts. ... The reverend William Grace had also three daughters, who fell, likewise into good hands, 
for lady Magdalen, sister of Henry earl of Kent, ... in the time of their father's distress, took them 
under her protection either till her death, or till some provision was made for them, and [they] 
married ...". Two of Grace's sons became anglican clergymen: Robert Grace M.A. (vicar of 
Shenstone) c1639-1727 and Job Grace M.A. (Treasurer of Lichfield) c1641-1719. 
(Shenstone church, M.I. ) "[Greek quotation] Quod reliquum est Gulielmi Grace, A.M. | huiusque Ecclesize 
ritu Anglicano olim | vicarii, hic reconditur. | Juxta jacet Joanna Grace, praefati Gulielmi conjux unica. | E 
vivis excessit; illa anno | a Christo nato MDCLXVIII, | ætatis suze preeter propter LII; | Nonagenarius ille & 
ultra decessit | tandem et in fide Christi obdormivit, | VII idus Novembris, æræ Christianaee MDCXCIX | J. 
Grace, ecclesiæ cathedralis Lichfield Thesaurarius, | eiudemque Gulielmi ex Joanna filius, | hunc lapidem 
sepulchralem pariter ac inscriptum | in memoriam parentum posuit, sacravit." 


John Greensmith M.A. (presbyterian minister of Colwich) ?1629-1666 B21 
Greensmith, born about 1629 (? and christened on 23 Aug 1629 at Birmingham) was probably son 
of Thomas Greensmith of Birmingham, Warwicks skinner c1599-1649 and Jane. He studied at 
Oxford where on 29 Jan 1648.9 he matriculated as a commoner from Magdalen Hall. At Oxford he 
graduated B.A. on 16 Nov 1651 (M.A., 30 Jun 1654). He was presumably qualified to be a 
presbyterian clergyman by 31 May 1654 when after presentation by Oliver Cromwell (Lord 
Protector) he was approved by the Commission for approbation of public preachers as presbyterian 
minister of Colwich vicarage. Apparently the same day the Trustees for maintenance granted him 
an augmentation of £80 to his annual salary of £20 which was paid for about five years. On 28 Aug 
1654 he was appointed an Assistant Commissioner for the ejection of scandalous ministers in 
Staffordshire. On 22 Aug 1655 it was ordered that he be classically ordained as a presbyterian 
clergyman by the Derbyshire Wirksworth Classis at Kniveton. (The previous day he had preached a 
sermon and defended his thesis "An detur peccatum regnans in eternatis".) On 27 Jul 1659 
Augustine Schoolecroft 1633-1700 is noted as his assistant minister. About 1657 to 1660 
Greensmith was a lecturer at Stafford St Mary. In Jun 1660 he continued in office as de facto vicar 
of of Colwich. On 24 Aug 1662 he did not subscribe to The act of uniformity and was thus to be 
deprived. He probably lived on at Colwich until he died, aged about 37, and was buried here on 22 
Aug 1666. His nuncupative will was made on 25 Jun 1666 and proved under Lichfield on 17 Jul 
1667. He bequeathed his books to Schoolecroft (above) who had been instituted vicar of Colwich in 
Feb 1662.3 and on 6 Dec 1666 at Colwich married Sarah Greensmith ?1633-1687 (doubtless John's 
sister). Greensmith may not have married. 


Ralph Hall (parochial curate of Maer) e1604-1685 B22 
Hall, born perhaps about 1604, is of unknown parentage. He and his first wife were probably living 
in Cheshire about 1635 when their son was born. Hall was probably only educated to literate grade. 
He was presumably qualified to be a presbyterian clergyman by 6 Jun 1648 when as minister of 
Knutsford (in Rostherne), Cheshire he signed the Cheshire Attestation. On 29 Jul 1648 he petitioned 
the House of Commons. About 1650 he is said to have refused to make the statement of 
engagement expressing loyalty to the new regime. On 14 Nov 1654 as "late of Knottesford in the 
Countie of Chester, Clerke" he was appointed presbyterian minister of Newcastle parochial 
chapelry by Newcastle borough council in succession to Joseph Sond. He was to have an annual 
salary of £60 and free accommodation (or an extra £5 pa). In addition he might procure an 
augmentation. On 7 Mar 1654.5 he was appointed a burgess of Newcastle for his life and on 19 Jun 
1655 he was given the "the Fees belonging to the church". On 26 Oct 1655 he was approved by the 
Commission for approbation of public preachers and about this time the Trustees for maintenance 
granted him an augmentation of £50 to his annual salary which was paid for about five years. On 5 
Nov 1656 he was to rent (a piece of land) "Parsons Flatt" for three years. By Jun 1658 a serious 
disagreement apparently about tithes and augmentations arose between the council and Hall and 
on 29 Sep 1659 the council decided to remove him. The minutes read "Propounded a second tyme 
whether Mr Hall were unfitt to stay in this place by reason of his actings. It was agreed that he is 
unfitt and that he should remove and have his money payd him that is due unto him." He likely left 
soon after but on 4 Apr 1660, as a life burgess, was still a Newcastle elector. About Jan 1661.2 he 
succeded William Dicken c1620-1682 as parochial curate of Maer and that month paid a clerical 
subsidy of 5/0. On 24 Aug 1662 he did not subscribe to The act of uniformity and was thus to be 
deprived. Shortly afterwards he moved to Chester "where he was Pastor of that Congregation of 
Dissenters who afterwards invited Mr Matthew Henry, to be their Pastor". Under The five mile act 
(31 Oct 1665) which prohibited nonconformist clergy from entering within 5 miles of parliamentary 


corporations such as Chester he was imprisoned in Chester City or Northgate Prison. Whilst in 
prison he converted a convicted murderer. An account of this event was written in 1716: 
The Soldier's Name was Spooner, one that had been a very loose and profligate Man and was concerned with 
others in a drunken Riot, in which a poor Man lost his Life. Mr Hall ... was sent a Prisoner ... for six Months, 
for no other Fault than preaching the Gos[plel; but God sent him thither for good to this poor Criminal, who 
lay in the Gall of Bitterness and Bond of Iniquity. Mr Hall found him very ignorant and stupid but God was 
pleased to bless the serious Discourse he had with him, and the fervent Prayers he put up to God with him 
and for him; Conscience was awakened to purpose, and God sealed his Instruction; a wonderful Change was 
wrought in him in a little time, and he made such a Declaration of the Manner of God's Working upon his 
Soul when he came to die, and of the Benefit he had received by Mr Hall's Instruction and Prayers, as very 
much affected all that heard him, and indeed filled the whole City with wonder, every one looking upon him 
as such another Monument of Freegrace as the Thief on the Cross, and glorifying God on his Behalf; that 
good old Minister thought his six Months Imprisonment abundantly compensated by being an Instrument of 
so much Good to a precious Soul, that was in so much danger of perishing for ever. 
In 1672 he was licensed to be a presbyterian teacher at his own house at Weaverham, Cheshire and 
his houses there and at Grange Lane, Chester were licensed as meeting-places. By 1681 Hall had 
moved to Little Budworth, Cheshire where he died, aged about 81, and was buried on 21 Dec 1685. 
His will made on 7 Jun 1681 was proved under Chester on 13 Feb 1685.6. In his will his wife is "to 
take ten of my English bookes" and he mentions his grandson Samuel Hall who he hoped "would 
make an emin't instrument of his [God's] glory ". This was Samuel Hall (?presbyterian minister of 
Tiverton, Devon) 1662-1730 who was the younger son of Ralph's son Samuel Hall (presbyterian 
minister of Barlaston) c1635-1665 QV who predeceased his father. Hall married first about 1634 to 
a woman by whom he had 1 son (Samuel). He married second on 22 Oct 1661 at Swynnerton to 
Susan Beard (d 1679) (no known children) and third about 1681 to Hester (no known children). Hall 
was most probably the author of Quakers principles quaking ... (1656) which had a preface written 
by Zachariah Crofton (then presbyterian minister of London St Botolph's Aldgate) c1626-1672. A 
reply to the book was written by William Anderson of Liverpool later the same year. 
- Ralph Hall Quakers principles quaking: or, pretended light proved darkness, and perfections found to be 
greatest imperfections. in an answer to a written paper, subscribed with the name of Thomas Holme, and 
scattered through the country about Liverpool in Lancashire. London: Printed by R. I. and are to be sold by 
Edm. Paxton, neer Doctors Commons, and Tho. Parkhurst, over against the great Conduit in Cheapside 
(1656) [NOTE: The book has a seven page preface entitled "Unto the christian reader, especially the 
inhabitants about Liverpool, and Walton in Lancashire" signed "Zach[ariah]. Crofton April 17. 1656" 
- William Anderson of Liverpool, Lancashire An answer to a book titled "Quaker's principles quaking", 
subscribed by the name of one Ralph Hale[sic], with an Epistle (so called) to the Reader, subscribed with the 
name of one Zachariah Crofton. London Printed for Giles Calvert, and are to be sold at his shop at the Black 
Spread-Eagle, near the west end of Pauls (1656) 


Samuel Hall B.A. (presbyterian minister of Barlaston) c1633-1665 B23 
Hall, born about 1633 in Cheshire, was a son of Ralph Hall (later presbyterian minister of 
Newcastle) e1604-1685 QV. He studied at Cambridge where on 14 May 1652 he was admitted sizar 
at Jesus College and matriculated the same year. He was tutored by Thomas Woodcock. At 
Cambridge he graduated B.A. in 1655.6. He was presumably qualified to be a presbyterian 
clergyman by 19 Sep 1656 when after nomination by the Trustees for maintenance he was to be 
approved by the Commission for approbation of public preachers as presbyterian minister of 
Barlaston independent parochial chapelry - and was admitted on 26 Sep. On 16 Sep 1657 he was 
classically ordained as a presbyterian minister by Shropshire 4th (or Bradford North) Classis at 
Prees together with Philip Henry (presbyterian minister of Worthenbury, Flints) c1630-1696. Whilst 
at Barlaston he received an augmentation (previously paid to his predecessor) of £50 to his annual 
salary. In Jun 1660 he continued in office as de facto parochial curate. In Jan 1661.2 he paid a 
clerical subsidy of 3/0. On 24 Aug 1662 he did not subscribe to The act of uniformity and was thus 
to be deprived. His house at Barlaston had been assessed on one hearth but in 1665 it was 
recorded "but now the house puld downe". By that year Hall was living at Olton in Stone where he 
died, aged about 32, and was buried on 12 Apr 1665 (perhaps as requested in the chancel) at 
Stone. His will made on 6 Apr 1665 was proved under Lichfield on 1 Aug 1665. Hall married on 26 
Oct 1656 at Newcastle to Alice Smith by whom he had 2 sons. Both these sons - Jonathan and 
Samuel - are mentioned in his will and also in his father's will where it is hoped Samuel "would 
make an emin't instrument of his [God's] glory ". This was Samuel Hall (?presbyterian minister of 
Tiverton, Devon) 1662-1730. Calamy records in 1727 that Hall "had the Reputation of a very pious 
Person, and an excellent Preacher, as well as of a good Scholar; the latter of which is justif'd by 
some Manuscripts in the Hands of his Son ..." In his will Hall asked that he "be carried to my place 
of buriall by my worthy friends Mr Goddard Mr Swynfen Mr Mott & Mr Davenport". The latter 
three men are probably Richard Swinfen (presbyterian minister of Mavesyn Ridware) 1630-1691 
QV, John Mott (presbyterian minister of Kings Bromley) e1623-1671 QV and ----- Davenport 
(minister of Newchapel) QV. 


Richard Hilton B.A.(presbyterian minister of West Bromwich) c1625-1706 B24 
Hilton, born about 1625, was a son of Richard Hilton of Bloxham, Oxon "gentleman" c1581-?1657. 
He studied at Oxford where on 9 Apr 1641 he matriculated as a commoner from Christ Church. At 
Oxford he was created B.A. "by virtue of the chancellor's letter" on 17 Dec 1644. He was 
presumably qualified to be a presbyterian clergyman by 30 Jul 1648 when he was in office as 
presbyterian minister of West Bromwich independent parochial chapelry. About 1656 the Trustees 
for maintenance granted him an augmentation of £20 to his annual salary. In Jun 1660 he continued 
in office as de facto parochial curate. On 24 Aug 1662 he did not subscribe to The act of uniformity 
and was thus to be deprived. On 6 Sep 1665 Robert Greville 4th Baron Brooke of Beauchamps 
Court c1638-1677 (then Lord Lieutenant of Staffordshire) reported that he had "secured" four 
ejected ministers in Staffordshire - John Nott 1625-1702 QV, Richard Hincks e1622-1683 QV, 
Hilton and William Fincher c1628-1691 QV. That year Hilton and Fincher were both probably living 
at Walsall where "Richard Hilton" and "Mr Fincher" were both assessed on 3 hearths. In 1669 
Fincher, Hilton and five other named ministers were preachers at a conventicle held at the houses 
of Mrs Pearson, Mr Fowler and Mr Eves in Walsall. (In 1665 Richard Hilton was a neighbour of 
George Pearson - 6 hearths- whilst Fincher was a neighbour of Edward Eames ?recte Eves - 4 
hearths). On 18 Nov 1672 Hilton was licensed as a presbyterian teacher at West Bromwich. Hilton 
is said to have been sometime chaplain to Philip Foley of Prestwood in Kingswinford Esquire 1648- 
1716 (who married in 1670 Penelope Paget dau of William Paget 6th Baron Paget of Beaudesert 
1609-1678). The Common Fund survey of dissenting ministers taken about 1690 has under 
Staffordshire the entry "Ministers that have a Competent Supply - Mr Richd Hilton ejected - 
Maintaines a Lecture att Wassall, hath little assistance though many able men in the towne is 
minister of Brenuvieh Bromwich{sic]". By 1693 he was living at Walsall where his house was 
licensed for worship in 1693. On 4 Mar 1705.6 he was reported to the Fund Board as "old above 80" 
and having an assistant John Godly to whom a grant of £6 was paid until 1729. Hilton died, aged 
about 81, and was buried on 16 Sep 1706 at Walsall. His will made on 1 Oct 1705 was proved under 
Lichfield on 9 Oct 1706. In his will he bequeathes various books (below). His personalty was valued 
at £51 and included "Item the Books in the Studdy £10". Hilton married at an unknown date 
(perhaps about 1665) to Hannah (no known children). She survived him. Calamy records in 1713 
that Hilton "was a good Scholar, a judicious Divine ... A Man of great simplicity and plain 
heartedness; and a very profitable substantial Preacher. ... He was generally respected, even by the 
worst of Men; being retir'd, and charitable, and inoffensive in his whole Carriage. In the close of his 
Days, being ask'd about his Nonconformity, he profess'd an intire Satisfaction in it; hop'd GOD 
would enable him to do the same again, if it were then to be done. He liv'd in Self-denial among a 
poor People, doing good both to their Souls and Bodies; and when dying, shew'd his great concern 
for their future Provision and spiritual Welfare." Hilton had an older brother John Hilton M.A. 
(parochial curate of Great Barr) c1611-1684 who was ordained as an anglican and subscribed to 
The act of uniformity. John states in his will "I give unto my brother Mr Richard Hilton of Walsall (if 
he shall be living after me) all my Latin books and all my papers & wrightings which doe not 
concern my estate". Richard Hilton states in his will "I give Mr Baxters Christiane Directory, & Mr 
Clarks Annotations on the Bible to my Cosen Richard Hilton. Likewise I give to my cosen Georg 
Bret ten books or volumes set down in a scedule hereunto annexed if he doe demand them within a 
year after my decease. All the rest of my Books I leave and give to Samuel Hunt of Coventry the 
younger, if he be bred up to the Ministry, or otherwise to be disposed of ... " As mentioned above 
his books were valued at £10. The two named books in his will were likely: Richard Baxter A 
christian directory: Or, a summ of practical theologie, and cases of conscience ... (1673) and 
Samuel Clark The holy bible, containing the old testament and the new: With annotations and 
parallel Scriptures ... (1690). The "scedule" lists the following ten volumes: 
Marcerus his Commentary on Job, Proverbs of Salomon Ecclessiastes one volume | Spanhemij Dubia 
Evangelica two volumes [Friderici Spanhemii Dubia Evangelica] | Bishop Rainolds works one volume 
[Edward Reynolds The works of Edw. Reynolds] / Cartwright on the Proverbs [Thomas Cartwright On the 
proverbs (1684)] | Pareus on Genesis, on the Ep: to the Romans three-€ on the Revelation three volumes 
[Davis Pareus Genesis (1609); David Pareus In divinam ad Romanos S. Pauli ap. epistolam commentarius 
(1609); David Pareus A commentary upon the divine Revelation of the apostle and evangelist John] / Calvins 
Institutions [John Calvin Institutes of Christian Religion] / Mollerus on the Psalms [? Johannes Mollerus] | 
Opera Fulgentij one volume [Opera Fulgentii (1520)] 


Richard Hincks (presbyterian minister of Tipton) e1622-1683 B25 
Hincks, born perhaps about 1622, is of unknown parentage. He was probably only educated to 
literate grade. 

He was presumably qualified to be a presbyterian clergyman by 1650 when he was in office as 
presbyterian ?assistant minister of Pensax, Worcs. On 25 Jun 1651 he was appointed presbyterian 
assistant minister of Wolverhampton. In Winter 1651.2 he was presbyterian minister of Bilston 
independent parochial chapelry and in 1652 presbyterian minister of Tipton independent parochial 
chapelry. In 1648 the royalist ironmaster Dud Dudley ALIAS Tomlinson of Tipton gentleman c1599- 


1684 absconded and his estates were probably sequestered. Perhaps after 1652 Hincks purchased 
one of these estates but at the restoration in 1660 the purchase was declared fraudulent rendering 
Hincks insolvent. By late 1656 as "Minister at Tipton" he was a member of the Worcestershire 
Association. In 1656 the Trustees for maintenance sometimes granted him an augmentation of £10 
to his annual salary. The augmentation had been increased to £20 by 1658. In Oct 1659 he is said 
to have assisted in raising soldiers for the army of parliamentary general John Lambert 1619-1684 
who attempted (unsuccessfully) to stop George Monck (Jater 1st Duke of Albemarle) 1608-1670 - 
then in favour of the restoration of the monarchy - marching on London. In Jun 1660 he continued 
in office as de facto parochial curate. In a petition from Tipton to the Crown dated 7 Jan 1660.1 he 
is described "as a person notoriously disaffected to His Majesty and his government". Subsequent 
proceedings at Stafford Assizes continued until 21 Jul 1662 when he was acquitted as not guilty. On 
24 Aug 1662 he did not subscribe to The act of uniformity and was thus to be deprived from Tipton. 
On 20 Jan 1662.3 John Taylor e1623-1673 was licensed as parochial curate of Tipton. He probably 
also served as parochial curate of Bilston. At Tipton Taylor is said to have allowed Hincks "to live in 
the parsonage-house, upon easy terms". In fact as a parochial chapelry Bilston would not have had 
a parsonage (as such) so that the house involved may have been Taylor's personal property. In 1665 
Hincks was assessed on 4 hearths at Tipton. On 6 Sep 1665 Robert Greville 4th Baron Brooke of 
Beauchamps Court c1638-1677 (then Lord Lieutenant of Staffordshire) reported that he had 
"secured" four ejected ministers in Staffordshire - John Nott 1625-1702 QV, Hincks, Richard Hilton 
c1625-1706 QV and William Fincher c1628-1691 QV. In 1669 Hincks was probably a teacher of 
conventicles held at Darlaston and at Sedgley (where he is called William). On 5 Sep 1672 he was 
licensed as a congregational teacher and his house at Tipton was licensed for congregational 
worship. After Taylor's death in 1673 Hincks moved to the parish of Old Swinford, Worcs where he 
likely lived in the township of Stourbridge. Hincks died, probably aged about 61, and was buried on 
22 Dec 1683 at Old Swinford. He married on 29 Nov 1652 at Tipton to Elizabeth Clare (d 1684) by 
whom he had 7 sons. Calamy records in 1727 "And tho before the Change of the Times he was 
warm and hot yet he then became very cool and moderate and ... died in great Amity with 
Christians of various Denominations in the County of Stafford". 


George Long M.D. (parochial curate of Newcastle) c1629-1712 B26 
Long, born about 1629 in London, is of unknown parentage. He studied at Cambridge where on 2 
Jun 1646 he was admitted as a sizar at Trinity College. At Cambridge he graduated B.A. in 1649.50 
(M.A.) 1653. In 1650 he was elected a fellow of Trinity College and served until 1660 when "He was 
turn'd out of Trinity upon Dr Fern's coming in Master, at the Restauration." Henry Ferne 1602-1662 
was granted the mastership on 29 Apr 1660 but only served after 3 Aug 1660. About this time he 
was presumably qualified to be a presbyterian clergyman for after occasionally preaching at 
Newcastle, he was invited probably by Newcastle borough council to become their minister. In Jan 
1661.2 he was in office as parochial curate of Newcastle and paid a clerical subsidy of 10/0. On 24 
Aug 1662 he did not subscribe to The act of uniformity and was thus to be deprived. In the 
following years he probably studied medicine. On 4 Jul 1668 he was admitted as a medical student 
at Leyden and there he graduated M.D. on 12 Jul 1668 with the thesis “De convulsione et motibus 
convulsivis". He dedicated his thesis to a cousin George Long and a relative Kenerick Eyton. 
(Kenrick Eyton of Eyton, Denbighs gentleman c1638-1709, who married in London in 1666, was 
father of Kenrick Eyton of Eyton, Denbighs gentleman 1670-1718 who was admitted to Trinity 
College in 1689.) By 1669 Long was living at Leicester where on 22 Jul 1672 he was licensed as a 
general presbyterian teacher and in Nov 1673 had a son christened. He may shortly after have 
returned to Newcastle but under The five mile act (31 Oct 1665), which prohibited nonconformist 
clergy from entering within 5 miles of parliamentary corporations such as Newcastle, he was forced 
to move. Calamy records in 1713 "In some time he settled again in Newcastle, and met with great 
Difficulties. He was indicted at the Assizes for living in a Corporation, and forc'd to remove when he 
had Seven Children, not knowing whither to go. Attempting to settle at Birmingham, he was 
Prosecuted there also, till he was forc'd to leave the Land. He fled to Ireland, and continu'd there 
for some time." By 2 Jun 1680 Long had probably returned to England when he received a bequest 
of £1 asa "needy minister" from Philip Henry presbyterian minister c1630-1696. About 1684 he is 
said to have "Visited Chester and administered the Lord's Supper occasionally". He may have been 
living in Darlington, Durhams when on 31 Oct 1689 he wrote a letter to Lord Wharton asking him 
"to speak to the King about the immoral conduct of the army at Darlington". The Common Fund 
survey of dissenting ministers taken about 1690 records Long at Darlington as a minister with "A 
competent Supply" [with] "A congregation Setled, well provided for" and also at Coventry, 
Warwicks "well maintained". About 1692 he returned to Newcastle "and continu'd his Labours 
there, even beyond the Powers of Nature. till Memory and Intellectuals quite fail'd." The Common 
Fund made him annual grants here from 1700 until midsummer 1705 when he retired and was then 
granted £4 for life. He subsequently moved to Bristol, Glos where he died, aged about 83, on 26 
Dec 1712 and was buried on 29 Dec at Bristol St James. Long married, perhaps about 1663, to 


Lydia (d 1704) by whom he had (perhaps) 4 sons and 3 daughters. Nathaniel Long (presbyterian 
minister of Farnham, Surrey and Wrexham, Denbighs) c1674-1706 was one of his sons. A 
contemporary namesake and possible kinsman George Long (presbyterian minister of Bath, Soms) 
c1623-1665 also had a son Nathaniel. 


Thomas Miles (presbyterian minister of Lichfield St Chad) e1618..... B27 
Miles, born perhaps about 1618, is of unknown parentage. He was probably only educated to 
literate grade. He was presumably qualified to be a presbyterian clergyman by 30 Sep 1648 when 
the Committee for plundered ministers appointed him presbyterian minister of Onecote parochial 
curacy and granted an augmentation of £20 to his annual salary. He served as presbyterian 
minister of Bradbourne, Derbys from 1650 to 1656. On 27 ?Aug 1656 he was approved by the 
Commissioners for the approbation of public preachers as presbyterian minister of Lichfield St 
Chad dependent parochial chapelry. In early Jun 1660 he continued here as de jure parochial 
curate. He did not subscribe to The act of uniformity and was thus to be deprived on 24 Aug 1662. 
Miles continued to live in Lichfield. Under The five mile act (31 Oct 1665), which prohibited 
nonconformist clergy from entering within 5 miles of parliamentary corporations such as Lichfield, 
he was forced to move. Pearse writes in 1683: 
He left his Living in the City of L. where he had been a Minister some Years, having a Wife and several 
Children, lost £80 per an. and £40 which should have been paid to him in the beginning of the Year, and ina 
low Estate left his Living: Yet he continued in Town, living upon meer Providence, till the Oxford Act [The five 
mile act (31 Oct 1665)] came out. Then he was forced to leave Wife and Children, being scarce free from an 
almost deadly Cold, which he thought would put an end to his Life, continuing about three Months upon him. 
He saw not Wife nor Children after that in eleven Weeks, and durst not come to them publickly in eighteen 
Months, or thereabouts, and having no Dwelling-place abroad, journeyed in that time (as he thinks) thirteen 
score Miles on foot, from place to place. If at any time he should steal home by Night, he was in great fear 
and danger, and durst not stir out of his Chamber; and whenever he went out again, he went either very late, 
or very early, and sometimes on a sudden, for fear of being taken. After that time he made bold to come 
home; but the Zeal of some growing so hot, that one Mr. Grace, an aged worthy Minister, coming to Town, 
they made search for him, which he escaped, leaving his Horse in his Inn, and escaping on foot: Then Mr. M. 
thought it unsafe for him to stay, and made haste away the next day, and durst not return in a long time. One 
time he was sent for to a Magistrate that lay sick, and continued his Night-Visits for a Fortnight; but the 
Evening before he died, he was sent for in haste by Day-light; and because he was seen to go to the 
Magistrate's House, he was complained of to the chief Magistrate of the Town, by a Curate, which made him 
hasten away next morning, (Saturday): The chief Magistrate was so kind as to send notice to his Wife, on the 
Evening of the Sabbath, that her Husband should be gone, for some had been twice with him for a Warrant. 
After this he absented long. He was cited into the Ecclesiastical Court, for baptizing his own Child. One time 
as he was going along the Street, one cried out to the Town-Clerk, who went after him, Do you see the Rogue 
Mr. R. do you see the Rogue ? He is before you: But God was pleased to give the Town-Clerk another Heart 
than to apprehend him. But this made him be much from home, and walk the Streets very sparingly. He hath 
been forced into the Country in Snow and Rain, to preach before day, and to shift from House to House 
before day, for fear of a Magistrate in the Country, who hath said, he would have him dead or alive. And so 
not daring to be in the City, nor to appear in the Country, in that Magistrate's reach, he hath been 
constrained to retire into the Fields and Solitudes, to keep Sabbath all alone. 
In 1668 he was assessed on 2 hearths in the parish of Lichfield St Mary. In 1669 he was a teacher 
of conventicle held at Walsall and about Jun 1672, as of Lichfield, was licensed as a general 
presbyterian teacher. The Common Fund survey of dissenting ministers taken about 1690 has 
under Staffordshire the entry "Ministers that have a Competent Supply - Mr Tho: Miles - [ejected 
Minister] Of Litchfield - able to goe abroad every Lords day 4. 5. or 6 miles for 9/0 or 7/0 pr day and 
horse hire paid out of it". No further record has been discovered. Miles married about 1655 to Ann 
(d 1680) by whom he had ?2 sons and 2 daughters. 


Richard Morton M.D. (presbyterian minister of Kinver) 1637-1698 B28 
Morton, christened on 30 Jul 1637 at Ribbesford, was a son of Robert Morton (parochial curate of 
Bewdley in Ribbesford, Worcs) and (his ?3rd wife) Mercy. He studied at Oxford where in 1652 he 
was a batteler at Magdalen Hall and matriculated on 17 Mar 1653.4 but shortly after migrated to 
New College. At Oxford he graduated B.A. on 30 Jan 1656.7 (M.A., 5 Jul 1659). In 1658 he was a 
fellow of New College and also served as chaplain. He was presumably qualified to be a 
presbyterian clergyman by 9 Feb 1658.9 when he was admitted as presbyterian minister of Kinver 
independent parochial chapelry. About Jul 1659 he "became Chaplain in the family of Foley of 
Worcestershire". [Thomas Foley of "Witley Court", Worcs Esquire 1617-1677 was a friend of 
Richard Baxter 1615-1691 [ODNB]. ] In Jun 1660 he continued in office as de facto parochial 
curate. In Jan 1661.2 he paid a clerical subsidy of 10/0. On 24 Aug 1662 he did not subscribe to The 
act of uniformity and was thus to be deprived. In the years 1662-1670 Morton presumably studied 
medicine for on 20 Dec 1670 on the nomination of Prince William of Orange he was created M.D., 
Oxon. Morton had probably moved to London by 16 Dec 1668 when his first child was christened at 
London Clerkenwell. He subsequently moved to Greyfriars Court in Newgate Street where he spent 
the rest of his life with his wife Sarah. Her unmarried brother Edward Tyson M.D. of London 1651- 


1708 [ODNB] lived with them. On 20 Mar 1675.6 Morton was admitted C.R.C.P. (candidate of the 
Royal College of Physicians) and on 23 Dec 1679 was elected F.R.C.P. (fellow). His Oxford degree of 
M.D. was incorporated at Cambridge in 1680. In 1690, 1691 and 1697 he was a college censor and 
sometime physician-in-ordinary to King William III to whom he had dedicated his book Phthisiologia 
... in 1689. This work "established his reputation at home and abroad for over a century". Morton, 
died aged 61, on 30 Aug 1698 and was buried on 7 Sep in the middle aisle of the nave at London 
Christchurch Newgate Street. The flag stone over him bears his arms and the following inscription: 
"HSJ | Richardus Mortonus MD | Coll Med Lond Socius | Obiit xxx August salutis MDCXCVIII Anno 
aetatis LX" His will made on 30 Aug 1698 was proved under PCC on 3 Jan 1698.9. His personalty 
apparently exceeded £4,000 which was the sum to be settled on his son Richard with property in 
Surrey and London. He also writes "Item I give and bequeath unto my said son Richard Morton all 
my Books and manuscripts" Morton married about 1668 to Sarah Tyson dau of Edward Tyson of 
Bristol, Glos mercer c1613-1667 and Margaret Foley dau of Richard Foley of Stourbridge, Worcs 
ironmaster 1580-1657 by whom he had 1 son and 3 daughters. In his will Morton appointed Philip 
Foley of Prestwood in Kingswinford esquire 1648-1716 (his wife's cousin) as a trustee. Calamy 
records in 1702: "Mr. Richard Moreton. A Man of great Gravity, Calmness, sound Principles, of no 
Faction, an excellent Preacher, of an upright Life." Morton was the author of Phthisiologia seu 
exercitationes de phthisi tribus libris comprehensae. Totumque opus variis historiis illustratum 
(1689); Pyretologia: Seu exercitationes de morbis universalibus acutis (1692) and Pyretologia, pars 
altera: Sive exercitatio de febribus inflammatoriis universalibus (21694). Morton's father Robert 
Morton c1590-1658 married in 1624 to Hopestill Wheatley 1604-1629 dau of William Wheatley 
(vicar of Banbury, Oxon) 1583-1639 who in his will bequeathed a "dozen of bookes ... to ... my said 
sonne in lawe Mr Robert Morton". Robert lived at Stafford from 1628 to 1634 where Hopestill was 
buried in 1629 and where in 1634 his twin girls by his next wife Mercy were christened. Perhaps in 
this period Robert was ordained for about 1635 he was appointed parochial curate of Bewdley in 
Ribbesford, Worcs and from 5 Feb 1643.4 may have continued as compliant minister. On 7 Jul 1646 
he was insituted compliant minister of Church Lawford, Warwicks. Richard Morton's sister Deborah 
was the wife of Richard Stretton M.A. presbyterian minister c1635-1712. Richard Morton's son 
Richard Morton F.R.C.S. 1668-1730 [ODNB] was the executor of the will of his uncle Edward Tyson 
(above). In his will Tyson made bequests to ?his sister Sarah and to Richard junior and two of 
Richard's sisters. 


John Mott (presbyterian minister of Kings Bromley) e1623-1671 B29 
Mott, born perhaps about 1623 at Kings Bromley, is of unknown parentage. He was probably only 
educated to literate grade - although he might be the man of this name who matriculated sizar from 
St Catharine's College, Cambridge at Easter 1649. On 24 May 1654 he was classically ordained as a 
presbyterian clergyman by the London 4th Classis likely just prior to his appointment as 
presbyterian minister of Kings Bromley independent parochial chapelry. In Jun 1660 he continued 
in office as de facto parochial curate. He paid a clerical subsidy of 5/0 in Jan 1661.2. On 24 Aug 
1662 he did not subscribe to The act of uniformity and was thus to be deprived. He remained at 
Kings Bromley where he took a lease of £60 on a farm. On 24 Apr 1664 it was reported "Swinfin 
and Mott, two ejected ministers, ride about frequently, day and night". In his will made on 6 Apr 
1665 Samuel Hall (presbyterian minister of Barlaston) c1635-1665 requested that he "be carried to 
my place of buriall by [four] worthy friends" which included "Mr Swynfen and Mr Mott". [Richard 
Swinfen 1630-1691 QV had been presbyterian Minister of Mavesyn Ridware.] In 1665 "Mr.Mott" 
was assessed on 4 hearths at Kings Bromley. Later that year Mott's lease was terminated and he 
and his family went to live at Stafford with his wife's mother. Under The five mile act (31 Oct 1665), 
which prohibited nonconformist clergy from entering within 5 miles of parliamentary corporations 
such as Stafford, he was forced to move. Pearse writes in 1683: 
After St. Bartholomew, he took a farm of sixty pounds per an. in the said parish [Kings Bromley], on which 
he lived handsomly four years, and was a good tenant. But behold what a crime it is to be a Nonconformist! 
He was threatned, and sued by a gentleman in the parish, and one of his landlords turned against him, 
saying, It was not fit a rebel against the king should live so near the church: And another of them, or the 
same, after he had made him a promise to sell him a lease for sixteen years, as soon as he returned from 
London; at London let the estate to another, at the very same rent, only he had a watch in earnest of the 
bargain; which bargain stood, and the new tenant turned out Mr. Mott, and his family, to his great loss, and 
at once was forced to leave the place where his relations lived, himself was born, and had been a painful 
minister. After this, he was accommodated with a part of his wive's mother's house in Stafford, where he 
lived in a very afflicted, troublesom condition, frowned upon by the magistrates (regulated Magistrates 
could do no less) threatning him with a prison, (for the bold offence of living in a corporation, when he 
could live no-where else.) When his wife was big with child, (of her sixth), he was committed to the 
marshal's hand, because he would not give in bond, wherein he was required to renounce the Covenant, (no 
doubt that Bond was drawn by the Advice of Counsel learned in the Law, or rather did not the Arbitrary 
Spirit act in those Counsels ?) and further threatened to be sent to Tutbury Castle, to be safe there. But he 
was at about a fortnight's end discharged, when Reason and good Nature advised together, only paying his 
fees, and the charges of the house. After this, the Corporation Act [here Pearse is confused since this act 


was dated 1660] came out; and what malice without law could not do before, this law gratified the malice of 
them, that thought a corporation could not be safe, whilst one Nonconformist was in it. He was then forced 
from his wife and children, came to them sometimes privately; and if for many years he appeared openly, 
information was presently given to the magistrates, and he brought before the mayor, and commanded to 
be gone, or stay in prison. Once he was brought before the deputy lieutenant; some told him (strange news) 
that he was in a plot; but he was dismissed, upon his promise of appearance whenever required. So vigilant 
was the eyes of some upon him, or severe was their inspection, that he hardly durst attend the funeral of 
his own child, or stay to comfort his wife under her motherly grief, occasioned by that loss. These troubles, 
and cessation from his former work and business, did affect him into a decay of health, and oppression of 
spirits, that it hastened his death as is verily believed." 
In 1669 he was a teacher of conventicles held at the house of William Smallwood of Ranton and also 
at Newborough. Mott died, aged about 48, and was buried on 1 Dec 1671 at Stafford St Mary. Mott 
married about 1653 Eleanor by whom he had (perhaps) 3 sons and 4 daughters. About 18 Nov 1672 
"The house of the Widd: Mott of Kings bromley" was licensed as a meeting-place. 


Sampson Newton M.A. (?presbyterian minister of Weston-under-Lizard) 1603-.... B30 
Newton, christened on 21 Mar 1602.3 at Weston-upon-Trent, was a son of Francis Newton of 
Weston-upon-Trent c1570-1612 and Catherine. He studied at Oxford where he matriculated a 
commoner from Merton College on 19 Oct 1621. At Oxford he graduated B.A. on 4 Nov 1622 (M.A., 
6 Jul 1625). No record has been found of his anglican ordination. He was presumably qualified to be 
a presbyterian clergyman by 1 Oct 1646 when the Committee for plundered ministers appointed 
him ?presbyterian minister of Chebsey vicarage and granted him an augmentation of £40 to his 
annual salary of £50 or £60. However he did not obtain possession until after 16 Jan 1646.7 when 
the Committee of parliament for Staffordshire was "to assist Mr Newton to take possession ...". 
Apparently a committed presbyterian, he signed the Staffordshire testimony of Jul 1648 as 
"Minister of Chebsey". His augmentation was paid up to Oct 1650. About this time he was removed 
"for praying for the Kings Children in Exile". Next Newton was appointed ?presbyterian minister of 
Weston-under-Lizard rectory probably soon after Jun 1652 (when a predecessor left office). In Jun 
1660 he continued in office as de facto rector. In Jan 1661.2 he paid a clerical subsidy of 10/0. On 
24 Aug 1662 he did not subscribe to The act of uniformity and was thus to be deprived. Calamy 
records in 1713 that "he was Ejected by the Act of Uniformity, notwithstanding that he was 
Episcopal in his Judgment, and for a Liturgy, because he could not intirely conform." No further 
record has been discovered. Newton may not have married. 


John Nott M.A. (presbyterian minister of Sheriff Hales) 1625-1702 B31 
Nott, christened on 13 Mar 1624.5 at Shelsley Beauchamp, was only son of Charles Nott M.A. 
(rector of Shelsley Beauchamp, Worcs) c1594-1664 and Mary (Wympe). He studied at Cambridge 
where on 28 Nov 1642 he was admitted a student at Emmanuel College and matriculated that year. 
On 29 May 1645 he was admitted, as a pupil of Mr Akehurst, to Trinity College where he was a 
scholar in 1646. At Cambridge he graduated B.A. in 1646.7 (M.A., 1650). In 1647 he was elected a 
fellow of Trinity. He was presumably qualified to be a presbyterian clergyman by 1650 when he was 
a presbyterian assistant minister at Wolverhampton where (his future brother-in-law) Ambrose 
Sparry 1613-1679 was minister. After presentation by the Commissioners of the great seal on 30 
May 1650 he was appointed presbyterian minister of Sheriff Hales vicarage where he paid first 
fruits on 6 Jan 1652. On 28 Aug 1654 he was appointed an Assistant Commissioner for the ejection 
of scandalous ministers in Staffordshire. By early 1656 as "teacher of Sheriff Hales" he was a 
member of the Worcestershire Association. He frequently certified the fitness of candidates for the 
ministry. In Jun 1660 he continued in office as de facto vicar. In 1661.2 he paid a clerical subsidy of 
£1. On 24 Aug 1662 he did not subscribe to The act of uniformity and was thus to be deprived. 
Whilst at Sheriff Hales he had occupied a house with 3 hearths which in 1665 was occupied by his 
successor William Pierce c1638-1673. After ejection he is said to have preached at a chapel "near 
Hadly" - no county is mentioned. He was reported on Sunday 25 Dec 1664 for preaching "at an 
upholsterer's in Bartholomew Close, London". On 6 Sep 1665 Robert Greville 4th Baron Brooke of 
Beauchamps Court c1638-1677 (then Lord Lieutenant of Staffordshire) reported that he had 
"secured" four ejected ministers in Staffordshire - Nott QV, Richard Hincks e1622-1683 QV, 
Richard Hilton c1625-1706 QV and William Fincher c1628-1691 QV. Probably soon after Nott 
became domestic chaplain to Richard Hampden of Great Hampden, Bucks 1631-1695. Hampden 
was an M.P. with presbyterian views who was married to Letitia Bagot dau of William Paget 6th 
Baron Paget of Beaudesert K.B. 1609-1678. Whilst in Buckinghamshire Nott had an annual salary of 
about £15 for preaching to a small group in a chapel at Wooburn the property of Philip Wharton 4th 
Baron Wharton 1613-1696 (also a presbyterian). In the same county he also preached at Wendover. 
After the passing of The toleration act (24 May 1689) he moved to Thame, Oxon. The Common Fund 
survey of dissenting ministers taken about 1690 has under Thame - Nott "has newley sett up a 
constant meeting ... the people as yet cannot promise £15 pa". The meeting place may have been in 
New Thame. Nott received an annual grant from the Common fund of £10 from 1690 which was 


reduced to £8 from 1695 until his death. Nott died, aged 77, on 20 (or 28) Dec 1702 and was buried 
at Thame where a monument was placed in the church (below). His funeral sermon was preached 
by John Troughton (presbyterian minister of Bicester, Oxon) c1637-1681. His will dated 6 Apr 1695 
was proved under PCC on 6 Apr 1695. He bequeathed his manuscripts to his son-in-law Richard 
Mayo. He married on 26 Sep 1650 at Wolverhampton to Elizabeth Sparry 1621-1703 daughter of 
John Sparry of Old Swinford, Worcs by whom he had 4 sons and 5 daughters. John Nott B.A. 
(stipendiary curate of Stanford-upon-Teme, Worcs) c1664-?1702 was his youngest son. His 
daughter Sarah married Richard Mayo B.A. (vicar of Great Kimble, Bucks) c1662-1717. Ambrose 
Sparry (minister of Wolverhampton) 1613-1679 was his brother-in-law. In 1645 his father Charles 
Nott, then compliant minister of Shelsley Beauchamp, is said to have been a leader of the one 
thousand Clubmen who gathered on Woodbury Hill, Worcs to protest at the violence of local 
royalist soldiers and presented a declaration to Henry Bromley (Sheriff of Worcs). The Nott family 
coat of arms is recorded as "Azure a bend between three leopards faces or ". 
RELIQUIAE | JOHANNIS NOTT: AM. | Collegij SS. Trinitatis Cantab. quondam Socij, | Verbi Divini Ministri, | 
Qui | Annum agens LXXVIII. | a Laboribus Requievit | Decemb: 20°. | MDCCII. | NEC: NON | ELIZABETHAE 
NOTT | Quae ejus, | Annos supra L. | Uxor | Mensesq; supra VIII. | Vidua, | in Christo [?ob]dormivit | Sept. 6. | 
MDCCIII. | Spe Beatae Resurrectionis. 


John Orford (presbyterian minister of Arley) ?1639-.... B32 
Orford, (? christened on 20 Jan 1638.9 at Bromsgrove son of Nicholas Orford of Bromsgrove, Worcs 
and Margery), was born in Worcestershire. He studied at Cambridge where on 20 Jun 1656 he was 
admitted sizar at Trinity College but is not known to have graduated. He was presumably qualified 
to be a presbyterian clergyman by 28 Oct 1658 when he was nominated by the Trustees for 
maintenance as presbyterian minister of Arley independent parochial chapelry. On 10 Nov 1658 he 
received certificates of fitness from Henry Osland (of Bewdley, Worcs), Richard Fincher (of 
Worcester), Thomas Badland (presbyterian minister of Willenhall) c1634-1698 QV, John Wheeler, 
Fr Bromwich (? Thomas Bromwich of Kempsey, Worcs), John Women and John Tayler. He was then 
appointed and received an augmentation of £40 or £55 to his annual salary. On or shortly after 11 
Mar 1659.60 he signed the parish register "John Orford, presbyterian Minister". In Jun 1660 he 
may have continued in office as de facto parochial curate. It would appear that Burford coercively 
resigned here before 5 Mar 1661.2 when a successor was in office. Orford may not have married. 
No further record has been discovered. 


William Overton (?compliant minister of Audley) c1615-1661 B33 
Overton, born about 1615, was a son of John Overton of Checkley ?yeoman c1585-1662 and 
Catherine. He was probably only educated to literate grade. He may have been ordained as a 
deacon before 6 Jul 1639 when he was appointed as schoolmaster of Kingsley parish school but was 
probably not ordained as a priest. Between Jul 1648 and 1650 he was appointed ?compliant 
minister of Audley vicarage. Here he received an augmentation of £20 to his annual salary. In Jun 
1660 he continued in office as de facto vicar. About Sep 1660 he was displaced in office by a former 
stipendiary curate John Kelsall 1604-1669. An undated entry in Audley parish register reads "Here 
William Kelsall & his Curate John Kelsall were sequestered and ejected for adheringe to the Kinge 
Charles 1. p.m. and Kinge Charles 2. returneing to his throne John Kelsall returned to his vicariage 
August. 9. 1660 ..." After his displacement Overton returned to his birthplace Checkley where he 
died, aged about 46, and was buried on 13 Aug 1661. His will made on 1 Aug 1661 was proved 
under Lichfield on 11 Apr 1662. His personalty was valued at £181/18/8 and included "2 Books of 
general sorts £3". Overton married on 2 Aug 1641 at Checkley to Dorothy Ford by whom he had 
(perhaps) 1 son and 3 daughters. 


Thomas Poole B.A. (presbyterian minister of Talk-on-the-Hill) c1637-1707 B34 
Poole, born about 1637 in Staffordshire, is of unknown parentage. He studied at Cambridge where 
on 13 May 1654 he was admitted sizar at Jesus College and matriculated that year. At Cambridge 
he graduated B.A. in 1657.8. He was presumably qualified to be a presbyterian clergyman by 1659 
when he was in office as presbyterian minister of Talk-on-the-Hill dependent parochial chapelry. In 
Jun 1660 he continued in office as de facto parochial curate. On 24 Aug 1662 he did not subscribe 
to The act of uniformity and was thus to be deprived. After deprivation Poole moved to Brerehurst 
in Wolstanton where he died, aged about 70, but was buried on 1 Dec 1707 at Church Lawton, 
Cheshire. His will made on 20 Nov 1707 was proved under Lichfield on 24 Sep 1708. His personalty 
was valued at £26/4/6 which included a sum of £5 for books. Poole married perhaps about 1660 toa 
woman by whom he had 1 daughter. Calamy records in 1713 that "His [Poole's] Father left him a 
little Land, in which he had dug twenty Years before, and could find nothing: But the Son after his 
Non-conformity found a Mine of Coals there, which (says my Author, Dr Sampson) in the Years 
1674, and 75, clear'd him £800." Perhaps Sampson confused Poole with some other man for Poole 
does not appear to have ever been a wealthy man. In his will Poole states that money for his 


daughter should be given "in such manner that her husband Samll Burslem may have no benefitt or 
advantage whatsoever thereof". 


John Reynolds M.D. (presbyterian minister of Wolverhampton) 1632-1683 B35 
Reynolds, christened on 14 Feb 1631.2 at Kings Norton, was 1st son of Thomas Reynolds of 
"Barnbrook End", Kings Norton, Worcs yeoman c1593-1667 and Sybil. He was probably educated at 
Kings Norton Grammar School under Thomas Hall 1610-1665. He probably studied at Oxford, on 22 
Feb 1650.1 matriculated as a commoner from Pembroke College and graduated B.A. on 14 Feb 
1653.4. (His son John was a member of Pembroke College and so he is less likely to be the man of 
the same name that graduated on 29 Jan 1652.3 from Balliol.) He was presumably qualified to be a 
presbyterian clergyman by May 1654 when he was in office as presbyterian minister of Whitacre, 
Warwicks. By 1657 Reynolds was an assistant presbyterian minister at Wolverhampton ?vicarage. 
After nomination on 12 Nov 1657 by the Trustees for maintenance he was on 11 Feb 1657.8 
appointed presbyterian minister of Wolverhampton at an annual salary of £100. He also acted as 
register. Whilst at Wolverhampton he is said to have been a member of the Worcestershire 
Association. In Jun 1660 he may have continued in office as de facto ?vicar. About Sep 1660 he 
voluntarily resigned. In 1662 Thomas Taylor (quaker minister) c1618-1682 [ODNB] published 
Ignorance and Error reproved: being an answer to some Queries that one John Reynolds wrote to 
two of the People called Quakers. On 3 May 1663 Reynolds held a conventicle at Walsall with seven 
inhabitants for which he was later presented at the Stafford Quarter Sessions. Later in the month 
(29) he is said to have been preaching at a conventicle when old soldiers and officers were present 
"a thing he ever did when plots were in agitation". He married at Wolverhampton in 1663 and in 
1665 was assessed on 7 hearths at High Green Street. He is said to have been the first pastor of the 
"Old Meeting House in Wolverhampton". About this time he is said to have remarked to a 
Wolverhampton apothecary that "the Nonconformists were not so contemptible for Number and 
Quality as he made them, that most of the people were of their mind, that Cromwel tho an Usurper 
had kept up England against the Dutch, &c. And that he marvelled that he would be so hot against 
private Meetings, when at Aston the Dean suffered them at the next door." After the death of his 
father in 1667 Reynolds returned to his birthplace Kings Norton where he was living in 1669 when 
he published A discourse upon prodigious abstinence ... About this time he probably wrote a 
manuscript life of his schoolmaster Thomas Hall (minister of Kings Norton) 1610-1665 entitled "A 
briefe narrative of the Life and Death of Mr. Thomas Hall, late Pastor of King's Norton in 
Worcestershire ... published by John Reynolds, late minister of Wolverhampton and sometimes pupil 
to the aforesaid author". By 1674 he had moved to Stourbridge, Worcs where he is said to have 
"preach'd in his own House, and many other Places freely". On 24 Jun 1682 John Reynolds was 
appointed an overseer of the will of Thomas Willesby M.A. (presbyterian minister of Wombourn) 
1618-1682 QV. He was admitted as a medical student at Leyden on 4 Aug 1682 and from there 
graduated M.D. on 10 Aug 1682 with the thesis "De spiritibus animalibus" which was dedicated to 
Edward Ward 7th Baron Dudley 1631-1701 [CP] and is said to have been published. In Aug 1683 he 
moved to London. His son John Reynolds later wrote of his father: 
[He] left the Country, and purchas'd a House in the Parish of St. Giles, London, to which there also belong'd 
a private Meeting-House ... and went there to reside in the Year 83, expecting that he might there Preach 
with less Danger and Trouble, and procure the most Advantages to his Family, by the practice of Physick; but 
in about half a years Time it pleased God by a Pleuritick Fever to remove him from his Family. ... A Wife and 
five Children were deprived ... Upon his Death, Mrs. Reynolds the disconsolate Widow, remov'd into the 
Country again, where she thro Grief and Trouble brought herself into a Consumption, and quickly follow'd 
her beloved Huband. 
Reynolds died of "a Pleuritic Fever", aged 51, in Dec 1683, at London and was buried at London St 
Giles in the Fields. His nuncupative will was made on 22 Dec 1683 and proved under PCC on 24 Jan 
1683.4. His personalty apparently exceeded £2,000. Richard Serjeant (presbyterian minster of 
Stone, Worcs) c1622-a1696 was a trustee. Reynolds married on 8 Jul 1663 at Wolverhampton to 
Elizabeth Hanbury 1647-?1684 dau of Robert Hanbury of Wolverhampton gentleman c1600-1651 by 
whom he had 3 sons and 3 daughters. John Reynolds (presbyterian minister) 1668-1727 [ODNB] 
was his oldest son and left a manuscript of memoirs (quoted above). Calamy records in 1727: 
He was a Man of a great Genius; eminent for his Skill in Divinity, Physick, and Law, and other Parts of 
Knowledge. He was liberal and free in doing Good in every Capacity, to all Persons that came within his 
Reach. ... and that with his Gifts, and Parts, and Estate, (which was about £150 per An,) besides what came 
from noble and rich Patients, that made use of him as a Physician. ... In short he was a singular Man. When 
Endeavours were on Foot for a Comprehension and Indulgence, he was written to for his Judgment, not only 
by Mr. Baxter, but also by several Members of Parliament ... 
Reynolds was the author of: "R.I." An answer to Mr. Humprey's remarks ....[on reordination] (1661) 
not identified and a pamphlet of 37 pages A discourse upon prodigious abstinence: Occasioned by 
the twelve moneths fasting of Martha Taylor, the famed Derbyshire damosell: Proving that without 
any miracle, the texture of humane bodies may be so altered, that life may be long continued 


without the supplies of meat & drink: with an account of the heart, and how far it is interessed in 
the business of fermentation ... (1669). 


----- ?Ridwater (?presbyterian minister of Biddulph) e1621-.... B36 
----- Ridwater, born perhaps about 1621, is of unknown parentage. He was probably only educated 
to literate grade. He was presumably qualified to be a presbyterian clergyman in or before 1660 
when he was probably appointed ?presbyterian minister of Biddulph vicarage. In Jun 1660 he likely 
continued in office as de facto vicar. On 28 Feb 1660.1 he was in office as vicar of Biddulph. On 24 
Aug 1662 he did not subscribe to The act of uniformity and was thus to be deprived. A successor 
William Armett c1609-1667 was instituted on 14 Jan 1662.3. His surname is uncertain - it might 
have been Rideway. 


William Rock (?presbyterian minister of Mayfield) 1620-1694 B37 
Rock, christened on 5 Nov 1620 Shrewsbury St Chad, was 2nd and posthumous son of Thomas 
Rock of Frankwell in Shrewsbury glover c1572-1620 and Gwen (?Blake). He was educated at 
Shrewsbury under Mr Chaloner. He studied at Cambridge where on 9 Apr 1640 he was admitted 
sizar at St John's College and matriculated that year but is not known to have graduated. He was 
presumably qualified to be a presbyterian clergyman by 1648 when, apparently a committed 
presbyterian, he signed the Shropshire testimony of 1648 as "William Rock Minister of Aston". By 
the winter of 1651.2 he was in office as ?presbyterian minister of Mayfield vicarage. Here in 1656 
and 1659 he received an augmentation of £18 to his annual salary. In Jun 1660 he continued in 
office as de facto vicar. In Jan 1661.2 he paid a clerical subsidy of 10/0. On 24 Aug 1662 he did not 
subscribe to The act of uniformity and was thus to be deprived. In 1665 "Mr Rocke" was assessed 
on 3 hearths at Church Mayfield in Mayfield. The Common Fund survey of dissenting ministers 
taken about 1690 has under Staffordshire the entry "Ministers that have a Competent Supply - Mr 
Rock - [ejected Minister] Of Mayfield aH these yet has £30 [allowance]. Rock died, aged 74, at 
Uttoxeter where he was buried on 27 Dec 1694. His will made on 22 Dec 1694 was proved under 
Lichfield on 18 Apr 1695. His personalty was valued at £59/7/8 and included " Item Books in his 
Closett £6/5/6". Rock married on 24 Jul 1651 at Tamworth to Mary Boyes (d ?1697) by whom he 
had 1 son and 2 daughters. In his will made on 11 Jan 1655.6 Thomas Blake (compliant minister of 
Tamworth) c1596-1657 bequeathed "to my nephew Mr William Rocke now minister of Mathfield my 
Junius and Tremelius Bible togther with anie of the ... booke or curmans works that he shall chose 
out of my studie ...". Samuel Beresford (presbyterian assistant minister of Tamworth) 1629-1697 
who was also mentioned in Blake's will and also appointed a trustee in Rock's will was apparently 
his maternal cousin. Calamy records in 1702 "Mr. Joseph[sic] Rock. A very Calm, Humble, Sober, 
Peaceable, Godly and Blameless Minister, and of very good Abilities." 


Joseph Sonde B.A. (compliant minister of Swynnerton) ?1598-1672 B38 
Sonde, (? christened on 10 Dec 1598 at Worfield), was probably a son of Richard Sonde of "The 
Sonde" in Worfield, Salop husbandman c1568-1636 and Frances. He studied at Cambridge where 
on 12 Feb 1618.9 he was admitted as a sizar at Peterhouse and matriculated that year. At 
Cambridge he graduated B.A. in 1622.3. He was presumably ordained deacon and priest before 10 
May 1633 when after presentation by Herbert Jenks of Newhall, Salop esquire he was instituted as 
vicar of Eaton under Heywood, Salop. Here he had resigned before 27 Oct 1643 when a successor 
John Jenks was instituted. On 30 Sep 1644 he was appointed as an army chaplain by the 
Staffordshire parliamentary committee who ordered that "Mr. Sound shalbe Chaplayne to the 
Governors Regiment and performe duty dayly upon the guard and for his service therein he shall 
have £37 per annum the said summe beinge rent due for the Prebend of Gnosall which Walter 
Chetwynd Esq. payeth ...". By 1647 he was compliant minister of Shifnal vicarage, Salop when as 
"Mr Joseph Sound of Shuffnall" he was one of the "Ministers fit to bee of the Third Classis [of 
Shropshire]". Whilst here he was "plundered by Royalists". Thomas Pickin c1613-?1653 had been 
minister at Swynnerton since 3 Sep 1645 but on 24 Jul 1647 the Committee for Plundered Ministers 
investigated - and apparently dismissed - a claim by Sonde that he had been appointed here as 
compliant minister or "settled into this rectory". He was probably not in office but living in 
Staffordshire when, apparently a committed presbyterian, he signed the Staffordshire testimony of 
Jul 1648. About Mar 1648.9 he was appointed compliant minister of Newcastle independent 
parochial chapelry by Newcastle borough council. On 28 Aug 1649 their record reads " It is agreed 
that the rent of £20 yearely payable to the Towne for tole corne by Stephen Hales and also the 
Towne rent shall from Michaelmas next be disposed of towards payment of the yearely some agreed 
uppon to be payd to Mr Soond, the minister, the rest to be paid by such of the tith hay and small 
tythes and what is wanting in that to be collected by way of benevolence amongst the Inhabitants of 
this Burroughe: untill an augmentation be procured. " Later the Trustees (? for maintenance) 
granted him an augmentation of £64 (£50 and £14) to his annual salary of £14 which was confirmed 
by the Committee for the reformation of the universities and paid to him from 6 Jan 1649.50 till 


1654. Later in 1657 and 1658 Sonde was a defendant in chancery proceedings taken by the 
Newcastle authorities regarding money matters. On 24 Apr 1654 after presentation by Oliver 
Cromwell (Lord Protector) he was admitted compliant minister of Swynnerton rectory (in 
succession to Picken, above). Whilst here he frequently certified the fitness of candidates for the 
ministry. On 28 Aug 1654 he was "as of Newcastle"appointed an Assistant Commissioner for the 
ejection of scandalous ministers in Staffordshire. In Jun 1660 he continued in office as de facto 
rector of Swynnerton. At the Stafford Assizes of 17 Aug 1660 (?1661) he was indicted for refusing 
to read the "book containing the proclamation". It is unclear which book this was but he appears to 
have denied the charge and was bound in £20 on 21 Jul 1662. At Swynnerton he did not pay the 
£1/5/0 subsidy in Jan 1661.2 and on 24 Aug 1662 he did not subscribe to The act of uniformity and 
was thus to be deprived. In 1665 he was living at Newcastle where he was assessed on 6 hearths. 
Sonde died, aged about 74, probably at Newcastle, but was buried on 6 Feb 1671.2 at Church 
Lawton, Cheshire. He married perhaps about 1650 to Susanna (d 1677) (no known children). In 
1673 Susanna's house at Newcastle was licensed as a presbyterian meeting-place. In her will 
written on 25 Jul 1677 she bequeathed "Mr Thomas Leadbeater Mr Raphe Hall and Mr Samuel 
Campion ministers twenty shillings apiece". They were Thomas Leadbeater (presbyterian minister 
of Hinckley, Leics) 1628-1679; Ralph Hall (presbyterian minister of Newcastle) c1605-.... QV and 
Samuel Campion (minister of Hodnet, Salop c1612-1678. In 1702 Calamy records of Sonde that he 
was "An Ancient Divine, of great Learning, Moderation, Judgment, and Calmness of Spirit, and of a 
Godly upright Life." Sonde was involved in disputes at Swynnerton in 1647, at Newcastle in 1657/8 
and at Stafford in 1660/1 and may have had a contentious nature. Richard Sonde c1568-1636 
(probably Joseph's father) mentions several of his children in his will but not Joseph perhaps on 
account of a family disagreement. Joseph was the brother of George Sond of "The Sonde" in 
Worfield, Salop husbandman ?1605-1684 and if not Joseph's son was likely a close kinsman. 


William Southall (presbyterian minister of Baswich) e1628.-.... B39 
Southall, born perhaps about 1628, is of unknown parentage. He was probably only educated to 
literate grade. 

He was presumably qualified to be a presbyterian clergyman by 10 May 1658 when after 
presentation by Oliver Cromwell (Lord Protector) he was appointed presbyterian minister of 
Bednall independent parochial chapelry. On 4 Mar 1658.9 he was ?approved by the Commission for 
approbation of public preachers as presbyterian minister of Baswich independent parochial 
chapelry and was in office in Nov 1659. It is likely that in Jun 1660 he continued in office as de facto 
parochial curate but on 24 Aug 1662 did not subscribe to The act of uniformity and was thus to be 
deprived. Southall may not have married. No further record has been discovered. 


Richard Swinfen B.A. (presbyterian minister of Mavesyn Ridware) 1630-1691 B40 
Swinfen, christened on 21 Oct 1630 at Lichfield St Mary, was 6th and youngest son of Richard 
Swinfen of Swinfen in Weeford gentleman 1596-1659 and Joan Curitall alias Harman dau of George 
Curitall alias Harman of Weeford gentleman. He was educated at Tamworth, Sutton Coldfield, 
Warwicks and London Charterhouse. He studied at Cambridge where on 23 Jun 1650 he was 
admitted pensioner at Pembroke College. The master of the college William Moses 1622-1688 was 
his tutor. He shared a chamber with Thomas Doolittle nonconformist minister c1632-1707. At 
Cambridge he graduated B.A. in 1653.4 (? M.A.). He was presumably qualified to be a presbyterian 
clergyman by 4 Jan 1655.6 when he was appointed presbyterian minister of Sandiacre, Derbys. On 
18 Mar 1655.6 he was classically ordained as a presbyterian minister by the Derbyshire Wirksworth 
Classis at Wirksworth. His thesis was entitled "Utrum Paulina contradicat Jacobo in articulo 
justificationis?". On 13 Nov 1657 after presentation by John Agard of Foston in Scropton, Derbys 
gentleman c1583-c1657 he was admitted as presbyterian minister of Mavesyn Ridware rectory in 
succession to John Price c1619-.... Calamy records in 1727 that he "was preferr'd to Mavison 
Ridwar of about £100 per Annum Value: Which Living it is said he at first refus'd to accept till he 
was inform'd that the legal Incumbent was sequestred not so much for his Affection to the Church 
and King as for very great Immoralities. On arrival at Mavesyn Ridware Swinfen paid above £200 
for the repair of the parsonage and its barn. Here in a lawsuit of about 1659 William Shaw c1617- 
1672, said to have been unsuccesfully presented by John Agard in 1648, claimed to be the rightful 
minister. Although his claim was not upheld at law he seems to have caused Swinfen to coercively 
resign about Jun 1660 and was instituted rector of Mavesyn Ridware on 7 Sep 1660. On leaving 
Mavesyn Ridware Swinfen rented a farm at Pipe Ridware. On 24 Apr 1664 it was reported "Swinfin 
and Mott, two ejected ministers, ride about frequently, day and night". In his will made on 6 Apr 
1665 Samuel Hall (presbyterian minister of Barlaston) c1635-1665 requested that he "be carried to 
my place of buriall by [four] worthy friends" which included "Mr Swynfen". Under The five mile act 
(31 Oct 1665), which prohibited nonconformist clergy from entering within 5 miles of parliamentary 
corporations such as Lichfield (to which Pipe Ridware was close), Swinfen was forced to move 
again. He now went to Barton-under-Needwood where he lived for about 20 years. Whilst there he 


preached "in the neighbouring Counties of Staffordshire, Derbyshire, Leicestershire and 
Warwickshire" [but] "constantly went himself and took all his Family with him to the Parish Church 
where he liv'd". In 1669 he was (presumably) a teacher at a conventicle held at his house in Barton- 
under-Needwood which is said to have been attended by 30 or 40 people. About Jun 1672 he was 
licensed as a presbyterian teacher at his own house at Barton-under-Needwood and on 22 Jul 1672 
at the house of William Palmer of Fisherwick in Lichfield St Michael. In his will written on 3 Jul 
1677 Thomas Minors of Lichfield mercer bequeathed £10 to " Mr Richard Swynfen now of Barton 
under Needwood". In 1678 he preached the funeral sermon for the minister Thomas Ford c1633- 
1678 on [St John 5:35] "he was a burning and a shining Light". About Jun 1685 Swinfen was one a 
number of Staffordshire gentlemen imprisoned at Chester Castle suspected of supporting the Duke 
of Monmouth's rebellion against James II. On his release he and his wife lived with a married 
daughter. They then moved to Burton-upon-Trent to live with their youngest son who had recently 
set up business as a mercer. The Common Fund survey of dissenting ministers taken about 1690 
has under Staffordshire the entry "Ministers that have a Competent Supply - Mr Richd Swinfyn - 
[ejected Minister] Of Maves on[sic] Ridwar - able to goe abroad every Lords day 4. 5. or 6 miles for 
9/0 or 7/0 pr day and horse hire paid out of it". Swinfen died "seiz'd with a Dropsy", aged 61, in 
1691 at Burton-upon-Trent. He married on 6 Aug 1657 at Hints to Elizabeth Clarke dau of John 
Clarke of Moor Hall, Warwicks gentleman by whom he had (perhaps) 3 sons and 3 daughters. 
Shortly after leaving Mavesyn Ridware Swinfen visited London where Edward Hyde 1st Earl of 
Clarendon 1609-1674 (then Chancellor of the Exchequer) offered to present him to a valuable living 
if he conformed. Swinfen discussed the offer with his former tutor William Moses who persuaded 
him not to conform. On their parting company Moses said "As Caesar said to the mariners, so say I 
to thee, dear Swynfen, Ne timeas; Christum portas & Fortunas Christi". Swinfen is said to have had 
three principal reasons for his nonconformity: "1. That he had taken the Solemn League and 
Covenant and he could not safely swear that there lay no Obligation upon him from it. 2. That he 
had been classically ordain'd and therefore could not submit to any Re-ordination whatever because 
he thought in the Nature of the Thing it implied an Acknowledgment of the Invalidity of his former 
Orders. 3. And lastly he could not give his unfeigned Assent and Consent to all and every Thing 
contained and prescrib'd in and by the Book of Common Prayer." 


Edward Toogood (?presbyterian minister of Bloxwich) e1630-.... B41 
Toogood, born perhaps about 1630, is of unknown parentage. He was probably only educated to 
literate grade. He was presumably qualified to be a presbyterian clergyman when about 1659 he 
was probably appointed as ?presbyterian minister of Bloxwich dependent parochial chapelry. In Jun 
1660 he may have continued in office as de facto parochial curate and was in office in Jan 1661.2 
when he paid a clerical subsidy of 5/0. At this period the curate of Bloxwich was often also master 
of Bloxwich Endowed School. On 24 Aug 1662 he did not subscribe to The act of uniformity and was 
thus to be deprived. Toogood may not have married. No further record has been discovered. 


William Turton B.A. (presbyterian minister of Rowley Regis) 1636-1716 B42 
Turton, christened on 1 Jan 1635.6 at Oxford St Martin, was 1st son of William Turton of Oxford 
ironmonger c1598-1643 and (his 1st wife) Judith. He studied at Oxford where on 26 May 1653 he 
was a Servitor at Brasenose College and matriculated. At Oxford he graduated B.A. on 15 Jan 
1656.7 (? M.A.). He was presumably qualified to be a presbyterian clergyman by 26 Feb 1657.8 
when he was admitted as presbyterian minister of Rowley Regis dependent parochial chapelry. 
About 1658/9 he received an augmentation of £10 to his annual salary. In Jun 1660 he continued in 
office as de facto parochial curate. He was presented on 17 Jul 1662 for baptising children at 
Halesowen and churching women there in private houses without leave of the rector. On 24 Aug 
1662 he did not subscribe to The act of uniformity and was thus to be deprived. In 1669 he was one 
of seven teachers of conventicles at the houses of William Bayley, William Keeling and William 
Penson in Darlaston which attracted 100-200 worshippers, and, one of three teachers of 
conventicles at the houses of Henry Hopkins and John Tunck in Wednesbury which attracted 200- 
300 worshippers. As of Rowley Regis about Apr 1672 he applied to be licensed as a presbyterian 
teacher at the houses of William Keeling of Darlaston and John Wade of Stafford and was so 
licensed on 1 May. On 13 May he was also licensed at the house of Joseph Wade of Stafford. In 
1688 he was preaching at Nantwich, Cheshire. By 1689 he had moved to Birmingham where his 
house was certified as a meeting place. On 6 Jul 1689 a chapel at Birmingham (later known as 
Birmingham Old Meeting House) was licensed in the names of William Turton, Thomas Baldwin 
(presbyterian minister of Clent) c1627-.... QV and William Fincher (presbyterian minister of 
Wednesbury) c1630-1691 QV. Turton was appointed the first pastor and held office until his death. 
The Common Fund survey of dissenting ministers taken about 1690 has under Staffordshire the 
entry "Ministers that have a Competent Supply - Mr Wm Turton - [ejected Minister] Of Rowley - but 
the entry is scored out. Another entry has "Mr Turton ... Att Birmingham of another Congregation 
well provided for". Between 1706 and 1711 he also preached at Oldbury, Worcs for which he 


received £4 from the Common Fund. Turton may have retired from active duties about 1712. Later 
on 17 Jul 1715 Birmingham Old Meeting House was wrecked by a Jacobite mob. Turton died, aged 
80, and was buried on 27 April 1716 at Birmingham St Martin. His will made on 12 May 1714 was 
proved under PCC on 10 Jul 1716. Turton married on 12 Jul 1659 at West Bromwich to Margery 
Grove (b ?1734) dau of (? Thomas Grove of Rowley Regis gentleman 1607-....) and Margery by 
whom he had 5 sons and 2 daughters. Samuel Turton (presbyterian minister of Kenilworth 
Rosemary Hill, Warwicks) c1677-1727 was his youngest son. Turton's father William was 1st son of 
John Turton of Rowley Regis yeoman c1570-a1635 who bequeathed his oldest son William property 
in Oldbury and "five pounds to bee imploied or bestowed to the use or maintenance of a teacher to 
teach Gods word in the Chappel of Oldburie" (where William jnr later preached). John had a 2nd 
son John Turton of "The Brades", Rowley Regis yeoman 1610-1690 whose house was licensed for 
presbyterian worship on 5 Sep 1672. In his will John jnr is said to have mentioned "my kinsman" 
William Turton clerk. 


Humphrey Waldron B.A. (presbyterian minister of Broom) 1633-1668 B43 
Waldron, christened on 20 Jan 1632.3 at Belbroughton, was a son of Roger Waldron of "Giles 
House", Belbroughton, Worcs yeoman c1587-1661 and Elizabeth (Blicke). He studied at Oxford 
where on 24 Jun 1653 as a commoner he matriculated from Balliol College. At Oxford he graduated 
B.A. on 6 Jul 1654. About that time he was briefly an assistant to Richard Baxter at Kidderminster. 
On 21 Feb 1654.5 (although not aged 24) he was classically ordained as a presbyterian clergyman 
by the Derbyshire Wirksworth Classis at Wirksworth to the title of Broom rectory and on 15 May ? 
1655 he was appointed presbyterian minister of Broom. By early 1656 as "minister of Broome" he 
was a member of the Worcestershire Association. In Jun 1660 he continued in office as de facto 
rector. On 24 Aug 1662 he did not subscribe to The act of uniformity and was thus to be deprived. 
In 1665 he was assessed on 4 hearths at at Broom township in Clent & Broom constablewick. 
Shortly after he moved to Bromsgrove, Worcs where he died, aged 35, and was buried on 11 Nov 
1668. His will written on 4 Nov 1668 was proved under PCC on 23 Dec 1668. Waldron married first 
on 23 Nov 1654 at Kidderminster, Worcs to Mary Nash by whom he had 2 daughters. He married 
second about 1665 to Catherine (d 1669) by whom he had 1 son. Waldron's brother Roger Waldron 
of "Giles House", Belbroughton, Worcs scythesmith c1635-1671 was married to Mary Tristram dau 
of Richard Tristram (rector of Belbroughton, Worcs) 1613-1691. In a letter of 10 Feb 1673.4 Baxter 
includes Waldron (noted as then dead) in a list of ministers who had never "done or said [anything] 
against the King". In 1696 he writes "At Broom was silenced Mr. Humphrey Waldern, my [former] 
Assistant ... of good Learning and Utterance." 


Robert Wild D.D. (rector of Tatenhill) c1616-1679 [ODNB] B44 
Wild, born about 1616, was a son of Robert Wild of St Ives, Hunts shoemaker e1586-..... He was 
privately educated at St Ives. He studied at Cambridge where on 26 Jan 1631.2 he was admitted as 
a sizar at St John's College and on 6 Nov 1634 was a scholar. At Cambridge he graduated B.A. in 
1635.6 (M.A., 1639) (B.D., Oxford) 1 or 2 Nov 1642; (D.D., lit. reg., 21661). On 18 Feb 1637.8 he 
was ordained deacon and on 22 Dec 1639 ordained priest (both) by Peterborough. In Aug 1643 his 
oldest son was christened at Andover, Hants where he may have been "an usher in a free school". 
On 22 Jul 1646 by order of the House of Commons he was appointed compliant minister of Aynho, 
Northants in the place of the previous incumbent James Longman who was sequestered on 10 Dec 
1646. Wild compounded here on 11 Dec 1647. In Jun 1660 he continued in office as de facto rector. 
About Sep 1660 he was displaced in office on the reinstatement of Long. Shortly after he is said to 
have been presented by the Crown to another living and on having to give place to another 
claimant to have written the distich "If hand and seal won't do the thing, Charles is return'd, but 
not the King". On 1 Sep 1660 after presentation by the Crown he was inducted as rector of 
Tatenhill, on 21 May 1661 compounded and in Jan 1661.2 paid a clerical subsidy of 5/0. Wild's 
predecessor here was Henry Burford c1590-.... QV (who had perhaps resigned). It is said that Wild 
“allowed him £20 to keep him alive as he was reduced to poverty and much impotency". On 24 Aug 
1662 Wild did not subscribe to The act of uniformity and was thus to be deprived. He was living at 
Watford, Herts on 18 Jul 1665. Shortly afterwards he moved to Nuneaton where he became a friend 
of Richard Clayton ?1595-1669 QV. It is said "there was such an Intimacy and Friendship between 
these two that they were to each other as David and Jonathan." In 1669 a conventicle was held at 
his house in Nuneaton of which he and two other men (Andrews & Campion) were teachers. It is 
said to have been attended by "about 30 [people], but of late growne to 120 or more". In Jul 1669 
he was indicted at Warwick Assizes for keeping a conventicle. On 10 Aug 1672 he was licensed to 
be a presbyterian teacher at his own house at Oundle, Northants. Wild died probably from 
apoplexy, aged about 63, in Jul 1679 at Oundle where he was buried on 30 Jul. His will made on 10 
Aug 1678 was proved under PCC on 17 Feb 1679.80. His personalty apparently exceeded £1,000 
for in his will he bequeathed £500 to each of his two older sons and mentions that his youngest son 
had already received the same amount. With regard to his books he writes "unto my two [older] 


sonns ... my Library of Bookes to be equally devided betwixt them by lotts ... to my wife their 
mother my best Bible and what other English Bookes she shall chuse not exceeding six in number". 
Wild married about 1642 Joyce (d 1688) by whom he had 3 sons: Robert Wild M.A. (rector of 
Toppesfield, Essex) 1643-1691, John Wild M.A. (vicar of Weekley, Northants) c1647-1682 and James 
Wild of London linen-draper 1649-.... Wild was a religious and political thinker, writer and poet 
whose views must have evolved with time. After anglican ordination and serving as a compliant 
minister he was able to accept an anglican office from the Crown in 1660 but then on 24 Aug 1662 
did not subscribe was to be deprived and subsequently became a presbyterian teacher. Wild was 
also capable of humorous observations. Thus Anthony a Wood, writing about 1691, calls him "a fat, 
jolly and boon Presbyterian" whilst Calamy records in 1702: "I have heard him commended by those 
that knew him, not only for his Facetiousness, but also his strict Temperance and Sobriety, and his 
being very Serious in Serious Things". He then quotes one Stancliff who wrote "He was excellently 
qualified unto his Ministerial Work. None more melted and melting in Prayer, nor more serious and 
fervent in Preaching Christ and his Gospel". In his will is mention of a bequest of "fifty pounds to 
my native Towne of St Ives ... for and to such uses .. in a writing". This writing or deed is said to 
have requested "a sermon to be preached annually on Whit Tuesday; as well as for six bibles, for 
which twelve natives were to cast lots upon the communion table with three dice in a sawcer on the 
said day. Wild was the author of many books, poems etc which (are thought to) include the 
following: Benefice. A comedy. By R.W. D.D. Author of Iter Boreale. Written in his younger days: 
Now made publick for promoting innocent mirth. [? written 1641] (1689); [Anonymous] "The 
combat of the cocks" in Thomas Randall The high and mighty commendation (1642); An Elegie 
upon the Earle of Essex's Funerall (1646); Poem Gondibert Vindicated from the Wit Combats of four 
Esquires Clinias Dametas Sancho and Jack Pudding Printed in the year 1655 (1655); The 
Arraignment of a Sinner at the Bar of Divine Justice: Delivered in a Sermon in St. Maries Church at 
Oxford, March the 5. 1655 Before the Right Honourable, the Judges of Assize, &c (?1656); In Nova 
Fert Animos &c a New Song Upon the Hopeful New Parliament Elegy Upon the Much to be 
Lamented Death of the Reverend Mr Vines (1656); Iter boreale. Attempting somthing upon the 
successful and matchless march of the Lord General George Monck, from Scotland to London, the 
last winter, &c. ... By a rural pen. London, printed on St. George's Day, being the 23d of April, 

1660; The Tragedy of Christopher Love at Tower Hill, August 22, 1651 (1660); Rome Rhym'd to 
Death a Collection of Choice Poems by Dr Wild and others of the best Modern Wit (21661); A Poem 
upon the Imprisonment of Mr Calamy in Newgate (1663); The Recantation of a Penitent Proteous as 
it was acted at St Paul's in London (1663) ; An Essay upon the late Victory obtained by the Duke of 
York against the Dutch June 3 1665 (?1665); The Grateful Non-Conformist (1665) ; A Letter to Mr. 
JJ. upon His Majesty's Declaration for Liberty of Conscience (1672); Dr Wild's Humble Thanks for 
His Majesties Declaration for Liberty of Conscience March 15 1672 ; Dr Hewitt's Letter to Dr Wilde 
on June 7 1658 being the day before he suffered Death and read by Dr Wilde at his Funerall 
Moonshine or the Restauration of Jews Trumps and Bagpipes (1672); A Panegyrick humbly 
address'd to the King's most excellent Maj on his auspicious Meeting his 2 Houses of Parl 4 and 5 of 
Feb 1672.3? and his most gracious Speech there delivered on that Occasion Lond (1673); The 
Poring Doctor (1674); An Exclamation against Popery occasioned by His Majesties Last Gracious 
Speech (1678); Oliver Cromwell's Ghost or old Noll newly revived [1678?]. ; Dr. Wild's Poem: In 
nova fert animus [1679],; Dr. R. W.'s Last Legacie [1679]; A Copy of the Last Verses Made by Dr. 
Wild (1679). [NOTE: Wild evidently died a wealthy man bequeathing £1,000 to his two older sons. 
During his lifetime he may have had a good income from his clerical offices and from his published 
books. He might have inherited wealth from his family but his father was only a provincial 
shoemaker. It seems more likely that his wife Joyce was an heiress. In 1665 Wild received £755 
from Richard Noyes and Joseph Hinxman probably after the sale of land at Andover and his wife 
Joyce may have been a relative of one or other of these men.] 


Thomas Willesby M.A. (presbyterian minister of Wombourn) 1618-1682 B45 
Willesby, christened on 12 Aug 1618 at Spalding, was 7th son of William Willesby of Spalding, Lincs 
gentleman 1576-1631 and (his 2nd wife) Mary Edwards dau of Thomas Edwards of Wisbech, 
Cambs. He studied at Cambridge where on 6 Sep 1634 he was admitted pensioner at Emmanuel 
College and matriculated that year. At Cambridge he graduated B.A. in 1638.9 (M.A., 1642). He 
was presumably qualified to be a presbyterian clergyman by 4 Aug 1646 when he was appointed 
presbyterian minister of Bigby-cum-Somerby rectory, Lincs. On 20 Apr 1647 he was classically 
ordained as a presbyterian clergyman by the London 4th Classis. On 18 May 1652 he was appointed 
presbyterian minister of Wombourn vicarage (probably also serving independent Trysull parochial 
chapelry). Whilst in office here "he set up a Lecture every other Tuesday for his neighbouring 
Ministers to preach in his Church, that the People might have the Benefit of their Assistance", is 
said to have been a member of the Worcestershire Association and "long kept one of the most 
learned of the Prelatists in his House". In 1655 he certified the fitness of candidates for the 
ministry. About 1658.9 he received an augmentation of £60 to his annual salary. In Jun 1660 he 


continued in office as de facto vicar. In Jan 1661.2 he paid a clerical subsidy of £2. On 24 Aug 1662 
he did not subscribe to The act of uniformity and was thus to be deprived. He had moved to 
Birmingham by 1669 when he was a nonconformist teacher at his own house. Whilst here he was 
"troubled " by Sir Robert Holte of Aston by Birmingham, Warwicks 2nd Baronet c1625-1679. Later 
he moved to Old Swinford, Worcs. Calamy records in 1727 that "Then he remov'd to Old Swynford, 
and preach'd in his own House, near the Church, between the Times of publick Service; and from 
thence led his Hearers to the Church, in which he sometimes join'd in the Sacrament of the 
Eucharist, as well as other Services." On 12 Jun 1682 Philip Henry presbyterian minister c1631- 
1696 [ODNB] noted in his diary "to Swinver. & Sturbr. -saw Mr. Wilsby an aged N.C., weak". Still 
living at Old Swinford Willesby died, aged 64, and was buried there on 6 Aug 1682. His will made 
on 24 Jun 1682 was proved under PCC on 1 Jun 1683. The value of his personalty is undiscovered 
but in his will he mentions much property and he was evidently a wealthy man. In his will (extract 
below) Willesby founded a school at Spalding later known as the Willesbye or Petit School. He 
bequeathed four named books (first published in the years given) to his brother James: William 
Camden Britannia (1586), Peter Heylyn [? Microcosmus. A little description of the great world 
(1621)], Samuel Clark A mirrour or looking-glasse both for saints and sinners ... (21654) and 
Richard Baxter A Christian directory (1673). His remaining books were to be charitably disposed. 
Two of his five overseers were fellow ministers - Richard Serjeant presbyterian minister of Stone, 
Worcs 1621-?1696 and John Reynolds M.D. (presbyterian minister of Wolverhampton) 1632-1683 
QV. 
... [bequeathes] Fifty acres and three Rood lying in Tid Moulton and Spalding to [trustees] ... Mr Walter 
Johnson, Mr James Willesby, William Willesby of Grayes Inn Esq, Mr Christopher Willesby, Mr Robert 
Willesby of London ... nephew Martin Johnson [to] build or purchase a Convenient house in Spalding ... [and] 
place a man of a Sober and vertuous life who shall bee well able to teach the Reading of the English Tongue 
and to write and also to Instruct the Children committed to his charge in the principles of the Christian and 
Reformed Religion as a Schoolemaster ... [to be paid £15 pa] ... teaching freely the Children of such poore 
Parents ... to read write and learne the principles of Christian Religion contained [in the Apostles Creed 
etc] ... those Children that are most towardly and tractable ... be sent away well clothed with a bible and 
sound practacall Books such as Mr Baxters Call to the unconverted or Mr Thos Gouges young mans guide ... 
[poorest children] placing them to some honest trade as Apprentices ... I bequeath to my brother James 
Willesby Cambdens Brittannia Heylins Geography Clarkes Mirrour and Mr Baxters Christians Directory And 
as for the rest of my Books excepting some practacall ones my wife shall reserve for her owne use I give 
them to bee sold and the mony to bee bestowed on foure poor ejected Ministers or their Widdows and 
Children ... Item I give Forty shillings to bee laid out in buying Mr. Baxters Call to the unconverted and some 
bibles and to bestow them amongst poore families that can read in Wamborne and Tresill ... Mr. Henry 
Glover of Swinford Mr. Richard Seargeant of Hagley Mr. John Reynolds and Mr. John ?Russell of 
Wulverhampton and Mr. Francis Jordan of Kinver [supervisors] 
Willesby married perhaps about 1648 to Ann (no known children). Calamy records in 1727 "He was 
of a catholick Spirit, and by Preaching, Practice, and Conference stirr'd up others to Moderation, 
holy Walking, Heavenly-mindedness, and the Practice of Piety. He was sometimes a little 
melancholy; but liv'd by Faith to a good old-Age and when he died was very generally lamented." 


William Wilson (?presbyterian minister of Pelsall) e1622-.... B46 
Wilson, born perhaps about 1622, is of unknown parentage. He was probably only educated to 
literate grade. He was presumably qualified to be a presbyterian clergyman when about 1651.2 he 
was in office as ?presbyterian minister of Pelsall independent parochial chapelry. In Jun 1660 he 
probably continued in office as de facto parochial curate. On 24 Aug 1662 he did not subscribe to 
The act of uniformity and was thus to be deprived. No further record (of him or his family) has been 
discovered. 


Richard York (presbyterian minister of Rushall) c1633-1666 B47 
York, born about 1633, was a son of Francis York of Shrewsbury innkeeper c1596-1644 and Sarah 
(Owen). He was educated at Shrewsbury about 1645/8. He was probably only educated to literate 
grade. He was presumably qualified to be a presbyterian clergyman when about 1657 he was 
probably appointed presbyterian minister of Rushall vicarage. In Jun 1660 he probably continued in 
office as de facto parochial curate. He paid a clerical subsidy in 1661. On 24 Aug 1662 he did not 
subscribe to The act of uniformity and was thus to be deprived. In 1664 he is said to have been 
lodging at Shrewsbury with Alderman Webb and that year was acting as an "intelligencer" between 
presbyterians in London, Shrewsbury, and Wales. On 3 Jul 1664 he was preaching at London St 
Mary Aldermanbury and in Dec 1664 and Jan 1664.5 at London St Lawrence Pountney and London 
College Hill. He died "of a consumption", aged about 33, and was buried on 21 May 1666 at 
Shrewsbury St Chad perhaps as requested "in [the] Churchyard ... amongst my Ancestors". His will 
made on 17 May 1666 was proved under Lichfield on 3 Oct 1666. His personalty was valued at 
£48/14/10 and included "It In bookes £6/13/4". York married on 2 Mar 1662.3 at Shrewsbury St 
Mary to Mary Evans of Astley (no known children). On 28 May 1666 Philip Henry presbyterian 
minister c1630-1696 writes in his diary "The week before, Mr. York dyd in Shrewsb. a holy good 


man, & well approved in the Ministry, who wasted his own Candle in giving light to others, even 
whilst under the Bushel. ..." Whilst Calamy records in 1713 that he was "A religious active Man, and 
a lively Preacher." 


